6th Sunday of Easter

Churc® Worship with Holy Communion
May 14, 2023

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, and we pray God will be real to you as
you worship with us. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation;
therefore, we invite all people, including those of all races,
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations,
ages, economic levels, and abilities. God loves all creation and
holds us all, so we welcome you who walk through our doors and
you who are outside those doors. We honor and appreciate the
rich diversity of age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional
and physical health, gender identity and expression, marital status
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
We commit ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social
and economic justice, and environmental care.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person.
Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to
participate. If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the
cup—Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude Moderato, Op. 19 no. 4
By Mendelssohn

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all gender restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
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Confession and Absolution
Please stand in body or spirit

Alleluial Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. AlImighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.




Gathering Song of Praise Glory Be to God in Heaven
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God on high!
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your

great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated



WORD
Scripture Reading Acts 17:22-31

A reading from Acts.

22pqul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely religious
you are in every way. 2For as | went through the city and looked carefully at the objects
of your worship, | found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’
What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. 24The God who made the
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, 2°nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 2¢From one
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they
would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not
far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even
some of your own poets have said,

‘For we too are his offspring.’
295ince we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver,
or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 3While God has
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, 3lbecause he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to
all by raising him from the dead.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
Gospel Reading John 14:15-21

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord!

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1°"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 1eAnd | will
ask God, and God will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit
of tfruth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees the Spirit nor knows the
Spirit. You know the Spirit, because the Spirit abides with you, and the Spirit will be in you.

18¥ will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. '“In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. 2°0On that day you will
know that | am in God, and you in me, and | in you. 2'They who have my commandments
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by God, and |
will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Children’s Time

Sermon



Hymn of the Day

Please stand in body or spirit

Loving Spirit

Loving Spirit
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1 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho - sen me to be—
2 Like a moth-er you en-fold me, hold my life with-in your own,
3 Like a fa - ther you pro-tect me,teach me the dis-cern-ing eye,
4  Friendand lov-er, in your close-ness I am known and held and blessed:
5 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho - sen me to be—
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you have drawn me to your won - der, you have set
feed me with your ver-y bod - y, form me of
hoist me up up - on your shoul-der, let
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your sign on me.
your flesh and bone.
see the world from high.

iIn your prom - ise 18 my com - fort, in your pres-ence
your sign on me.

you have drawn me to your won - der, you have set

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931
Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 1987 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayers of Intercession

The response to each prayer is: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Sharing of Peace — 7Tuke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person

Please be seated

I

may rest.



COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, Paypal,
see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may donate by
mail. Thank you for supporting the many ministries of Bethel!

Offertory

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.

Great Thanksgiving

Please stand in body or spirit

The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season.

Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow-er and might,

S e
57— | u.l_ll-ci_JJJa‘*lua-_-

heav’'n and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

| £ i | i | 1 .
{ 2 ’ . . | I —of AR 7 [
I-@.}} : == J—J ' J = ’-

= =
Bless - ed is he who comes n the name of the Lord. Ho -
i — i D i |
e e et —— e — =
o ' r ' - - I
5aMn - N 1IN the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music Melodie, Op. 77 no. 9
By Moszkowski



Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

Announcements

Blessing

The God of all,

who raised + Jesus from the dead,
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

Alleluial Christ is risen!

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
Thanks be to God.

The Longest Time
By Billy Joel

Stewardship of Service This week — May 14, 2023 Next week - May. 21, 2023
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Music Director Shlomo Farber Shlomo Farber

Reader Jared Burdick Ronda Bard

Zoom Host Joann Knoll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission



Pray for:

Pray for the women of Iran that they may speak out in safety and be heard and honored.
Pray for all those on the Turkey/Syrian boarder who have suffered great loss due the earthquake.

Pray for Farid Owiji, a cousin to a friend of Pastor Leon, who is a journalist in Iran who was jailed for 27
days. Help him to heal from his trauma and help him as he seeks safety and asylum in other
countries.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.

Pray for Our Saviour's Lutheran Church in Seaside, OR. Let us lift them up in the spirit of congeniality,
and partnership to live out the gospel message with our neighbors.

Pray for peace and justice in Russia and Ukraine

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we
can share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shiomo Farber, YDIC Summer
Program Director Heather Anderson, Admin Assistant Kerry Czuba, the 2023 Church Council
members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for those going through our confirmation program that they grow in faith and have a deeper
understanding of Jesus as someone who is a guiding, loving force in their lives.

Pray for our children, as they work on the 2nd half the school year. May they finish out the year with a
yearning to learn more.

Pray for those who are ill:

* Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain tumor while newly
returned to his home base

* Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and all her family who are caregiving and traveling and
dealing with plumbing adventures in Faith's older home.

* David Gyles for his improved lung health

* Leo Lawrence as he continues tfreatment for cancer

* John Knight and family as John continues in memory care

* Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer

* Donald Gibler, grandson of Laverne Atkins, who has experienced a set back due to a previous
injury.

* Gary Andeen as he receives treatments for lung cancer.

* Amy Bishop McDonald for her diagnosis and surgery for breast cancer.

* Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.

* Jules Auger's wife Carol who is recovering from hip surgery.

* Harry Griffin (Pastor Keys grandson) & family, continue prayers for his recovery.

* Glenn Chase for continued good results on medical fests.

* Marjorie Strieff for improved health.



Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.

Pray for Miles Bard as he transitions to moving back to Portland.

Pray for Erik Spurrell as his housemate, David, died on April 15. And his grandmother, Mama, died on
May 7 at 96. May God bless his grief.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray in thanksgiving for all the blessings received this week.
Pray we know that God is close and we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.
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Sharing the good news
The Holy Spirit is with us to help us share Jesus’ story with
others.

Sixth s""'day of

Circle things in the picture we can use to: asten

¢ Listen to someone reading Bible stories

e Write a letter inviting your friend to worship 9ather

* Send an e-mail message to cheer up a sad friend Welcome to worship.

* Sing a Sunday school song together Today is the sixth Sunday of Easter. All our senses

e Look at Bible storybooks hel hip God. 1 hi day think

« Call a friend with an invitation to come to Sunday school elp us to worship God. In worship today thin
about the different ways you use your senses—
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seeing, hearing, smelling, touching, and tasting.

Seen Unseen
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this week

Listen to the Holy Spirit. Which friends or neighbors need your
help this week? Draw something you see at worship.

Kids Celebrate copyright © 2004 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced for local use.

An advocate

John 14:15-21

Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to the disciples. He calls the
Holy Spirit the Advocate.

The disciples could see Jesus. He had been with them to teach and
guide them. Now the Holy Spirit would do the same thing in an
unseen way forever. The Holy Spirit guides us too.

An advocate is someone who
speaks or acts to help someone
else.

Each of these young people has
an advocate. Draw lines to match
the pairs. Circle the person who
is the advocate.

Help us hear you speaking to us, God. Notice unseen things during worship by hearing,
Help us speak to others about you. Amen touching, smelling and tasting.
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