f@“@ 2nd Sunday of Christmas
C O

Worship with Holy Communion
January 5, 2025

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races,
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations,
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional
and physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
We commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social
and economic justice, and environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude Prelude
By Josef Seger
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Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
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Confession and Forgiveness
Please stand in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away

those seeking shelter,

claiming there is no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,

expecting good news in prettier packaging.
Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.

Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound,

and forgive our sin,

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God'’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved,

+ forgiven in Christ,

and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.




Gathering Song of Praise

Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
0)
£ il A -
lm ¥ .
"l s o
Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
9]
J | ] | |
& - e
) g
g0 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
0 .
— - | |
% : ® ?
I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down 1n a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.



WORD

Scripture Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14

A reading from Jeremiah.

’Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
? With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oill,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will furn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14] will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.



Scripture Reading Ephesians 1:3-14

A reading from Ephesians.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. SHe destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his

will, ¢to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according
to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 2 he has
made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth
in Christ, 19as a plan for the fullness of fime, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his
counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for
the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own
people, to the praise of his glory.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.




Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit
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Gospel Reading John 1:10-18

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord!

10 Jesus was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 1"He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, ¥who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’'s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This
was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.’ ") 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 7 The law indeed was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen
God. Itis God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Children’s Time

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Love has Come
Please Stand in body or spirit
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Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth-er:
last - ing and free. Love 1s Je - sus with - in  and a - mong us.

n } }

) A 1 | 3 3 | 1

b 1 | | F 4 f d J

iy - [ ~ (7, & . = )

J e o &
hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love!l  Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b, 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, E Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), /o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: God of grace, receive our prayer.

Sharing of Peace — 71uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person



COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: The offering plate will be passed by the ushers, Venmo
@BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, PayPal, see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at:

http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may give by mail. Thank you for supporting the many ministries
of Bethel!

Offertory

OFFERING PRAYER

God of heaven and earth,

from the beginning, you have called forth life,

in which you take delight.

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation

to tell of your salvation from day to day.

Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.
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The Thanksgiving continues with the preface.
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music Duetto Il
By J.S. Bach



Announcements

Blessing

The God of love,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,
illumine your path,

and increase your joy,

today and always.

Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

SENDING

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.

Thanks be to God.

Lean On Me
By Bill Whithers

Stewardship of Service

This week - Jan. 5, 2025

Next week - Jan. 12, 2025

Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Musician Shlomo Farber Colin Shepard

Reader TBD TBD

Zoom Host Joann Knoll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission




Pray For:

Pray for the peoplein Israel, Palestine, all of the Middle East, Ukraine, and Georgia as they suffer war,
violence, terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we can
share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin Assistant Kerry
Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as we begin our search for a director and staff.

Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe.

Pray for Julia Rankin as she finishes her first semester at seminary.

Pray for Sean Fitzgerald (Nikki Bucholz), Kim Bucholz's son-in-law who has been deployed to Iraq.
Pray for our children, as they anticipate the coming holidays, that they know hope, peace, joy and love.
Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who care for our children.
Pray for the following:

Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health complications
Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and her daughters as Faith moves into assisted living.

David Giles as he discontinues treatment for lung cancer.

Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.

John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.

Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.

Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health.

Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to accomplish loving
volunteer work.

Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy.

Rick Van Dyke, brother to Jim Van Dyke, as Rick lives with the uncertainty of his iliness and works with
his medical team to prepare for treatment.

Darin Schmidt, a former Bethelite, and his wife Jessica, as they navigate a diagnosis of liver cancer.
Ronda Bard to get to the root of her pain and get back to her healthy self.

Bob Enke, cousin of JulieAnn Edman, for healing from a fall and for getting the care he needs.
Denny Hepp, for treatment & care as he battles brain cancer.

Marjorie Strieff that she recovers fully from arecent illness and grieves the loss of her brother.
Miles Bard for health and stamina.

Pam Coffman as she navigates treatment for lung cancer.



Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.

Especially for the family of Rhonda Pedersen at her passing.
For the friends and family of Lee Clingman at this passing.
For the friends and family of synod council member Violet Thetford who passed away unexpectedly.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.

What’s Happening this Week at Bethel:

01/05 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

01/05 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom
01/05 11:15 AM Help Bethel Put Away Christmas!

01/09 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Bethel Happy Hour

01/12 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

01/12 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom

Upcoming:
Jazz Music on Sunday, January 26 at 4:00 PM

Annual Congregational Meeting, February 2 at 11:15 AM (Alt. date, Feb. 9)

A\li Bethel Lutheran’s
e Annual Congregational Meeting
/ l b Jazz MUSI(/ 11:15 AM, Sunday, February 2, 2025
with Please plan to attend online or in person. If you plan to
il/— NOrthW(fSt TCITIp() attend in person, bring a dish to share!
71N\ Sundayq Jan. 26 To those in leadership within the various ministries and
o committees here at Bethel, it's time to write a brief
ll/_ at 4:00 PM N summary of how things went in 2024. The due date is
71N\ \ |/ —/,/( Sunday, January 19". Please include pictures if you
At — s — have them. Email: bethellutheran@bethelpdx.org
Bethel Lutheran Church 7| N \ |, Thankyoul
5658 N. Denver Ave. —/T< ’
Portland, OR 97217 Pos’r_or. s Report Bethel Players .
Statistical Report Bethel Players-in-
President’s Report Training
Worship & Music Fun Committee
Property Management  St. John's Committee
Drop-In Center Women's Prayer Group
bethelpdx.org Angel Project MACG_
donations accepted Bethel Bees Financial Report
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