()3 4th Sunday in Lent

Chyec® Worship with Holy Communion
March 19, 2023

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here with us—in person and via Zoom—and
we pray God will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a
Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all
creafion and holds us all, we welcome you. We welcome
everyone and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age,
sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health,
gender identity, marital status and station in life bring to the Bethel
family and our relationships.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person.
Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to
participate. If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the
cup—Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude Amazing Grace
By Rev. John Newton

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all genderl restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue e Portland, Oregon 97217 e Email bethel@bethelpdx.org ¢ Website www.bethelpdx.org
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Confession
Please stand in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God'’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.




Gathering Song of Praise

Let All Things Now Living

Let All Things Now Living
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Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
Scripture Reading Ephesians 5:8-14

A reading from Ephesians

80Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—?for
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 0Try to find out what is
pleasing to the Lord. '"Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose
them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything
exposed by the light becomes visible, 4for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit
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Gospel Reading John 9:1-41
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord!

5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph.¢Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was
sitting by the well. It was about noon.

’A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” &(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) “The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria2” (Jews do not
share things in common with Samaritans.) 19Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from
ite” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 4but those
who drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give
will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to
him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here
to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 7The woman answered
him, “lI have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no
husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your
husband. What you have said is true!” “The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a
prophet. 200ur ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour
is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation
is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship
him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 2¢Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you wante” or, “Why are you speaking with
her2” 28Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the
people, 2?“Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever done! He cannot
be the Messiah, can he?¢” 30They left the city and were on their way to him.

SIMeanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to
them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one
another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My
food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say,
‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’'e But | tell you, look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 3¢The reaper is already receiving wages and is
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 3’For here
the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38l sent you to reap that for which
you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”
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Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony,
“He told me everything | have ever done.” 49So when the Samaritans came to him, they
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 4 And many more believed
because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said
that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior
of the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Sermon

Please stand in body or spirit

Hymn of the Day | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.

my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
and in that light of life I'll walk till trav-"ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune



Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Sharing of Peace — 71uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person

COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, Paypal,
see our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may donate by
mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting
the many ministries of Bethel!

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

Please stand in body or spirit.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.




The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season.
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The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated
Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music Larghetto Op. 15 no. 1
By Clara Schumann



Announcements

Blessing

SENDING

The God who faithfully brings forth justice

and breaks the oppressor’s rod

+ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always.
Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

Make You Feel My Love

By Boaz Jong De/Walterus Marcel Schimscheimer/Ricardo M Burgrust

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.

Thanks be to God.

Stewardship of Service This week - Mar. 19, 2023 Next week — Mar. 26, 2023
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Music Director Shlomo Farber Shlomo Farber

Reader Karen Anderson Tana Bishop

Zoom Host Joann Knoll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission




Please Pray:

Pray for the women of Iran that they may speak out in safety and be heard and honored.
Pray for all those on the Turkey/Syrian boarder who have suffered great loss due the earthquake.

Pray for Farid Owiji, a cousin to a friend of Pastor Leon, who is a journalist in Iran who was jailed for 27
days. Help him to heal from his trauma and help him as he seeks safety and asylum in other
countries.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence.

Pray for Our Saviour's Lutheran Church in Seaside, OR. Let us lift them up in the spirit of congeniality,
and partnership to live out the gospel message with our neighbors.

Pray for peace and justice in Russia and Ukraine

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we
can share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shiomo Farber, YDIC Summer
Program Director Heather Anderson, Admin Assistant Kerry Czuba, the 2023 Church Council
members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pray for those going through our confirmation program that they grow in faith and have a deeper
understanding of Jesus as someone who is a guiding, loving force in their lives.

Pray for our children, as they work on the 2nd half the school year. May they finish out the year with a
yearning to learn more.

Pray for those who areill:

* Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain tumor while newly
returned to his home base

* Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and all her family who are caregiving and fraveling and
dealing with plumbing adventures in Faith's older home.

* David Gyles for his improved lung health

* Leo Lawrence as he contfinues treatment for cancer

» Jeff Kolpin, husband of Shirley, as he recovers from hip surgery. Give them the grace and humor
to get through.

* John Knight and family as John contfinues in memory care

* Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer

* Donald Gibler, grandson of Laverne Atkins, who has experienced a set back due to a previous
injury.

* Clarence Montgomery and his family, cousin of Karen Anderson, who has been recently
diagnosed with Parkinson's disease that has progressed rapidly.

* Gary Andeen as he receives freatments for lung cancer.

* Amy Bishop McDonald for her diagnosis and surgery for breast cancer.

* Faith St. John for a speedy recovery after surgery
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* Chuck Huntley, brother of Marjorie Strieff, for his ongoing health.

* Dave Moody as he is dealing with loss.

* David Ness while he recovers from a fall.

* Karen Anderson for a quick recovery after cataract surgery

* Laura Spurrell, for quick healing after surgery to fix a problem with her esophagus.

Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.

Pray for Miles Bard as he fransitions to moving back to Portland.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray in thanksgiving for all the blessings received this week.
Pray we know that God is close and we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.

Pastor Leon’s Birthday is Monday, March 20
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Jim Beck is turning 94
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- \\(I)r 1eOW N Bothel Commaunity, te's showet
/ / * \\ im with cards!
Address is 3510 SW Hamilton Ct.,
Portland, OR 97221

‘We are so grateful for you being
our pastor at Bethel. Here's to
many birthday blessings!
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We are children of the light on Sundays, Saturdays, and
every day in between!

How many times do you hear the word light in the
reading from Ephesians? Listen, then circle the number.

1 2 3 4 5

Dear God, we will share your light
with others every day. Amen )

This week

Plan a way to bring Gods light to someone in your neighborhood.
Bring cookies, share a Sunday school song, or send a letter or
e-mail inviting them to worship on Palm Sunday or Easter.

Kids Celebrate copyright © 2004 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced for local use.
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Seeing is believing 8
John 9:1-41
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Welcome to worship. Today is the fourth Sunday in
Lent.

There are 40 days in Lent. Find 40 candles on the
pages of this bulletin.

Close your eyes and listen to the sounds of worship.
What do you hear?

Look around you.
In the lens of the
glasses draw
something you
see.

Circle things that
help you see far
away things.

Draw a triangle
around things that
help you see tiny
things.
“‘? Underline things
\) that help you see
in the dark.

Even with all these things, we can't see God with our
eyes. But we can see God’s word in a special book.

Find the special book and draw a cross on it. 4

The man couldn’t believe his eyes. He could see Jesus. He could see everyone. He could see everything through his own pair of eyes!
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Learn the sign for the word light in American Sign Language. Use it as
you hear the lector read Ephesians 5:8-14.

Draw a line connecting the
pairs of eyes, candles,
Bibles, crosses, and water
drops hidden in this
picture.
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