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Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. 
Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to 
participate. If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the 
cup—Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35) 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude  Twelve Short Pieces for the Organ:  No.II 
By Samuel Wesley 

  

 
                    

 
 
Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located 
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There 
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish. 

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue  •  Portland, Oregon 97217  •  Email bethel@bethelpdx.org  •  Website www.bethelpdx.org 

Third Sunday During Lent  

Worship with Holy Communion 
March 3, 2024 

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church 

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as 
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation; 
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races, 
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations, 
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and 
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and 
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the 
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional 
and physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status 
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships. 
We commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social 
and economic justice, and environmental care.  
 

about:blank
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Confession  
Please stand in body or spirit 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song of Praise   Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray together: 
Holy God, through Jesus you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep 
us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 

 
 

 

 



4 

WORD 
Scripture Reading                                                           Exodus 20:1-17 

A reading from Exodus. 
 
1God spoke all these words: 
 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 
generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 
not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any 
work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 
alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 
sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. 
 13You shall not murder. 
 14You shall not commit adultery. 
 15You shall not steal. 
 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
Word of God, Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 Scripture Reading                                                          1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

 
A reading from Corinthians 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
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proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
Word of God, Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand in body or spirit  

 
 
Gospel Reading                                                               John 2:13-22 
The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 
years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please be seated 
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Children’s Time 
 

Sermon       
 

Hymn of the Day Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth 

 
Please stand in body or spirit 
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Prayers of Intercession 
The response to each prayer is:  Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Sharing of Peace – Take time to share the peace on Zoom and in person.  You may be seated 
when sharing of peace is concluded. 

 
 
 

COMMUNION MEAL 
For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion. 

 
Offering  

You may use one of our options for giving: Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church  phone # digits 6064, Paypal, 
see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may donate by 
mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting 
the many ministries of Bethel! 
 

Offering Prayer  
Let us pray. 
Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name. 
Amen. 
  
Great Thanksgiving  
Please stand in body or spirit 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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 The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season. 
 

 
 

The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 
Communion Music  Great is The Lord 
 By Michael W. Smith             
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SENDING 
 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 
Beloved, 
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, 
and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
Sending Song Blowing in the Wind 
 By Bob Dylan  
 
  
  
The Sending. 
Go in peace. Share your bread. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stewardship of Service This week – Mar. 3, 2024 Next week – Mar. 10, 2024 
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel All Baptized Members of Bethel 
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross 
Music Director/Musician Shlomo Farber Jenny Peterson 
Reader TBD TBD 
Zoom Host  Joann Knoll Volunteer needed! 

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330 

All other music used with the artist permission 
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Pray For: 

Pray for the people in Israel, Palestine, and all of the Middle East as they suffer war, violence, 
terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice. 
 
Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence. 
 
Pray for peace and justice in Ukraine, Holy Land, and Yemen. 
 
Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand 
how we can share your love with them. 
 
Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin 
Assistant Kerry Czuba, the 2024 Church Council members, and for all the members and 
friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.  
 
Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as they prepare for the Summer 2024 Day 
Camp. Send us excellent applicants for Staff and support the new Director Marie Houk. 
 
Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe. 
 
Pray for our children, who have returned to classes and studies. Pray they are safe on wet, 
dark streets. Give them stamina and joy! 
 
Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who teach our 
children and keep them safe. 
 
Pray for those who are ill:  

• Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health 
complications 

• Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain tumor. 
• Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) as Faith enters her second century! 
• David Gyles for his improved lung health.  
• Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.  
• John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.  
• Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.  
• Gary Andeen as he receives treatments for lung cancer. 
• Amy Bishop McDonald for her diagnosis and surgery for breast cancer. 
• Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health. 
• Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health. 
• Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to 

accomplish loving volunteer work. 
• JulieAnn Edman for continued healing as she undergoes her treatment. 
• Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy. 
• Betty Jean Iacono, sister of Marjorie Strieff, as she heals from recent heart difficulties. 
• Laurie Peterson, as she recovers from breast cancer surgery. 
• Rhonda Pederson, after a liver cancer diagnosis. 
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Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's 
love. 

Especially for Meghan Cyr and Jesse Alvey as they mourn the loss of Jesse's son, Meghan's 
stepson, Jacob Alvey.  Jacob died unexpectedly at his Marine base in Hawaii on Saturday, 
Jan. 27.  Please hold them in your prayers and thoughts as they grieve. 
 
Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, 
Jacob, Miles, Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace. 
 
Pray in thanksgiving for all the blessings received this week.  
 
Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.  
 
 
Mark Your Calendars…See what’s happening at Bethel and Beyond this week:  
 
03/03  9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom 
03/03  10:00 AM  Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom 
03/03  11:15 AM  Bingo and  Game Day with Pizza and Prizes 
03/06  10:00 AM – 2:00 PM  Cash Oregon 
03/07  10:00 AM – 2:00 PM  Cash Oregon 
03/07  Noon  Crafternoon w/Pr. Leon 
03/07  4:30-5:30 PM Happy Hour on Zoom 
03/10  9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom 
03/10  10:00 AM  Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter lilies are a reminder of the Risen Christ who brings us 
hope, gratitude and rebirth. 

Please consider ordering lilies to decorate the church for Easter.  
Include those you’d like the Bethel community to remember with 
your order.  The link to sign-up genius is below.  Venmo QR code. 
Payments can be made by mail, Paypal or Venmo (see code on 
side)  Cost is $10 per plant.  Deadline is March 20th. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4CABAC2CA4F49-
flowers1 

When ordering through sign-up genius please add your 
remembrance in the comments section.   

Thank you. 

Venmo QR Code 
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