§@°§a 4th Sunday after Epiphany
Churct Worship with Holy Communion
January 28, 2024

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races,
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations,
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional
and physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
We commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social
and economic justice, and environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude Twelve Voluntaries and Fugues for the Organ: Allegro
By G.F. Handel

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue e Portland, Oregon 97217 e Email bethel@bethelpdx.org ® Website www.bethelpdx.org



http://www.bethelpdx.org/

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Please stand in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,

the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
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Gathering Song of Prai
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We Are Marching In the Light of God

We Are Marching in the Light of God
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: SiyAHAMBA, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak
truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
Scripture Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20

A reading from Deuteronomy

[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 1éThis is what you requested of the Lord your
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If | hear the voice of

the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, | will die.” 17Then

the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18 will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their own people; | will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that | command. YAnyone who does not
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold

accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes
to speak in my name a word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that
prophet shall die.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

A reading from Corinthians

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not
yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him.

4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” sIndeed, even though there may be so-
called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—¢yet
for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.”



We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. ?But take care that this
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 19For if others
see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since
their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to
idolse '1So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are

destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their
falling, | will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit
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Gospel Reading Mark 1:21-28
The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord!

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered
the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as
one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man
with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy use | know who you are, the Holy One of God."” 25But Jesus
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing
him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept
on asking one another, “What is thisg¢ A new teaching—with authorityl He commands even
the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the
surrounding region of Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated



Children’s Time

Sermon
Hymn of the Day There is a Balm in Gilead
Please Stand in body or spirit
There Is a Balm 1n Gilead
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you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”

and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: God of grace, receive our prayer.

Shdring of Peace — 71uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person



COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering

You may use one of our options for giving: The offering plate will be passed by the ushers, Venmo
@BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, PayPal, see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at:

http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may give by mail. Thank you for supporting the many ministries
of Bethel!

Offertory

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, Holy One,

for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



The Thanksgiving continues with the preface.
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The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Duetto Il
By J. S. Bach

Communion Music




Announcements

Blessing

God who names you,
Christ who claims you,

SENDING

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,
+ bless you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

Go in peace. You are God's beloved.

Thanks be to God.

My One and Only Love
By Guy Wood

Stewardship of Service

This week - Jan 28, 2024

Next week - Feb. 4, 2024

Ministers

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Music Director Shlomo Farber Shlomo Farber
Reader Jim Van Dyke TBA

Zoom Host Joann Knoll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission



Pray For:

Pray for the people in Israel, Palestine, and all of the Middle East as they suffer war, violence,
terror, and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.
Pray for peace and justice in Russia and Ukraine, Armenia and Azerbaijan.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand
how we can share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin
Assistant Kerry Czuba, the 2023 and (soon!) 2024 Church Council members, and for all the
members and friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for Ju Ju Moody for a successful immigration process.

Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as they prepare for the Summer 2024 Day
Camp. Send us excellent applicants for Director and Staff.

Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe.

Pray for JulieAnn and Marlo Edman as they celebrate their move intfo a new home. Bless
them and their hospitality as they welcome family, friends, and angels into their household.

Pray for the young leaders who were confirmed in November, that they grow in faith and
gain a deeper understanding of Jesus as a guiding, loving force in their lives.

Pray for our children, who have returned to classes and studies. Pray they are safe on wet,
dark streets. Give them stamina and joy!

Pray for the teachers, school staff, parents, guardians, and grandparents who teach our
children and keep them safe.

Pray for those who areill:

« Mark Sjostrom, Svead's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health
complications

» Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain fumor.

» Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) as Faith enters her second century!

« David Gyles for his improved lung health.

» Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.

» John Knight and family as John confinues in memory care.

- Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

- Gary Andeen cs he receives tfreatments for lung cancer.

« Amy Bishop McDonald for her diagnosis and surgery for breast cancer.

« Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.
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« Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health.

« Jackie Calder, in thanks for healing and health that allows her to travel and to
accomplish loving volunteer work.

« Mary Rix as she undergoes tfreatment for breast cancer.

JulieAnn Edman for continued healing as she undergoes her treatment.

Lorraine Griffey for health, stamina, and joy.

Betty Jean lacono, sister of Marjorie Strieff, as she heals from recent heart difficulties.

Laurie Peterson, as she recovers from breast cancer surgery.

« Rhonda Pederson, after a liver cancer diagnosis.

Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's
love.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob,
Jacob, Miles, Andrew, Nash, Matthew, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray in thanksgiving for all the blessings received this week.
Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church. Pray especially for the potluck gathering and Annual
Congregational Meeting planned for today. May we eat well and accomplish church
business pleasing to God.

Mark Your Calendars...See what's happening at Bethel and Beyond this week:

01/28 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom

01/28 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom
01/28 11:15 AM Annual Meeting and Potluck

01/28 4:00 PM Jazz Concert

02/01 Noon Crafternoon w/Pr. Leon

02/01 4:30-5:30 PM Happy Hour on Zoom
02/04 9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom . Bethel Lutheran
02/04 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: in person or on Zoom .. Church Presents
A Jazz Concert
with
Bethel Lutheran’s ~.° | Northwest Tempo
25y
= 5 . January 28
~Annual Meeting * ..~ ff-#-

And Potluck

3 11:15 AM Sunday, January 28, 2024

donations accepted
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Stories to tell
Bible stories tell us many things about Jesus. What is
your favorite Bible story?

Draw a picture of it here, then use the picture to help
you tell the story to someone else!

Thank you, God, for Bible
stories. Help me to share
them with others. Amen

this week

Try reading one Bible story each day with your family. What
is your family favorite?

K Celebrens copyright © 2002 Augsburg Foreress, May be reproduced for local use,
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Welcome to worship. Today is Sunday, the day
when Christians gather to worship God. Jesus and
his disciples worshiped God too. Their worship day
had a special name.

Use the code below to discover what that name was.
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This word means rest. How do you rest with your
family on Sunday?
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Jesus, the teacher
Mark 1:21-28

Jesus spent most of his life teaching people about God. One day, in the city of Capernaum, Jesus was teaching a group of people
when suddenly a man with an evil spirit burst into the room. He shouted, “I know who you are! You are Gods Holy One.” Jesus
told the evil spirit to leave, and it shook the man, then left. Everyone listening to Jesus was amazed and surprised by what Jesus did.
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Set aside
time to
rest with
your
family.
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CIRCLE THE FISHING BOATS,

COLOR THE WELCOME SIGN,

DRAW SURPRISED LOOKS ON THE FACES OF THE PEOPLE LISTENING TO JESUS,
SEARCH THE PICTURE FOR ¥ HEARTS, 5 FISH, 3 CROSSES, AND 1STAR

Questions to ponder. ..
How did the man feel when Jesus sent his evil spirit away?
What does an evil spirit look like?
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