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Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races,
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations,
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional
! and physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
We commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social
and economic justice, and environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude
By Anonymous

Prelude

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
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Thanksgiving for Baptism
Please stand in body or spirit and face the Baptismal Font

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.




Gathering Song of Praise Listen, God Is Calling
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Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard 5. Olson, b, 1922
Music: NENO LAKE MUNGU, Tanzanian tune
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word,
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel,
and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated



WORD

Scripture Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34

A reading from Jeremiah.

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32|t will not be like the covenant that | made with
their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will put
my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall
be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know
the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord;
for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Scripture Reading Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans.

17 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. 2For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law,
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus, 22whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 2¢it was to prove at the
present fime that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law?¢ By that of workse No,
but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit
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Gospel Reading John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord!

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are fruly
my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone.
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’2”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Children’s Time

Sermon




Hymn of the Day

A Mighty Fortress
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1805-1890, alt.
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotiten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Please stand in body or spirit

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sharing of Peace — 7uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person
Please be seated



COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, Paypal,
see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may donate by
mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting
the many ministries of Bethel!

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God,

source of every gift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

Please stand in body or spirit

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.




The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated
Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music How Beautiful
By Twila Paris



Announcements

Blessing

God all mighty,

God most merciful

+ bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

SENDING

Heal the World
By Michael Jackson

Stewardship of Service

This week - Oct. 27, 2024

Next week - Nov. 3, 2024

Ministers

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Musical Director Shlomo Farber Shlomo Farber
Reader TBA TBA

Zoom Host Joann Noll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission



Pray For:

Pray for the peoplein Israel, Palestine, and all of the Middle East as they suffer war, violence, terror, and
retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we can
share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin Assistant Kerry
Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as we look to a new year.

Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe.

Pray for Julia Rankin, as she enters seminary.

Pray for Sean Fitzgerald, Kim Bucholz's son-in-law, who has been deployed to Iraq.
Pray for our children that they nurture their curiosity and find joy in all they do.

Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who teach our children and keep
them safe.

Pray for the following:

Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health complications
Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and her daughters as Faith moves into assisted living.
David Gyles for his improved lung health.

Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.

John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.

Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.

Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health.

Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to accomplish loving
volunteer work.

o Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy.

« RhondaPederson, aftera liver cancer diagnosis

» RickVanDyke, Jim Van Dyke's brother, as he lives with the uncertainty of his illness and prepares for
treatment.

Darin Schmidt, a former Bethelite, and his wife Jessica, as he navigates a liver cancer diagnosis
Matt LaCross for an easy surgery and quick recovery.

David Leslie for support in his new mental health diagnosis.

Marlo Edman as he heals from a broken elbow.

Ronda Bard to get to the root of her pain and get back to her healthy self.

Bob Enke, cousin of JulieAnn Edman, for healing from a fall and for getting the care he needs.
Denny Hepp, continued treatment and care as he battles brain cancer.



Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.

Mark Your Calendar....Here's What's Happening at Bethel this Week

10/27 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

10/27 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom
10/27 4:00 PM Jazz Concert

10/27 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM Play Practice

10/29 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM Play Practice

10/30 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM Play Practice

10/31 4:30-5:30 PM Happy Hour on Zoom

11/02 2:00 PM Matinee Show

11/02 7:00 PM Dinner Show

11/03 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

11/03 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom
11/03 3:00 PM Dessert Show

BETHEL PLAYERS PRESENT

AS THE BUTTER CHURNS

A STORY OF COWS. FAMILY FEUDS,
AND A HOSPITAL ROMANCE

) S W

Nov. 2nd & 9th Matinees at 2:00 PM $10 Bethel Lutheran Church
Nov. 2nd & 9th Dinner shows at 7200 PM $25 5658 N. Denver Ave
Nov. 3 & 10 Dessert Shows at 3:00 PM  $20 Portland, OR 97217
Doors open 30 minutes before show times Phone: 503.285.4919

Tickets sales begin Oct. 1 - call or email bethelplayers@gmail.com to www.bethelpdx.org

reserve.
Payment by Venmo (@BethelLutheran-Church phone # 6064)
or by check.
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