2(2)z 3rd Sunday in Advent

Chyrct Worship with Holy Communion
December 15, 2024

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as you
worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races, ethnicities,
gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations, ages, economic
levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and holds us all, so we
welcome you who walk through our doors and you who are outside
those doors. We honor and appreciate the rich diversity of age, sexual
orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender
identity and expression, marital status and station in life bring to the
Bethel family and our relationships. We commit ourselves to
embracing the work of anti-racism, social and economic justice, and
environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude Fughette
By Gottieb Muffat

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
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Children’s Time and Lighting of the Advent Wreath

As the candles are lit, the congregation prays:

God of joy, it is in your love that we find lasting joy. Keep us from seeking happiness in things
that will not last, for we brought nothing into this world and can take nothing out of it. Teach
us instead to find joy in the gift of your Son, who came into this world with nothing, yet gave
us everything. May his joy bubble up in our hearts and overflow to all we meet this Advent
season. Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Please stand in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
alive in the world,

reviving creation,

arriving soon.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God

and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth:

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through =+ Christ Jesus,

whose day draws near.

Amen.



Gathering Song of Praise

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Verses 5 & 6
ﬁ'ﬁ. = L —— T — . . =
(& . e i S—— " " T—— P—
= - — -
i 0O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and  ran - som -.:ar - five
2 0 come, O Wis-dom from on high, em-brg-ing  all things
00 come, O come, O Lord of might, as @0 your tribes on
4 0O come, O Branch of Jes - sc, free YOUT W Sa - tan's
[T |
%:—ﬁ—. ——— e . - :
i
= . o= el thatmoums in Jone - Iy ex ik here
far and  night in strengthand beaw -ty come and stay;
St - mai'sheght i an - ckenl imes you  gave the  Taw
Iyr - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo ple  save,
oy - Hefram
— : I . [
T e w = ¢ ¢ 5 ¥ o+ 5 1 oo
. :
un - tl  the Son of God op - pear.
ach  uws  vour will and  guide CHIT WY, Lt e
i cloud, and maj - ¢ - 1y, and awe, Re-poice! Re-joice!
and  give them vic -1ty o'er the grave.

o

Em - mam - u - el

5 O come, O Key of Davad, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that keads on high,
and close the path o misery. Refram

6 O come, O Davspring, come and cheer:
O Sum of justce, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of mght,

m*,'

shall come o you, O Is -

’—'#,_.n

—

ra - ¢l

ard death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refram

7 O come, O King of mations, come,
0 Cornerstone that binds i one:
refresh the hearts that long for vou,
restore the broken, make us new. Fejfrain

& O come, O come, Emmanue],
and ransom captive Tsrael,
that moums m lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Reframn



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John,
that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

Scripture Reading Zephaniah 3:14-20

A reading from Zephaniah.

14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
17The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
18as on a day of festival.
| will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
171 will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And | will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and | will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.



20 At that time | will bring you home,
at the time when | gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when | restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the Lord.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Scripture Reading Philippians 4:4-7

A reading from Philippians.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. >Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. ¢ Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit
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Gospel Reading Luke 3:7-18

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord!

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin

to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for | tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. ? Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.”



10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?2” 11In reply he said to them,
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must
do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher,
what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for
you."” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?2” He said to them, “Do not
extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying,
“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than |is coming; | am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

1850, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Hymn of the Day

Please Stand in body or spirit

Hark the Glad Sound
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: Lord in your mercy, Receive our prayer.

Sharing of Peace — 71uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person



COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: The offering plate will be passed by the ushers, Venmo
@BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, PayPal, see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at:
http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may give by mail. Thank you for supporting the many ministries
of Bethel!

Offertory

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

you made the whole world,

even the farthest stars,

and you draw near to feed us.

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food

that we may live in expectation

for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



The Thanksgiving continues with the preface.
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The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music Let It Show!
By Jule Styne



Announcements

Blessing

SENDING

God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,

God, our hope for the journey,

+ bless and keep you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

Spring

By Antonio Vivaldi (Performed by Miriam Moody Burghard)

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.

Thanks be to God.

Stewardship of Service

This week — Dec. 15 2024

Next week - Dec 22, 2024

Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Music Director Shlomo Farber Shlomo Farber

Reader TBD TBD

Zoom Host Joann Knoll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission



Pray For:

Pray for the peoplein Israel, Palestine, all of the Middle East, Ukraine, and Georgia as they suffer war,
violence, terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we can
share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin Assistant Kerry
Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as we begin our search for a director and staff.

Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe.

Pray for Julia Rankin as she finishes her first semester at seminary.

Pray for Sean Fitzgerald (Nikki Bucholz), Kim Bucholz's son-in-law who has been deployed to Iraq.
Pray for our children, as they anticipate the coming holidays, that they know hope, peace, joy and love.
Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who care for our children.
Pray for the following:

Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health complications
Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and her daughters as Faith moves into assisted living.

David Giles as he discontinues treatment for lung cancer.

Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.

John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.

Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.

Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health.

Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to accomplish loving
volunteer work.

Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy.

e RhondaPederson, after a liver cancer diagnosis

Rick Van Dyke, brother to Jim Van Dyke, as Rick lives with the uncertainty of his illness and works with
his medical team to prepare for treatment.

Darin Schmidt, a former Bethelite, and his wife Jessica, as they navigate a diagnosis of liver cancer.
Ronda Bard to get to the root of her pain and get back to her healthy self.

Bob Enke, cousin of JulieAnn Edman, for healing from a fall and for getting the care he needs.
Denny Hepp, for treatment & care as he battles brain cancer.

Marjorie Strieff that she recovers fully from arecent illness and grieves the loss of her brother.
Miles Bard for health and stamina.

Lee Clemen, to get back on his feet.



Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.

Join Bethel Lutheran Church
for a

~Holiday Jazz Concert

,S\

5658 N. Denver Ave
Portland, Oregon 97217
503.285.4919

When: Sunday,
December 15, 2024
at 4:00 PM

As an extra bonus and to celebrate the holiday season a
cookie exchange will be after the concert. Bring your
favorite cookies and swap to create a lovely plate of
assorted cookies to share with your friends and family.

All are welcome!
Donations accepted
B
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