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Chyec® Worship with Holy Communion
January 8, 2023

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here with us—in person and via Zoom—and
we pray God will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a
Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation
and holds us all, we welcome you. We welcome everyone and
honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation,
race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital
status and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our
relationships.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING

Prelude Romances Sans Paroles

By Gariel Fauré

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all genderl restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue e Portland, Oregon 97217 e Email bethel@bethelpdx.org ® Website www.bethelpdx.org
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Thanksgiving for Baptism
Please stand and face the baptismal font in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

forin the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.




Gathering Song of Praise Shall We Gather at the River
Verses 1 and 2

Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil- ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tde for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor -ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826—-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:

O God, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed your beloved Child and anointed them
with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be
your children, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

WORD

Scripture Reading Acts 10:34-43

A reading from Acts

34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I fruly understand that God
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. 3¢You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 3’That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 33how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3We are witnhesses to
all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on
a tree; 9but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 4'not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as withesses, and who ate and drank with
him after he rose from the dead. 2He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.




Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit
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Al-le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - 1a, al - le -  lu - a.
. Repeat alleluia
Gospel Reading Matthew 3:13-17

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord!

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John
would have prevented him, saying, “l need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me<e” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill
all ighteousness.” Then he consented. "*And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 7And a voice from heaven
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

Children’s Time

Sermon




Please stand in body or spirit

Hymn of the Day

Crashing Waters at Creation

Crashing Waters at Creation
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1 Crash-ing wa-ters at cre - a - tion, or-dered by the Spir - it’s breath,
2 Part - ing wa - ter stood and trem-bled as the cap-tives passed on through,
3 Cleans-ing wa - ter once at Jor-dan closed a-round the one fore-told,
4 Liv - ing wa - ter, nev-er end-ing, quench the thirst and flood the soul.
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first to  wit - ness day’s be- gin-ning from thebright-ness of night’s death.
wash-ing off the chains of bond-age— chan-nel to a life made new.
o - pened to re - veal the glo-ry ev-er newand ev -er old

Well-spring,source of  life e - ter-nal, drenchour dry-ness, make us whole.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: STUTTGART, attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
Text @ 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Sharing of Peace — 7uke time to share the peace on Zoom and in person
Please be seated




COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering
You may use one of our options for giving: Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, Paypal, see
our website bethelpdx.org for link, online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate Additionally you may donate by mail
or, if worshiping in-person, use the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting the
many ministries of Bethel!

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

God of abundance,

receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,

and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

Please stand in body or spirit.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season.
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Bless - ed 18 he who comes in the name  of the Lord
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The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Communion Music Le Onde (The Waves)
By Ludovico Einaudi



Announcements

Blessing
God bless you and keep you,

SENDING

+ Jesus grant you grace and truth,
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts,

now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Song

The Sending.

Christ the Savior is born!

Hornpipe from Water Music

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

Thanks be to God.

By George Frederic Handel

Stewardship of Service

This week - Jan. 8, 2023

Next week - Jan. 15, 2023

Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel | All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor Pastor Leon LaCross Pastor Leon LaCross
Music Director Jenny Peterson Shlomo Farber

Reader TBD TBD

Zoom Host Joann Knoll Volunteer needed!

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330

All other music used with the artist permission



Please Pray
Pray for the women of Iran that they may speak out in safety and be heard and honored.

Pray for Farid Owiji, a cousin to a friend of Pastor Leon, who is a journalist in Iran who was jailed for 27
days. Help him to heal from his trauma and help him as he seeks safety and asylum in other
countries.

Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence, especially those in Highland Park, Ill, Buffalo, NY,
Tulsa, OK and Uvalde, TX.

Pray for Our Saviour's Lutheran Church in Seaside, OR. Let us lift them up in the spirit of congeniality,
and partnership to live out the gospel message with our neighbors.

