1st Sunday of Advent
Worship with Holy Communion
November 27, 2022

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
We are glad you are here with us—in person and via Zoom—and
we pray God will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a
Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation
and holds us all, we welcome you. We welcome everyone and
honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation,
race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital
status and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our
relationships.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING
Prelude

Short Prelude in C Major
J.S. Bach

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all genderl restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
Address 5658 North Denver Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97217 • Email bethel@bethelpdx.org • Website www.bethelpdx.org
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Children’s Time and Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Children’s Time will conclude with the following prayer as the wreath is lit:

Let us pray:
Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world. This Advent, help us slow down, listen to
your voice, and focus on what’s really important. We place our hope in you as we
prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth on Christmas.
Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Please stand in body or spirit

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever.
Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.
Let us confront our sins,
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.
We have strayed from your paths.
We prepare for war instead of peace.
We dishonor one another and your creation.
Purify us with your refining fire
and set us again on your way of love,
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,
and welcome your coming among us.
Amen.
People of God,
a new thing is growing in our midst,
a tender branch,
a living sign.
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.
You have put on ☩ Christ,
and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
Amen.
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Gathering Song of Praise
Verses 1 and 2

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together:
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

WORD
Isaiah 2:1-5

Scripture Reading
A reading from Isaiah
1The

word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2In

days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5O

house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Romans 13:11-14

Scripture Reading
A reading from Romans
11Besides

this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor
of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit

Gospel Reading

Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord!
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of
the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated
.

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day

My Lord, What a Morning

Please stand in body or spirit
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Prayers of Intercession

The response to each prayer is: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Sharing of Peace – Take time to share the peace on Zoom and in person

Please be seated

COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering

You may use one of our options for giving Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, Paypal, see
the website bethelpdx.org for link. Additionally, you may donate by mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the
offering plate in the back of the sanctuary, envelopes are located in the pews. Thank you for supporting the
many ministries of Bethel!

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful,
Eternal God,
you make the desert bloom
and send springs of water to thirsty ground.
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money,
and make us messengers of your mercy and love
for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
Please stand in body or spirit.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season.

The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Please be seated

Sharing the Bread and Cup
Communion Music
Menuetto

Piano Sonata No. 20, Op.49 No. 2: ll – Tempo di
By Beethoven
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SENDING
Announcements
Blessing

God the eternal Word,
who dwells with us in Jesus,
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Song

Hard Times Come Again No More
By Stephen Foster

The Sending.

Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

Stewardship of Service

This week – Nov. 27

Next week – Dec. 4

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Leon LaCross

Pastor Leon LaCross

Music Director

Shlomo Farber

Shlomo Farber

Reader

Marlo Edman

Stephanie Burdick

Joann Knoll

Volunteer needed!

Ministers
Pastor

Zoom Host

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330
All other music used with the artist permission
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Please Pray
Pray for the women of Iran that they may speak out in safety and be heard and honored.
Pray for Farid Owji, a cousin to a friend of Pastor Leon, who is a journalist in Iran who was jailed for 27
days. Help him to heal from his trauma and help him as he seeks safety and asylum in other
countries.
Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence, especially those in Highland Park, Ill, Buffalo, NY,
Tulsa, OK and Uvalde, TX.
Pray for Our Saviour's Lutheran Church in Seaside, OR. Let us lift them up in the spirit of congeniality,
and partnership to live out the gospel message with our neighbors. Especially as they get ready for a
new roof and their 75th anniversary.
Pray for peace and justice in Russia and Ukraine. Pray for the people of both countries, the
diplomats and negotiators, and the leaders of all the nations involved. Pray that all refugees and
displaced persons are safe and warm and fed. Bring healing and comfort to the injured and
grieving. Pray that the warfare ceases.
Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand how we
can share your love with them.
Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Farber, Admin Assistant
Kerry Czuba, the 2022 Church Council members, and for all the members and friends of Bethel
Lutheran Church.
Pray for those going through our confirmation program that they grow in faith and have a deeper
understanding of Jesus as someone who is a guiding, loving force in their lives.
Pray for our children, as they started the school year. Let us continue to welcome their noisy,
(mostly!) joyful participation in online and in-person gatherings!
Pray for those who are ill:
• Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain tumor while newly
returned to his home base
• Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and all her family who are caregiving and traveling and
dealing with plumbing adventures in Faith's older home.
• David Gyles for his improved lung health
• Leo Lawrence as he continues treatment for cancer
• Shirley Kolpin and family as Shirley recovers from hip surgery and faces life's challenges with
humor, stubbornness, and joy
• John Knight and family as John continues in memory care
• Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer
• Donald Gibler, grandson of Laverne Atkins, who has experienced a set back due to a previous
injury.
• Clarence Montgomery and his family, cousin of Karen Anderson, who has been recently
diagnosed with Parkinson's disease that has progressed rapidly.
• Gary Andeen as he receives treatments for lung cancer.
• Amy Bishop McDonald for her diagnosis and surgery for breast cancer.
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Pray for those enduring family loss and anguish, we continue to pray for the Marx Family.
Pray for all those who have passed away that they experience the loving embrace of God's love.
Pray for Carolyn Tamer’s (friend of Marjorie) friends and family as they mourn Carolyn’s passing.
Pray for Miles Bard as he continues transitional housing in Minneapolis.
Pray for Cedar, nephew of P.J. & Dorian Bentley, that he receives caring and effective mental health
treatment during a very difficult time for him and his family.
Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles,
Andrew, Nash, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.
Pray in thanksgiving for all the blessings received this week.
Pray we know that God is close and we are open to receiving and sharing God's love.
Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.
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