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NEE 4th Sunday in Advent
Chyrct Worship with Holy Communion

December 22, 2024

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as you
worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races, ethnicities,
gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations, ages, economic
levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and holds us all, so we
welcome you who walk through our doors and you who are outside
those doors. We honor and appreciate the rich diversity of age, sexual
orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender
identity and expression, marital status and station in life bring to the
Bethel family and our relationships. We commit ourselves to
embracing the work of anti-racism, social and economic justice, and
environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude Christmas Time is Here
By Vince Guaraldi

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
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Children’s Time and Lighting of the Advent Wreath

As the candles are lit, the congregation prays:

God of love, you sent your Son, Jesus, to shine bright like the sun, lighting the way for all who
walk in darkness. May the light of Christ’s hope, peace, joy and love shine bright in us as we
approach his coming, that we may be ready to welcome him on Christmas day and every
day. Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Please stand in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
alive in the world,

reviving creation,

arriving soon.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God

and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth:

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through + Christ Jesus,

whose day draws near.

Amen.



Gathering Song of Praise

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
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:ﬁ'ﬂ...‘_ e — o —. . e - =
e—1 - e — P - P —
..d” - -
I O come, O come, Em - msam - u - el and  Tan - aoin -..-ar - tive
2 0 come, O Wis-dom [rom on  high, em =brag =g all things
3} 0 come, O come, O Lord of might, as 0 vour tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jeos - se, free VOUr oW Sa - an's
&
i = T —— |
@:—0—. e e r » ;
- 2
[ . m - el thatmoums i lome = Iy ex ik here
far and nigh: i strengthand  beau -ty come and stay,
St = npai'sheght i an - cienl imes you  gave the law
e - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo ple save,
- Hgfraim
@:i L 5 '—-—-—'—'—‘l—.’—' 5 — e . R e e
un - ul the Son of God Op - pear.
each  uws  your will and guide AT Wy, bt lofee!
im  cloud, and maj - e5 - 1y, and mwe. Re-poice! Re-joice!
and give them vic -1ty o'er the grave.
04
— -
Em - mean - u - el shall come to vou, O Is - ra - el
5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path o misery, Refram
6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near,
Disperse the gloomy clouds of mght,
and death's dark shadow put 1o flight. Refrain
7 Oeome, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearis that long for you,
pestore the broken, make ws new. Sefron
& O come, O come, Emmanae],

and ransom captive lsrael,
that moumns m lonely exile here
undil the Son of God appear. Befrain



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

Scripture Reading Micah 5:2-5a

A reading from Micah.

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth;
Saand he shall be the one of peace.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.




Scripture Reading Hebrews 10:5-10

A reading from Hebrews.

s Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
¢in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
’Then | said, ‘See, God, | have come to do your will, © God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the
law), ?then he added, “See, | have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order
to establish the second. 10 And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit
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Gospel Reading Luke 1:39-55

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord!

37In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, 90where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 4 When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leaped for joy. 4 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
46 And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
4?2 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.



S0 His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,

and lifted up the lowly;

3he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.

s4He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,

S5 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon

Hymn of the Day

Please Stand in body or spirit

People, Look East

0 & | \
A 4 - f— T ——— i ——
o —f ———
J [ v o 1 i ' f
1 Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
(b p—— . N .
[ I | | I { —
© - i}
J | —— A
of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond  the frost - y weath - er,
life to  earth. Set ev - 'ry peak and val - ley hum-ming
0w ;
[ I ' | T T T | T !
% | | | I T T 1 | | I | I\ !—'—;‘
@ P e | i J — — K
~— S ~—
trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look

and
and
and
and

east,
east,
east,
east,

sing
sing
sing
sing

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol

to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: Lord, in your mercy, Receive our prayer.

Sharing of Peace — 71uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person

COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: The offering plate will be passed by the ushers, Venmo
@BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, PayPal, see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at:
http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may give by mail. Thank you for supporting the many ministries
of Bethel!

Offertory

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

you made the whole world,

even the farthest stars,

and you draw near to feed us.

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food

that we may live in expectation

for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.




