NEE 5th Sunday After Pentecost
Churc® Worship with Holy Communion
July 13, 2025

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races,
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations,
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional
and physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
We commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social
and economic justice, and environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue e Portland, Oregon 97217 e Email bethel@bethelpdx.org ® Website www.bethelpdx.org
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Confession and Absolution

In the name of the Father,
and of the #+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of + Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.




Gathering Song of Praise

Praise to You O God of Mercy
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Text and music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the
cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

Scripture Reading Deuteronomy 30:9-14

A reading from Deuteronomy

?The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the
fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will
again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your

ancestors, 10when you obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and
decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul.

11 Surely, this commandment that | am commanding you today is not too hard for you,
nor is it oo far away. 21t is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to heaven
for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe ite” 13Neither is it beyond the
seqa, that you should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us
so that we may hear it and observe it2"” 14 No, the word is very near to you; it is in your
mouth and in your heart for you to observe.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Scripture Reading Colossians 1:1-14

A reading from Colossians.

1'Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4for we
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the
saints, Sbecause of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope
before in the word of the truth, the gospel ¢ that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit
and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the
day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7 This you learned from
Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 and
he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.



? For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, 19so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you
bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. ' May you be
made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be
prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father,
who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued
us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading Luke 10:25-37
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord!

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must | do to inherit
eternal life2” 2¢ He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?2” 27 He
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to
him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?e” 30 Jesus replied,
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest
was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was
moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine
on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of
him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take
care of him; and when | come back, | will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 3¢ Which of
these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the
robberse” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do
likewise.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Children’s Time

Sermon
Hymn of the Day Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love
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Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk mne, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream. IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: God of grace, here our prayer.

Sharing of Peace — 71uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person



COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, Paypal,
see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may donate by
mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting
the many ministries of Bethel!

Offering Prayer

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.




The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season.
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The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music



SENDING

Announcements

Blessing

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God!

Stewardship of Service This week - July 13, 2025 Next week - July 20, 2025
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Musician Shlomo Farber Colin Shepard

Zoom Host Joann Noll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission




Pray For:

Pray for the people in all of the Middle East, Ukraine, Kashmir, as they suffer war, violence, terror, and
retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we can
share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin Assistant Kerry
Czuba, the 2025 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel Lutheran
Church.

Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board and our new director Keymora Goldsby as they ready for
kids to enter the doors of the Summer Drop-In Program. Also prayers for the staff as they too get ready for
a great summer program.

Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe.

Pray for Julia Rankin as she continues her education at seminary.

Pray for Sean Fitzgerald (Nikki Bucholz), Kim Bucholz's son-in-law who has been deployed to the Middle
East.

Pray for Gabriel Moody Burghard for his journey of driving a car and being safe.
Pray for our children, that they blossom where ever they find themselves planted.

Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who teach our children and
keep them safe.

Pray for the following:

e Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and her daughters as Faith's health diminishes.

o David Giles as he discontinues freatment for lung cancer.

e Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.

e Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health.

e Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to accomplish loving
volunteer work.

e Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy.

¢ Rick Van Dyke, brother to Jim Van Dyke, as Rick lives with the uncertainty of his illness and works
with his medical team to prepare for treatment.

« Darin Schmidt, a former Bethelite, and his wife Jessica, as they navigate a diagnosis of liver cancer.

¢ Bob Enke, cousin of JulieAnn Edman, for continued health and safety.

e Miles Bard for health and stamina.

e Pam Coffman as she navigates freatment for lung cancer.

e Marlo Edman who is improving daily.

e JulieAnn Edman for continued healing.

o Dean Peterson for conditions related to cerebral amyloid angiopathy.

e Jon Roschke and family (Svea’s brother-in-law) as he undergoes cancer freatments.

e Nash Ababu, as he continues to heal and faces some new medical realities.

e John White, neighbor of Lisa and Chris Siems, who is now in hospice.



Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.

Mark Your Calendar

07/14-07/18 - Summer Program

07/15 Outreach meeting: Zoom

07/16 6:30 PM New Horizons Band Practice

07/17 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Bethel Happy Hour: Zoom
07/20 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom
07/20 11:15 AM Parking Lot Parlay

07/20 11:15 AM Council Meeting
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NORTHWEST TEMPO
1:00 PM
AT BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCIE
55635 N, DENVER AVE.

bethelpdx.org Donations
accepted
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JOIN US IN THE PARKING LOT
CORNER OF N. JESSUP AND N. CAMPBELL

HOT DOGS/VEGGIE DOGS PROVIDED
BRING SIDES TO SHARE

S:30 PM TO 7:00 PM
SET UP 5:00 PM TO 5:30 PM
TAKE DOWN 7:00 PM TO 7:30 PM
VOLUNTEERE NEEDED!

HTTPS:// WWW.SIGNUPGENIUS.COM/GO/4090D4CABA
C2CA4F49-56649121-BARBEQUE
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September 6th

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
At
Bethel Lutheran Church
5658 N. Denver
Portland, OR 97217

Volunteers are needed to make this event a success!
Look for a Sign-up Genius link coming in August.

The Great Bethel Campout 2025
at Milo Mclver State Park
at the Chinook Group Tent Site
September 19-21

A few items that might interest you...there is a river nearby the site
that lots of people have had fun in including fishing, canoeing,
paddle boarding and kayaking.

There is parking at the site. There is a disc golf site at Milo Mclver.
There are picnic tables, but bring a chair for fire side sitting.
Come as soon as you can on Friday afternoon!!! Or come out for
the day on Saturday!!!

This group site has partial shade, a nice fire pit and picnic tables.
This group tent area accommodates up to 50 people. There is
water and flush toilets on the site. Shower facility is located
nearby in the main campground.

ontact Scott Burris or Tana Bishop for more information
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