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Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. 
Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to 
participate. If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the 
cup—Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35) 
 
 

GATHERING 
You are welcomed to gather outside of the church building with a palm in hand. 

 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
 
 
 
 
Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located 
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There 
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish. 

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue  •  Portland, Oregon 97217  •  Email bethel@bethelpdx.org  •  Website www.bethelpdx.org 

 

Palm Sunday and 
The Passion of Our Lord   

Worship with Holy Communion 
March 24, 2024 

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church 

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as 
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation; 
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races, 
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations, 
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and 
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and 
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the 
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional and 
physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status and 
station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships. We 
commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social and 
economic justice, and environmental care.  
 
 

http://www.bethelpdx.org/
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Processional Gospel Reading Mark 11:1-11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord 
 

1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 
Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; 
untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied 
near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to 
them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and 
they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on 
it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around 
at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Blessing of the Palms 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 
 
Let us pray. 
We praise you, O God, 
for redeeming the world through our savior Jesus Christ, 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph 
and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow the Lord in the way of the cross, 
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 
we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Procession 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

Processional Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
 We will sing as many verses as is needed to return to the sanctuary  
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Prayer of the Day 
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and 
resurrection, let us pray together: 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to 
take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in 
his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Children’s Time  
 
Reflections on the Passion       

 

 
Hymn of the Day  Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross 
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Prayers of Intercession 
The response to each prayer is:  Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 

Sharing of Peace – Take time to share the peace on Zoom and in person 
 

Offering 
You may use one of our options for giving: Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church  phone # digits 6064, Paypal, 
see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may donate by 
mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting 
the many ministries of Bethel! 
 
 
Offering Prayer  
Let us pray. 
Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 

 

The Passion of Our Lord with Holy Communion 
 

Passover Preparations Mark 14:1-9 
1It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests 
and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; 2for they said, 
“Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.” 
 
 3While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman 
came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and 
poured the ointment on his head. 4But some were there who said to one another in anger, 
“Why was the ointment wasted in this way? 5For this ointment could have been sold for more 
than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 6But 
Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for 
me. 7For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever 
you wish; but you will not always have me. 8She has done what she could; she has anointed 
my body beforehand for its burial. 9Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in 
the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 



6 

 
Jesus is Betrayed Mark 14:10-21 
 10Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to 
betray him to them. 11When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give 
him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 12On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples 
said to him, “Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?” 13So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man 
carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, 14and wherever he enters, say to the owner 
of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with 
my disciples?’ 15He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make 
preparations for us there.” 16So the disciples set out and went to the city, and found 
everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 
 17When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18And when they had taken their places 
and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating 
with me.” 19They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not 
I?” 20He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with 
me. 21For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand in body or spirit. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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  The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season. 
 

 
 

The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper Mark 14:22-25 
 22While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it 
to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he 
gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. 24He said to them, “This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many. 25Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of 
the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 

Communion Music French Suite no. 5:  Allemande 
By J.S. Bach 
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The Disciples Will Deny Jesus Mark 14:26-30 
 26When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27And Jesus said to 
them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written,  
 ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
  and the sheep will be scattered.’ 
28But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29Peter said to him, “Even though 
all become deserters, I will not.” 30Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, 
before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 31But he said vehemently, “Even 
though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And all of them said the same. 
 
 

Jesus Prays and is Betrayed Mark 14:32-52 
 36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,  
32They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 
pray.” 33He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and 
agitated. 34And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and 
keep awake.” 35And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if 
it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are 
possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” 37He came 
and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep 
awake one hour? 38Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39And again he went away and prayed, saying 
the same words. 40And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 
very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. 41He came a third time and said to 
them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at 
hand.” 
 
 43Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him 
there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the 
elders. 44Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest 
him and lead him away under guard.” 45So when he came, he went up to him at once and 
said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. 47But one of 
those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his 
ear. 48Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as 
though I were a bandit? 49Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did 
not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” 50All of them deserted him and fled. 
 51A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught 
hold of him, 52but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 
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Priests, People and Peter Deny Jesus Mark 14:53-72 
 53They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes 
were assembled. 54Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high 
priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. 55Now the chief priests 
and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they 
found none. 56For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not 
agree. 57Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, 58“We heard him say, 
‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not 
made with hands.’ ” 59But even on this point their testimony did not agree. 60Then the high 
priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it that they 
testify against you?” 61But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, 
“Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62Jesus said, “I am; and  
 ‘you will see the Son of Man 
 seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 
 and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’ ” 
63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? 64You have 
heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as deserving 
death. 65Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, 
“Prophesy!” The guards also took him over and beat him. 
 
 66While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came 
by. 67When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also were with 
Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” 68But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what 
you are talking about.” And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. 69And 
the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of 
them.” 70But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, 
“Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.” 71But he began to curse, and he 
swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are talking about.” 72At that moment the cock 
crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the 
cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 
 
Jesus Is Judged Mark 15:1-15 
  15:1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say 
so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, “Have you 
no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 5But Jesus made no further 
reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 
 6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 
asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed 
murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them 
according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the 
King of the Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had 
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handed him over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas 
for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the 
man you call the King of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked them, 
“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, 
wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 
handed him over to be crucified. 