Pray for peace and justice in Russia and Ukraine. Pray for the people of both countries, the
diplomats and negotiators, and the leaders of all the nations involved. Pray that all refugees and
displaced persons are safe and warm and fed. Bring healing and comfort to the injured and
grieving. Pray that the warfare ceases.

Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we
can share your love with them.

Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shiomo Farber, Admin Assistant
Kerry Czubaq, the 2022 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel
Lutheran Church.

Pray for those going through our confirmation program that they grow in faith and have a deeper
understanding of Jesus as someone who is a guiding, loving force in their lives.

Pray for our children, while on Christmas break that they get a chance to rest and play with family
and friends.

Pray for those who areill:

* Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain tumor while newly
returned to his home base

* Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and all her family who are caregiving and fraveling and
dealing with plumbing adventures in Faith's older home.

* David Gyles for his improved lung health

* Leo Lawrence as he continues treatment for cancer

» Shirley Kolpin and family as Shirley recovers from hip surgery and faces life's challenges with
humor, stubbornness, and joy

* John Knight and family as John continues in memory care

* Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer

* Donald Gibler, grandson of Laverne Atkins, who has experienced a set back due to a previous
injury.

* Clarence Montgomery and his family, cousin of Karen Anderson, who has been recently
diagnosed with Parkinson's disease that has progressed rapidly.

* Gary Andeen as he receives tfreatments for lung cancer.

* Amy Bishop McDonald for her diagnosis and surgery for breast cancer.

* Faith St. John as she recovers from surgery.



Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.
Pray for those enduring family loss and anguish, we continue to pray for the Marx Family.
Pray for Carolyn Tamer's (friend of Marjorie) friends and family as they mourn Carolyn's passing.

Pray for Karin Blakely, Ryan Olson’'s aunt, who passed away on Dec. 2 due to cancer. We pray for
the family during this time of loss.

Pray for Mike Dundas and family for the passing of Bertie Dundas.

Pray for friends and family of Gwen & Devene Jacobsen, friends of Ryan Olson, who died in a car
accident.

Pray for Miles Bard as he prepares to move back home.
Pray for Eric Spurrell as he moves into a group home in Beaverton.
Pray for Laura Spurrell as she prepares for her upcoming surgery.

Pray for Cedar, nephew of P.J. & Dorian Bentley, that he receives caring and effective mental health
treatment during a very difficult time for him and his family.

Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.

Pray in thanksgiving for all the blessings received this week.
Pray we know that God is close and we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.

Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.
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Water everywhere
We use water all the time for many things.

Find pictures of three things that could use water.
Draw a line to the kind of water they need.

Talk about the water of baptism, the water that gives us new
life, washes away our sins, and splashes us with the good
news that we are God’ children.

&

*this week

Look at pictures from baptisms in your family and tell baptism
stories.

Kids Celebrate copyright © 2004 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced for local use.
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Welcome to worship.

Epiphany days are a time for seeing in a new way.
Baptism is our time to begin a new life: one that is
connected to Jesus. In baptism we are claimed as
Gods children and marked with the cross of Christ.

Trace the baptismal font and add water drops to the
picture.

1 baptize you in the name of the Father.
* and of the Son. and of the Holy Spiril

Are there baptisms during worship today? Write the
names of those being baptized. Keep them in your
prayers this week.

C\eal' & Celeppate /\__/

Jesus’ baptism
Matthew 3:13-17
Imagine being there with John and Jesus at the water.
Here’s another “epiphany,” another new way to see Jesus.
Imagine hearing God say, “This is my Son,” and seeing the
sky open to show the shape of a dove
coming to Jesus.

Draw a dove in the sky.

Print “This is my Son” in
the puffy cloud shape.

Draw a triangle
connecting God’s
words, the dove,
and Jesus.

Dear God, we celebrate being a part of your family.
Thank you for your everlasting love. Amen
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The triangle is a symbol for the Trinity: the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Listen for that three-part name
for God in worship, especially during baptisms.
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