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Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please 
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate. 
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is 
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35) 

GATHERING 
 
Prelude  The Sun is in Your Eyes 

By Jacob Collier  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located 
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There 
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish. 

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue  •  Portland, Oregon 97217  •  Email bethel@bethelpdx.org  •  Website www.bethelpdx.org 

 

1st Sunday of Christmas   

Worship with Holy Communion 
December 29, 2024 

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church 

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as 
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation; 
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races, 
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations, 
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and 
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and 
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the 
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional 
and physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status 
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships. 
We commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social 
and economic justice, and environmental care.  

http://www.bethelpdx.org/
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Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand in body or spirit 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God-with-us, 
we confess that we have turned away 
those seeking shelter, 
claiming there is no room when we have plenty. 
We have made power and wealth our idols, 
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. 
We have overlooked the shepherds, 
expecting good news in prettier packaging. 
Too often, we have valued violence 
instead of your peace. 
Turn us from our ways to your ways. 
Grant us the grace to begin again. 
Free us from all that keeps us bound, 
and forgive our sin, 
through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news and rejoice! 
You are God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, 
forgiven in Christ, 
and freed to respond in joy. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song of Praise Go Tell It on the Mountain  

  
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray together: 

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge 
of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may 
live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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WORD 
Scripture Reading 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

A reading from Samuel. 
 
18 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother 
used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with 
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and 
say, “May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to 
the Lord”; and then they would return to their home. 
  26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with 
the Lord and with the people. 
 
Word of God, Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

  
Scripture Reading Colossians 3:12-17 

A reading from Colossians. 
 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 
Word of God, Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation   
Please stand in body or spirit 

 
Gospel Reading Luke 2:41-52 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord! 

41 Now every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was 
ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents 
did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. 
Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find 
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw 
him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like 
this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to 
them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with 
them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these 
things in her heart. 
  52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Please be seated  
 

Children’s Time 
 
Sermon       
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Hymn of the Day  Cold December Flies Away 
Please Stand in body or spirit 

 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
The response to each prayer is:  God of grace, receive our prayer.  
 

Sharing of Peace – Take time to share the peace on Zoom and in person 
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COMMUNION MEAL 
For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion. 

 
Offering  

You may use one of our options for giving: The offering plate will be passed by the ushers, Venmo 
@BethelLutheran-Church  phone # digits 6064, PayPal, see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: 
http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may give by mail. Thank you for supporting the many ministries 
of Bethel! 
 

Offertory 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
God of heaven and earth, 
from the beginning, you have called forth life, 
in which you take delight. 
The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. 
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, 
that we may join the chorus of creation 
to tell of your salvation from day to day. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving  

The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink. 
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The Thanksgiving continues with the preface.  

 
The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
  
Communion Music Bridge Over Troubled Water 

By Simon & Garfunkel   
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SENDING 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 
The God of love, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
lavish you with grace, 
illumine your path, 
and increase your joy, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song Auld Lang Syne 

Traditional  
 
The Sending. 
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship of Service This week – Dec. 29, 2024 Next week – Jan. 5, 2025 
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel All Baptized Members of Bethel 
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross 
Music Director Shlomo Farber Shlomo Farber 
Reader TBD TBD 
Zoom Host  Joann Knoll Volunteer needed! 

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330 
All other music used with the artist permission 
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Pray For: 

Pray for the people in Israel, Palestine,  all of the Middle East,  Ukraine, and Georgia as they suffer war, 
violence, terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice. 
 
Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence. 
 
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen. 
 
Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we can 
share your love with them. 
 
Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin Assistant Kerry 
Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.  
 
Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as we begin our search for a director and staff.   
 
Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe. 
 
Pray for Julia Rankin as she finishes her first semester at seminary. 
 
Pray for Sean Fitzgerald (Nikki Bucholz), Kim Bucholz's son-in-law who has been deployed to Iraq. 
 
Pray for our children, as they anticipate the coming holidays, that they know hope, peace, joy and love. 
 
Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who care for our children. 
 
Pray for the following:  

• Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health complications 
• Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and her daughters as Faith moves into assisted living. 
• David Giles as he discontinues treatment for lung cancer. 
• Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.  
• John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.  
• Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.  
• Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health. 
• Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health. 
• Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to accomplish loving 

volunteer work. 
• Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy. 
• Rick Van Dyke, brother to Jim Van Dyke, as Rick lives with the uncertainty of his illness and works with 

his medical team to prepare for treatment. 
• Darin Schmidt, a former Bethelite, and his wife Jessica, as they navigate a diagnosis of liver cancer. 
• Ronda Bard to get to the root of her pain and get back to her healthy self. 
• Bob Enke, cousin of JulieAnn Edman, for healing from a fall and for getting the care he needs. 
• Denny Hepp, for treatment & care as he battles brain cancer. 
• Marjorie Strieff that she recovers fully from a recent illness and grieves the loss of her brother. 
• Miles Bard for health and stamina. 
• Pam Coffman as she navigates treatment for lung cancer. 
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Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love. 

Especially for the family of Rhonda Pedersen at her passing. 
For the friends and family of Lee Clingman at this passing. 
For the friends and family of synod council member Violet Thetford who passed away unexpectedly. 
 
Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles, 
Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace. 
 
Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.  
 
Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church. 

 

What’s Up This Week at Bethel! 

12/29  9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom 
12/29  10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom  
01/02  4:30 PM - 5:30 PM  Bethel Happy Hour 
01/05  9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom 
01/05  10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom 
01/05  11:15 AM  Taking down Christmas decorations 
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Thank you to those who donated for the 
poinsettias in the church. 

Please feel free to take home poinsettias.  As we end the Christmas Season next week. 

Ronda Bard 
Holly Redfern 

Mary Rix 
David Vallely 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Help Bethel Put Away Christmas 

 

Christmas season is ending just as suddenly as it got here.  Help put away 
the Christmas decorations for next year.  This will happen January 5th 
following worship, around 11:15AM.  Remember many hands make light 
work. 
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