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NEE 1st Sunday in Advent
Chyrct Worship with Holy Communion

December 1, 2024

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as you
worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races, ethnicities,
gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations, ages, economic
levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and holds us all, so we
welcome you who walk through our doors and you who are outside
those doors. We honor and appreciate the rich diversity of age, sexual
orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender
identity and expression, marital status and station in life bring to the
Bethel family and our relationships. We commit ourselves to
embracing the work of anti-racism, social and economic justice, and
environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude The Call
% .? E By Regina Spector

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue e Portland, Oregon 97217 e Email bethel@bethelpdx.org ® Website www.bethelpdx.org
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Children’s Time and Lighting of the Advent Wreath

As the candles are lit, the congregation prays:

God of hope, we light this candle as we prepare for the coming of your Son. Awaken our
hearts to you this Advent season, so that when Christ arrives, we are ready to receive him
with all our hearts, all our minds, and all our strength. Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Please stand in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
alive in the world,

reviving creation,

arriving soon.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God

and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth:

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through Christ Jesus,

whose day draws near.

Amen.



Gathering Song of Praise

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign
with the Creator and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

Scripture Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16

A reading from Jeremiah.

14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will fulfill the promise | made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. '5In those days and at that time | will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. ¢In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is
the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Scripture Reading 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

A reading from Thessalonians.

?How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? 19Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you
face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

1T Now may our God himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may
be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his
saints.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit

n ] ]
7 - '
7 4"y @ —
R : —~ S - = =
Al-le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - 1a, al - le - lu-ia.
Gospel Reading Luke 21:25-36

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord!

Jesus said: 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from
fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great
glory. 2 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”

22Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig free and all the trees; 30 as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly |
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 3¥Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, 33like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole
earth. 3¢ Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon




Hymn of the Day

Wake, Awake for Night is Flying
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Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Please Stand in body or spirit

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: Lord, in your mercy, Receive our prayer.

Sharing of Peace — 71uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person

COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: The offering plate will be passed by the ushers, Venmo
@BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, PayPal, see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at:
http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may give by mail. Thank you for supporting the many ministries
of Bethel!

Offertory

Offering Prayer

Creator God,

you made the whole world,

even the farthest stars,

and you draw near to feed us.

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food

that we may live in expectation

for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.




Great Thanksgiving

The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.
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The residing minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.




The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music

Announcements

Blessing

SENDING

God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,

God, our hope for the journey,

+ bless and keep you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.

Thanks be to God.

Bless His Holy Name
By Andraé Crouch

Hideaway
By Jacob Collier

Stewardship of Service

This week — Dec. 1 2024

Next week - Dec 8, 2024

Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Musician Shlomo Farber Colin Shepard

Reader TBD TBD

Zoom Host Joann Knoll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission
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Pray For:

Pray for the people in Israel, Palestine, and all of the Middle East as they suffer war, violence,
terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand
how we can share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin
Assistant Kerry Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and
friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as we begin our search for a director and
staff.

Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe.

Pray for Julia Rankin as she readies for seminary that she is filled with the gifts of the spirit to
follow her calling.

Pray for Sean Fitzgerald (Nikki Bucholz), Kim Bucholz's son-in-law who has been deployed to
Iraqg.

Pray for our children, as they anticipate the coming holidays, that they know hope, peace,
joy and love.

Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who teach our
children and keep them safe.

Pray for the following:

e Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health
complications

« Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and her daughters as Faith moves into assisted
living.

« David Giles as he discontinues treatment for lung cancer.

o Leo Lawrence forrecovery from neuropathy surgery.

o John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.

o Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and tfreatment of cancer.

o Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.

o Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health.

« Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to
accomplish loving volunteer work.

« Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy.

« Rhonda Pederson, after a liver cancer diagnosis
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Rick Van Dyke, brother to Jim Van Dyke, as Rick lives with the uncertainty of his illness
and works with his medical team to prepare for tfreatment.

Darin Schmidt, a former Bethelite, and his wife Jessica, as they navigate a diagnosis of
liver cancer.

Matt LaCross for an easy surgery and recovery.

Marlo Edman for upcoming medical procedures.

Ronda Bard to get to the root of her pain and get back to her healthy self.

Bob Enke, cousin of JulieAnn Edman, for healing from a fall and for getting the care he
needs.

Denny Hepp, for freatment & care as he battles brain cancer.

Marjorie Strieff recovers fully from a recent iliness and grieves the loss of her brother.
Miles Bard for health and stamina.

Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's

love.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob,
Jacob, Miles, Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.
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Makers Market
& Gift Fair

December 7th from 12 to 5pm If you can’t make it to service,
Hosted by Bethel Lutheran - 5658 N. Denver Ave stop by the office and ple one

Pai

& All Manner of Handmade and Vintage Gifts! TthSdOy. Bonus, WedHGSdOy,

Advent

024 Winter

¥

,45.

Advent wreaths are available in
the back of church beginning
Dec. 1! Kits are in the back pews
of the church with simple
instructions.

up! Office is open Wednesday &

ntings + Pottery + Letterpress + Decorations

Dec. 11, the office will be open
until 6:30 PM if you'd like to stop
by after work!
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JINGLE & MII\IGI_E
DEC. 8

OO0 AM AFTER_ SER_VICE

You may be thinking to yourself, what is this “Jingle and Mingle?" Good question! The 5t John's Fund

b

Committee wants to check in about where are heads and hearts are in the congregation. They have been
brainstorming and researching different ways we can outreach to our community and how we can invest
the St John's gift in the spirit of outreach.

Why not share updates in a casual and fun setting with festive treats and drinks, seasonal music, and an
opportunity to decorate the congregation for the Advent and Christmas seasons. After worship on
December 8 lapproximately 1lam) we'll come together and haul out the holly to give our sanctuary that
special Bethel touch. Members of the 5t John's Committee will be there answer any questions you may
have and to check in about your thoughts on how we can best serve our neighbors. Bring your friends and
family and get in the Christmas spirit!

Angel Project 2024 Underway

Applications have been sent to eight families who may benefit from some extra

help at this expensive time of year. In addition, Terrance Moses typically refers a
couple of families connected with the Friends of Ours project out of Kenton. We
continue to partner with Friends of Ours to put together 120 hygiene bags that are

distributed to campers. Many of the items (hats, gloves, socks, soap) are donated.

The Girl Scout troop that newly meets at Bethel is also interested in our project.

How Can You Help!

Sponsor a family by buying gifts from their requests (wrapped or unwrapped)
Donate $25 gift cards from Fred Meyer or Safeway to supplement holiday food that is provided.
Donate to the Bethel Lutheran Church Angel Project fund.

Donate your cans and bottles in the Blue Bags available from church.

Donate cleaning, laundry and paper products that cannot be purchased with a family's food
stamps.

Donate leftover Halloween candy (treat for the hygiene bags)

Shop with some Angel Project funds for a family.

Help with wrapping gifts! The date will likely be Friday, December 20.

Questions? Contact Joann Noll at joann.noll@gmail.com
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