Great Thanksgiving

The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.
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The Thanksgiving continues with the preface.
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The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music Jingle Bell Rock

By Bobby Helms

SENDING

Announcements

Blessing

God of endings and beginnings,

God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,

+ bless and keep you now and forever.

Amen.
Sending Song Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas
By Ralph Blane
The Sending.
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
Thanks be to God.
Stewardship of Service This week - Dec. 22 2024 Christmas Eve
Dec 24, 2024
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Music Director Shlomo Farber Shlomo Farber
Reader TBD TBD
Zoom Host Joann Knoll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission




Pray For:

Pray for the peoplein Israel, Palestine, all of the Middle East, Ukraine, and Georgia as they suffer war,
violence, terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we can
share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin Assistant Kerry
Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as we begin our search for a director and staff.

Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe.

Pray for Julia Rankin as she finishes her first semester at seminary.

Pray for Sean Fitzgerald (Nikki Bucholz), Kim Bucholz's son-in-law who has been deployed to Iraq.
Pray for our children, as they anticipate the coming holidays, that they know hope, peace, joy and love.
Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who care for our children.

Pray for the following:

e Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health complications

o Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and her daughters as Faith moves into assisted living.

o DavidGiles as he discontinues treatment for lung cancer.

e LeoLawrence forrecovery from neuropathy surgery.

e JohnKnight and family as John continues in memory care.

e LauraDay, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

e Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.

e Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health.

e Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to accomplish loving
volunteer work.

e Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy.

e RickVanDyke, brother to Jim Van Dyke, as Rick lives with the uncertainty of his iliness and works with
his medical team to prepare for treatment.

o DarinSchmidt, a former Bethelite, and his wife Jessica, as they navigate a diagnosis of liver cancer.

e RondaBard to get to the root of her pain and get back to her healthy self.

o Bob Enke, cousin of JulieAnn Edman, for healing from a fall and for getting the care he needs.

e DennyHepp, for treatment & care as he battles brain cancer.

e Marjorie Strieff that she recovers fully from arecent illness and grieves the loss of her brother.

e Miles Bard for health and stamina.

e LeeClemen, to get back on his feet.

e Pam Coffman as she navigates treatment for lung cancer.



Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.

Especially for the family of Rhonda Pedersen at her passing.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.

What's Happening at Bethel:

12/22 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

12/22 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom
12/24 4:30 PM - Festive Carols

12/24 5:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service

12/25 Offices are closed on Christmas Day.

12/26 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Bethel Happy Hour

12/29 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

12/29 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom

Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday, Dec. 24
4:30 PM Singing Carols
5:00 PM Service

b
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Fourth N
Now it is almost here. Draw a picture of one way Sunday g, .

your family celebrates on Christmas Eve.

ather

Welcome to worship. Today is the fourth Sunday
in Advent. How many candles are burning on the
Advent wreath in your worship space today?

Color and light all four candles.

Dear God, the waiting is almost over. Finally, all the candles are lit. What else have you

Thank you for sending Jesus. Amen been waiting for the last three weeks?

This week
Celebrate Jesus' birthday with your family.

Kids Celabrate copyright © 2003 Augeburg Fortress. May be reproduced for locl use.

c\ear & Celeppate ’\/

Meet Mary, Jesus® mother Advent words @
Luke 1:39-55 o
An angel from God Lo Angel. What did the angel tell Mary to

said to Mary, “Don't N name her baby?

be afraid. God has
Decorations. How is your worship space
decorated?

been good to you.
You will have a baby

Voices. How can you use your voice to
praise God?

and name him Jesus.”
Mary said, “Olkay!
Yes!” While she wait-
ed, Mary sang this
song. Match the
shapes to find

some words

Everyone. God sent Jesus for everyone.
Who can you tell about Jesus?

to Mary .
O Ay song Nazareth. Nazareth was Marys home.
Where do you live?

My @ I¢ the Lord. My soul Tree. Evergreens remind us that God always

loves us. Can you see a Christmas tree?

is @ because of God my dl]:'

1. Write the first 2. Then write one way you get
@ = heart ;J‘ =praises §F =gld BEJ = Savior letter of your name ready for Jesus’ birth that
inside this square. begins with the same letter.
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