20th Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
October 23, 2022

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
We are glad you are here with us—in person and via Zoom—and we
pray God will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in
Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us all,
we welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich
diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief,
emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and
station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person.
Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to
participate. If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the
cup—Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING
Prelude

Pictures at an Exhibition: Promenade
By Modest Mussorgsky

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. An all genderl restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
Address 5658 North Denver Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97217 • Email bethel@bethelpdx.org • Website www.bethelpdx.org
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Confession and Absolution
Please stand in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
We confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
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Gathering Song of Praise

Praise to You, O God of Mercy
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray together:
Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting forgiveness.
Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their glory in
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.

WORD
Scripture Reading

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

6As

for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has
come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From
now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his
appearing.
16At

my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be
counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was
rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save
me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

4

Gospel Acclamation
Please stand in body or spirit

Gospel Reading

Luke 18:9-14

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord!
9[Jesus]

also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus,
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this
tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector,
standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying,
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather
than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves
will be exalted.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Children’s Time
Sermon
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Hymn of the Day
Please stand in body or spirit

God, When Human Bonds are Broken

Prayers of Intercession

The response to each prayer is: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Sharing of Peace – Take time to share the peace on Zoom and in person
Please be seated.
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COMMUNION MEAL

For those worshiping virtually, please gather your bread and wine to participate in Holy Communion.

Offering

You may use one of our options for giving Venmo @BethelLutheran-Church phone # digits 6064, Paypal, see
the website bethelpdx.org for link. Additionally, you may donate by mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the
offering plate in the back of the sanctuary, envelopes are located in the pews. Thank you for supporting the
many ministries of Bethel!

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
Please stand in body or spirit

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season.

The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Please be seated.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
Communion Music

Rêverie

By Claude Debussy
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SENDING
Announcements
Blessing

The God of peace,
Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Advocate,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.

Sending Song

Holberg Suite, Op. 40: III. Gavotte

By Edvard Grieg

The Sending.

Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor
Musician

This week – October 23

Next week – October 30

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Leon LaCross

Pastor Leon LaCross

Shlomo Farber

Reader

Ronda Bard

Shlomo Farber
Karen Anderson
Volunteer needed!

Zoom Host

Hymns shown on this bulletin are licensed via Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS10330
All other music is in the public domain or is used with the artist’s permission.
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Please Pray
Pray for the women of Iran that they may speak out in safety and be heard and honored.
Let us continue to pray for all victims of gun violence, especially those in Highland Park, Ill,
Buffalo, NY, Tulsa, OK and Uvalde, TX.
Pray for Our Saviour's Lutheran Church in Seaside, OR. Let us lift them up in the spirit of
congeniality, and partnership to live out the gospel message with our neighbors, especially
at their 75th anniversary.
Pray for peace and justice in Russia and Ukraine. Pray for the people of both countries, the
diplomats and negotiators, and the leaders of all the nations involved. Pray that all refugees
and displaced persons are safe and warm and fed. Bring healing and comfort to the injured
and grieving. Pray that the warfare ceases.
Pray for peace and justice and safety among our houseless neighbors. Help us understand
how we can share your love with them.
Pray for Bethel leaders, including Pastor Leon LaCross, Music Director Shlomo Faber, Admin
Assistant Kerry Czuba, the 2022 Church Council members, and for all the members and
friends of Bethel Lutheran Church.
Pray for those going through our confirmation program that they grow in faith and have a
deeper understanding of Jesus as someone who is a guiding, loving force in their lives.
Pray for our children, as they started the school year. Let us continue to welcome their noisy,
(mostly!) joyful participation in online and in-person gatherings!
Pray for those who are ill:
• Neil Marshall (Nash's Portland family) as Neil undergoes treatment for a brain tumor
while newly returned to his home base
• Faith Moser (mother of Joann Noll) and all her family who are caregiving and traveling
and dealing with plumbing adventures in Faith's older home.
• David Gyles for his improved lung health
• Leo Lawrence as he continues treatment for cancer
• Shirley Kolpin and family as Shirley recovers from hip surgery and faces life's
challenges with humor, stubbornness, and joy
• John Knight and family as John continues in memory care
• Laura Day, mother of Natalie Peterson, in her diagnosis and treatment of cancer
• Carolyn Tamer (friend of Marjorie) who is suffering from kidney disease.
• Clarence Montgomery and his family, cousin of Karen Anderson, who has been
recently diagnosed with Parkinson's disease that has progressed rapidly.
• Donald Gibler, grandson of Laverne Atkins, who has experienced a setback due to a
previous injury.
• Gary Andeen as he receives treatments for lung cancer
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Pray for those enduring family loss and anguish, we continue to pray for the Marx Family.
Pray for Miles Bard as he continues transitional housing in Minneapolis.
Pray for Cedar, nephew of P.J. & Dorian Bentley, that he receives caring and effective
mental health treatment during a very difficult time for him and his family.
Continuing prayers for well-being for our loved ones Timothy, Elizabeth, Marlo, Julie Ann,
Faith, Jim, Rob, Jacob, Miles, Andrew, Nash, and Patricia--may they walk in light and peace.
Pray in thanksgiving for all the blessings received this week.
Pray that we know that God is close and that we are open to receiving and sharing God's
love.
Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church.
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