§@§ 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Churct Worship with Holy Communion
January 26, 2025

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races,
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations,
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional and
physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status and
station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships. We
commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social and
economic justice, and environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude Andantino
By César Franck

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
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Confession and Forgiveness
Please stand in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
our creator,

our protector,

our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our
sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;
we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.

| have called you by name. You are mine.”
In ++ Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.

Refreshed by the waters of mercy,

live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.




Gathering Song of Praise
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Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord
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Praise, praise, praise the Lord!
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Praise God’s ho - ly name. Al - le-lu - ia!
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Praise, praise, praise the Lord!
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Praise God’s ho - ly name. Al - le-1u - ia!
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Praise God’s ho -1y name. Al -le-lu - ia! Praise God’s ho - ly name. Al - le-lu - ia!

Text: Cameroon traditional, collected by Elaine Hanson

Music: CAMEROON PRAISE, Cameroon processional; arr. Ralph M. Johnson

Text and music © 1994 earthsongs. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray together:
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of
your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,
that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of
eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
Scripture Reading Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

A reading from Nehemiah.

I All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to
Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the
seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. > And
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the
people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. ¢Then Ezra blessed the Lord,
the great God, and all the people answered, *“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then
they bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8So
they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense,
so that the people understood the reading.

? And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your
God; do not mourn or weep."” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the
law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord;
and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.



Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit.

14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 151f the foot would
say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any
less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole
body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where
would the sense of smell be? '8But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each
one of them, as he chose. ?If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As
it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have
no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, "l have no need of you.” 220n the
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 22 and
those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor,
and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the
greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body,
but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of
power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of
tongues. 22 Are all apostlese Are all prophetse Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do
all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the
greater gifts.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.




Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit
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words of e - ter - nal  life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le -Iu - ia.

Gospel Reading Luke 4:14-21

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord!

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about
him spread through all the surrounding country. 1>He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 7 and the scroll
of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where
it was written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,

1910 proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated



Children’s Time

Sermon

Hymn of the Day

Please Stand in body or spirit
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Let Streams of Living Justice
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the ecarth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’s built to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work -ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knit our lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us il our thread of life 1is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our  home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the i - ron pow'’r
O great weav -er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.

dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sharing of Peace — 71uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person

COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: The offering plate will be passed by the ushers, Venmo
@BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, PayPal, see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at:
http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may give by mail. Thank you for supporting the many ministries
of Bethel!

Offertory

OFFERING PRAYER

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:

our gifts, our abillities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Thanksgiving continues with the preface.
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music

Announcements

Blessing
The Spirit of the triune God
+ bless you with joy,

anoint you with compassion,

and send you in love.
Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

Go in peace. Live in hope.

Thanks be to God.

SENDING

A Prayer For Peace
By John Williams

You're Gonna Live Forever in Me

By John Meyer

Stewardship of Service

This week - Jan. 26, 2025

Next week - Feb. 2, 2025

Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Musician Shlomo Farber Colin Shepard

Reader TBD TBD

Zoom Host Joann Noll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission



Pray For:

Pray for the peoplein Israel, Palestine, all of the Middle East, Ukraine, and Georgia as they suffer war,
violence, terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen.
Pray for those who have lost so much due to the wildfires in Los Angeles.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we can
share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin Assistant Kerry
Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as we begin our search for a director and staff.

Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe.

Pray for Julia Rankin in her seminary journey.

Pray for Sean Fitzgerald (Nikki Bucholz), Kim Bucholz's son-in-law who has been deployed to Iraq.
Pray for our children, for stamina to get through the rest of the school year.

Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who care for our children.
Pray for the following:

Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health complications
Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and her daughters as Faith moves into assisted living.

David Giles as he discontinues treatment for lung cancer.

Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.

John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.

Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.

Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health.

Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to accomplish loving
volunteer work.

Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy.

Rick Van Dyke, brother to Jim Van Dyke, as Rick lives with the uncertainty of his iliness and works with
his medical team to prepare for treatment.

Darin Schmidt, a former Bethelite, and his wife Jessica, as they navigate a diagnosis of liver cancer.
Bob Enke, cousin of JulieAnn Edman, for healing from a fall and for getting the care he needs.
Denny Hepp, for treatment & care as he battles brain cancer.

Miles Bard for health and stamina.

Pam Coffman as she navigates treatment for lung cancer.



Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.

What's Up This Week at Bethel!

01/26 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

01/26 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom
01/26 4:.00 PM Jazz Concert

01/27-01/29 Pr. Leonis on Retreat

01/29 6:30 PM New Horizons Band Practice

01/30 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Bethel Happy Hour

02/02 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

02/02 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom
02/02 11:15 AM Annual Congregational Meeting

7 \
Jazz Music
with
Northwest Tempo
Sunday. Jan. 26
at 4.00 PM

At

Bethel Lutheran Church
5658 N. Denver Ave.
Portland. OR 97217

bethelpdx.org - .
§ donations accepted

. Bethel Lutheran’s

- . .
T Annual Congregational Meeting
11:15AM Sunday, February 2, 2025

Alternative date is February 9, 2025

In case of inclement weather

Please plan to attend online orin person. If you plan to join in
person, bring a dish to share!

12



	GATHERING
	WORD
	Sermon
	Hymn of the Day  Let Streams of Living Justice

	COMMUNION MEAL
	Offertory
	OFFERING PRAYER
	God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
	and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
	Bless what we offer to your service:
	our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.
	Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
	now and always.
	Amen.
	Great Thanksgiving
	The Lord’s Prayer



