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Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please 
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate. 
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is 
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35) 

GATHERING 
 
Prelude  Christ in Me, Arise 

By Trevor Thomson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located 
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There 
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish. 

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue  •  Portland, Oregon 97217  •  Email bethel@bethelpdx.org  •  Website www.bethelpdx.org 

 

24th Sunday after Pentecost   

Worship with Holy Communion 
November 12, 2023 

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church 

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as 
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation; 
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races, 
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations, 
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and 
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and 
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the 
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional 
and physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status 
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships. 
We commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social 
and economic justice, and environmental care.  

http://www.bethelpdx.org/
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Please stand in body or spirit 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song of Praise Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray together: 
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give 
us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

Amen. 

Please be seated. 

  

WORD 
Scripture Reading Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 

A reading from Solomon. 
 
12Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 
 and she is easily discerned by those who love her, 
 and is found by those who seek her. 
 13She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. 
 14One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, 
 for she will be found sitting at the gate. 
 15To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, 
 and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, 
 16because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 
 and she graciously appears to them in their paths, 
 and meets them in every thought. 
 
Word of God, Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation   
Please stand in body or spirit 

 
Gospel Reading Matthew 25:1-13  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there 
will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do 
not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Please be seated 
 
Children’s Time  
 
Sermon       
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Hymn of the Day  Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying 
Please Stand in body or spirit 
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Prayers of Intercession 
The response to each prayer is:  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Sharing of Peace – Take time to share the peace on Zoom and in person 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNION MEAL 
For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion. 

 
Offering  

You may use one of our options for giving: The offering plate will be passed by the ushers, Venmo 
@BethelLutheran-Church  phone # digits 6064, PayPal, see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: 
http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may give by mail. Thank you for supporting the many ministries 
of Bethel! 
 

Offertory 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your graciousness in us, 
that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving  
The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Thanksgiving continues with the preface.  
 

The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
  
Communion Music Bread of Life 
 

SENDING 
 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song Shout to the Lord 

By Hillsong   
 
The Sending. 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stewardship of Service This week – Nov. 12, 2023 Next week – Nov. 19, 2023 
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel All Baptized Members of Bethel 
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross 
Musician/Music Director Jamie Vandenberg Shlomo Farber 
Reader TBD TBD 
Zoom Host  Joann Knoll Volunteer needed! 

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330 
All other music used with the artist permission 
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Pray For: 

 
Pray for the people in Israel, Palestine, and all of the Middle East as they suffer war, violence, terror, 
and retribution. Show the world a path to peace and justice. 
 
Pray for all those struggling after earthquakes, including those on the Turkey/Syrian border, in 
Afghanistan, and in Papua New Guinea, as they mourn their losses and rebuild homes and 
communities. 
 
Pray for those recovering from natural disasters, especially those on Maui, in Florida, in New York, in 
Morocco, and in Libya. 
 
Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence. 
 
Pray for peace and justice in Russia and Ukraine, Armenia and Azerbaijan. 
 
Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we 
can share your love with them. 
 
Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin Assistant 
Kerry Czuba, the 2023 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel 
Lutheran Church.  
 
Pray for the Bethel Youth Drop-In Center Board as they prepare for the Summer 2024 Day Camp. 
Send us excellent applicants for Director and Staff. 
 
Pray for Shlomo Farber, that his family and friends in Israel may be safe. 
 
Pray for the young leaders in our confirmation program that they grow in faith and gain a deeper 
understanding of Jesus as a guiding, loving force in their lives. Bless their preparation for confirmation 
as adult members of the Bethel congregation and community, 
 
Pray for our children, as they continue the school year and their journey to become creative and 
adventurous lifelong learners.  
 
Pray for those who are ill:  
 

• Lorraine Griffey, Cari Catlow's mom, who fell and suffered multiple hip/pelvis fractures. 
• Mark Sjostrom, Svea's uncle, as he recovers from cancer treatments and health complications. 
• Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain tumor. 
• Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) as Faith enters her second century! 
• David Gyles for his improved lung health.  
• Leo Lawrence for recovery from neuropathy surgery.  
• John Knight and family as John continues in memory care.  
• Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer.  
• Gary Andeen as he receives treatments for lung cancer. 
• Amy Bishop McDonald for her diagnosis and surgery for breast cancer. 
• Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health. 
• Glenn Chase, in thanks for his continued good health. 
• Jackie Calder for healing and health that allows travel and volunteer work. 
• Bethel Players for those who have Covid that they have mild cases and recover quickly. 
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• Mary Rix** as she undergoes surgery and radiation for cancer. 
• JulieAnn Edman* in thanksgiving for a successful surgery and optimistic prognosis and 

continued healing as she undergoes her treatment. 
 
*Send cards and notes to her temporary Arizona address 3227 E Glenn St Tucson AZ 85716 or email 
her at jedman999@gmail.com. NOTE CORRECTED ZIP CODE. 
 
**If you’d like to send a message to Mary Rix please use the Caring Bridge website: 
https://www.caringbridge.org/signup/5f4bb34ebe55a79bad3c12a3cc7aae6f11447288e0500c2c2b9
c23254dc826b7  Site name:  maryrix   Your support, including comments and hearts are much 
appreciated. 
 
Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.  
 
Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles, 
Andrew, Nash, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace. 
 
Pray in thanksgiving for all the blessings received this week.  
 
Continue to give thanks for Joann's mom, Faith Moser, who recently celebrated her 100th birthday. 
 
Give thanks and celebrate the recent baptism of Ellis & Solveig Erickson-Spencer. 
 
Pray we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.  
 
Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church. 
 
 
Mark Your Calendars…See what’s happening at Bethel and Beyond 
this week:  
 
 
11/12  3:00 PM  Codfather Production 
11/12  6:00 PM  Codfather Production 
11/13 – 11/16  Pastor Leon at First Call Theological Ed. 
11/15  7:00 PM  Drop-In Board Meeting 
11/16  4:30-5:30 PM  Happy Hour on Zoom 
11/19  9:00 AM Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom 
11/19  10:00 AM  Sunday Worship: in-person or on Zoom  
11/19  11:15 AM  Church Council Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:jedman999@gmail.com
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