NEE 3rd Sunday of Easter
Churc® Worship with Holy Communion

April 14, 2024

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races,
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations,
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional
and physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
We commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social
and economic justice, and environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude 12 Short Pieces for the Organ: No. Vil
By Samel Wesley

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue e Portland, Oregon 97217 e Email bethel@bethelpdx.org ® Website www.bethelpdx.org
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Greeting

Alleluial Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. AlImighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



Gathering Song of Praise

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill
us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



WORD

Scripture Reading Acts 3:12-19

A reading from Acts.

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder aft this, or why do
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk23The God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous
One and asked to have a murderer given to you, '>and you killed the Author of life,
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his
name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

17" And now, friends, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would
suffer. 17Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Scripture Reading 1 John 3:1-7

A reading from 1 John.

1ISee what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. 2Beloved, we are God'’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he
is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. SYou know that he
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. eNo one who abides in him sins;
Nno one who sins has either seen him or known him. “Little children, let no one deceive you.
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
Gospel Reading Luke 24:36b-48

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord!

36b Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 3’They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them,
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts¢ 3¥?Look at my hands and
my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones
as you see that | have.” 9And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
feet. 4/While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have
you anything here to eate” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 4and he took it and ate
in their presence.

44Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.” 4Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 4and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, ¥and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is o be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Children’s Time

Sermon Bethel Players in Training
Hymn of the Day As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Tumour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the  sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Ir., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollanise Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: God of Grace, hear our prayer.

Shdring of Peace — 7Tuke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person



COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, Paypal,
see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may donate by

mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting
the many ministries of Bethel!

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your withesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.

Great Thanksgiving
The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.
0
P A
F—,—o * o o oo ¥ o o * o o
— 7 S’
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
0
¥
B (o B . o B S R ————
J R
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0
Y
%’c!,"!c.c’c?a
J R ~___- S——
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
0
¥
e e S S A O S —— i ——— —
o — —_— -

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season.

Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - Iy Lord, God  of pow-er and might,
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The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music Sweet Hour of Prayer
By William Bradbury




Announcements

Blessing
Alleluial Chirist is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

SENDING

French Suite no. 5: Gavotte

Alleluial Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

Thanks be to God. Allelvia!

By J.S. Bach

Stewardship of Service This week - April 14, 2024 Next week — Apr. 21, 2024
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Music Director Shlomo Farber Shlomo Farber

Reader TBA TBA

Zoom Host Joann Noll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission



Pray For:

Pray for the people in Israel, Palestine, and all of the Middle East as they suffer war, violence,
terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand
how we can share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin
Assistant Kerry Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and
friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as they prepare for the Summer 2024 Day
Camp. Send us excellent applicants for Staff and for our new Director, Marie Houk.

Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe.

Pray for our children, who have returned to classes and studies. Pray they are safe on wet,
dark streets. Give them stamina and joy!

Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who teach our
children and keep them safe.

Pray for the following:

o Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health
complications

o Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain fumor.

« Faith Moser and her daughters(mother of Joann Noll) as Faith moves into assisted
living.

o David Gyles for his improved lung health.

o Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.

« John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.

Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.

Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health.

Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to tfravel and to

accomplish loving volunteer work.

« JulieAnn Edman for continued strength and healing.

« Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy.

» Betty Jean lacono, sister of Marjorie Strieff, as she heals from recent heart difficulties.

« Rhonda Pederson, after a liver cancer diagnosis.

o Jerry Jacobson, grandfather of Julia Rankin, who is currently in the hospital.

o Cari Catlow, for treatment and recovery from a broken leg.
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Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's
love.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob,
Jacob, Miles, Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.

Mark Your Calendars...See what's happening at Bethel and Beyond this week:

04/14 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

04/14 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom
BPITS doing sermon

04/17 6:00 PM §t. John's Fund Team Meeting on Zoom

04/18 Noon Crafternoon w/Pr. Leon

04/18 4:30-5:30 PM Happy Hour on Zoom

04/21 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

04/21 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom

04/21 11:15 AM Council Meeting

Bethel Lutheran Presents
Jazz Concert with

N()rthwc 't 1 ecmpo

Donations accepted

5058 N. Denver Ave.
Portland. OR 97217

4..00 PM — .h{‘tl‘u'lpdx.(}l‘g

_\pril 28




jend

Where will you go?
Jesus asks all of his disciples to tell everyone about him. You
are one of Jesus' disciples, and you can tell his stories too!

Make your way through the maze, starting and ending at
the same house, telling Jesus’ good news along the way!

START »

j{% Jesus, Help me listen and learn
so [ can go and tell! Amen
this week

Snuggle together and tell your favorite stories about Jesus.

K Calebrats copyright @ 2002 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced for local uss,

c,eal‘ & Celepyrdle

Jesus appears

Luke 24:36b-48

Jesus continued to surprise his disciples after the resurrec-
tion. One evening while the disciples were talking together,
Jesus suddenly appeared among them and said “Peace be
with you.” They thought they had seen a ghost until Jesus
said he was hungry and ate a piece of fish!

Connect the dots and see what appears!

jather

Welcome to worship. Today is the third Sunday of

Easter. Look and listen carefully during worship today:
Use the space below to help you remember everything
that you see, hear, touch, taste, and smell, then tell

someone about it. You are a worship witness for Jesus!
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You have a mission...

Jesus gave the disciples an important job. He told them to
tell everyone all over the world about him. You have that
same job. Imagine that you are planning a trip to tell others
about Jesus. What will you pack in your suitcase?

Circle everything you will bring with you to tell people
about Jesus.

lustrate a Bible story outside your home
with sidewalk chalk. Witness to the world!
&
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