Passion Hymn My Song is Love Unknown v.1-3 
 
 
1 My song is love unknown, 
 my Savior's love to me, 
 love to the loveless shown 
 that they might lovely be. 
 Oh, who am I that for my sake 
 my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 
2 He came from his blest throne 
 salvation to bestow; 
 the world that was his own  
 would not its Savior know. 
 But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 
 who at my need his life did spend! 
 
Jesus is Crucified Mark 15:16-32 
  16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a 
purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they 
began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They struck his head with a reed, spat upon 
him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple 
cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it 
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the 
place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him wine 
mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his clothes 
among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 
 25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two bandits, one on 
his right and one on his left. 29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30save yourself, 
and come down from the cross!” 31In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, 
were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may 
see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 

3 Sometimes we strew his way 
 and his sweet praises sing; 
 resounding all the day 
 hosannas to our king. 
 Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, 
 and for his death we thirst and cry. 
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Jesus is Dead Mark 15: 33-41 
 33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35When some of the bystanders heard it, 
they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 
to take him down.” 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who stood 
facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
 40There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These 
used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other 
women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 
 
 
Passion Hymn My Song is Love Unknown v. 4-6 
 
4 We cry out; we will have 
 our dear Lord made away, 
 a murderer to save, 
 the prince of life to slay. 
 Yet cheerful he to suff'ring goes 
 that he his foes from thence might free. 
 
5 In life no house, no home 
 my Lord on earth might have; 
 in death no friendly tomb 
 but what a stranger gave. 
 What may I say? Heav'n was his home 
 but mine the tomb wherein he lay. 
 

Jesus is Buried Mark 15:42-47 
 42When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day 
before the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was 
also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the 
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from 
the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46Then Joseph bought a 
linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb 
that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the 
tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid. 

 

 

6 Here might I stay and sing— 
 no story so divine! 
 Never was love, dear King, 
 never was grief like thine. 
 This is my friend, in whose sweet 

praise 
 I all my days could gladly spend! 
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Sending Hymn Were You There  
 

 

SENDING  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing 
Beloved, 
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, 
and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Sending. 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
Silence is kept.  
 



13 

 
Stewardship of Service This week – Mar. 24, 2024 Next week – Mar. 31, 2024 
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel All Baptized Members of Bethel 
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross 
Music Director Shlomo Farber Shlomo Farber 
Reader Ronda Bard TBA 
Zoom Host  Joann Noll Volunteer needed! 

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330 

All other music used with the artist permission 

 

Pray For: 

Pray for the people in Israel, Palestine, and all of the Middle East as they suffer war, violence, 
terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice. 
 
Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence. 
 
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen. 
 
Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand 
how we can share your love with them. 
 
Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin 
Assistant Kerry Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and 
friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.  
 
Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as they prepare for the Summer 2024 Day 
Camp. Send us excellent applicants for Staff and for our new Director, Marie Houk. 
 
Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe. 
 
Pray for our children, who have returned to classes and studies. Pray they are safe on wet, 
dark streets. Give them stamina and joy! 
 
Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who teach our 
children and keep them safe. 
 
Pray for those who are ill:  

• Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health 
complications 

• Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain tumor. 
• Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) as Faith enters her second century! 
• David Gyles for his improved lung health.  
• Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.  
• John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.  
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• Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.  
• Gary Andeen as he receives treatments for lung cancer. 
• Amy Bishop McDonald for her diagnosis and surgery for breast cancer. 
• Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health. 
• Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health. 
• Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to 

accomplish loving volunteer work. 
• JulieAnn Edman for continued strength and healing. 
• Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy. 
• Betty Jean Iacono, sister of Marjorie Strieff, as she heals from recent heart difficulties. 
• Rhonda Pederson, after a liver cancer diagnosis. 
• Jerry Jacobson, grandfather of Julia Rankin, who is currently in the hospital 
• Cari Catlow, for treatment and recovery from a knee injury 

 
Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's 
love. 
 
Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, 
Jacob, Miles, Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace. 
 
Pray in thanksgiving for all the blessings received this week.  
 
Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.  
 
Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church. 
 
 
Mark Your Calendars…See what’s happening at Bethel and Beyond this week:  
 
03/24  9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom 
03/24  10:00 AM  Palm Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom 
03/24  4:00 PM   Jazz Concert 
03/27  10:00 AM – 2:00 PM  Cash Oregon 
03/28  10:00 AM – 2:00 PM  Cash Oregon 
03/28  Noon  Crafternoon w/Pr. Leon 
03/28  1:00 PM – 7:00 PM – Bethel Bees Prep and Serve at Renaissance Commons 
03/28  4:30-5:30 PM Happy Hour on Zoom 
03/31  9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom 
03/31  10:00 AM  Easter Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom 
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Congregational Meeting 

To discuss a request for funds for a 
basement rehabilitation project. 

11:15 AM Sunday, April 7, 2024 

Please plan to attend online or in 
person.  If you plan to join in 
person, feel free to bring a snack to 
share. 

 
  This is Miriam Moody-Burghard’s Girl 

Scout Group.  If you are interested in 
donating, please use the QR code. 
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