BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Worship with Holy Communion
January 9, 2022

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
We are glad you are here with us—in person and via Zoom—and we
pray God will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling
in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us
all, we welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich
diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief,
emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and
station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

Communion - We will celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom, as well as gathered in person. Please
have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you would like to participate.
If you do not have access to wine or grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup—Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35)

GATHERING
Prelude

The Two Trees by Loreena Mckennitt

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender-neutral restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
Address 5658 North Denver Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97217 • Email bethel@bethelpdx.org • Website www.bethelpdx.org
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Gathering Song

Crashing Waters at Creation

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Song of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven

Epiphany means “show forth.” As Jesus is shown to be God’s gift to all peoples of the world, our
worship this season uses global songs. This one is from Europe (tune) and North America (words).

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray together:
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as
your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service,
that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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WORD
Scripture Reading

Isaiah 43:1-7

But now, this is what the Lord says—
he who created you, Jacob,
he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.
For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;
I give Egypt for your ransom,
Cush[a] and Seba in your stead.
Since you are precious and honored in my sight,
and because I love you,
I will give people in exchange for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not be afraid, for I am with you;
I will bring your children from the east
and gather you from the west.
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’
Bring my sons from afar
and my daughters from the ends of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (Caribbean)
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Gospel Reading

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord!
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether
he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” . . . .
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Sermon

Pastor Leon LaCross
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Hymn of the Day

Dearest Jesus, We Are Here

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer is: God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
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COMMUNION MEAL
Offering and Musical Offering

Does Jesus Care? by J. Lincoln Hall

You may use one of our options for giving online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate or by text using
Give Plus: (855) 944-1171. Additionally you may donate by mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the offering
plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting the many ministries of Bethel!

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
God, you give an invitation to the table of creation,
where there’s wine and light and bread.
Here we gather in thanksgiving and we offer all our living.
Here the feast of life is spread; here the feast of life is spread. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving for Epiphany
The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup to eat and drink.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season.
The assembly responds, singing a song from South America:
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The presiding minister continues with the Thanksgiving at the Table. At the end, all say: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion (sung)

Come, Let Us Eat (African)

Call and response: The music leader sings a line, the congregation repeats it.
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord’s body let us take together. Our Lord’s body let us take together.
Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured. Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured.
Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together. Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together.
In Jesus’ presence now we eat and rest. In Jesus’ presence now we eat and rest.
In the presence of our Lord we gather. In the presence of our Lord we gather.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
Communion Music

Snow by Loreena Mckennitt

SENDING
Announcements
Blessing
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ (+) Jesus, the Light of the World.
Amen.

Sending Song

God Is So Good

Sent to Share the Peace – Take time to share the peace on Zoom and in person.
Go in peace. Share the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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Prayer Requested for:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For the world

Prayers for assurance of God’s love and
healing as we work together during this
global pandemic.

Staff

For the people of Bethel
Lutheran Church

May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy Spirit
abide within the people of Bethel during this
time of change and transition.

Staff

For all educators, students,
families, and supporters!

Pray for health, stamina, well-being, and
passion for learning for all educators,
students, families, and supporters!

Ronda Bard

David Gyles

Continued prayers for David & Sandy as
David continues to struggle with his lung
problems

Bethel Care Team

Harry Griffin

Prayers of joy for the Griffin family as Harry’s
good news was delivered on Dec. 1, 2021,
that Harry is cancer-free.

Tana Bishop

Katie Reitel and her family

Prayers for peace and comfort as Katie is in
hospice care with a long battle with brain
cancer. She is at home with her husband
Matt, her 7-year-old son Teddy, and her mom
Liz. Please keep her and family in your prayers
during this difficult time.

The Bentleys

Jim Van Dyke

Prayers for Jim after his surgery while he
undergoes further treatment for cancer.

Karen Anderson

Cheyenne & Kent Marx,
Glenn Chase’s niece &
husband

Prayers for Cheyenne and Kent Marx as they
live through the consequences of the
accident that killed Glenn’s nephew Colton.

Karen Anderson

Carolyn and Jim Beck

Prayers for Carolyn’s health and healing.

Bethel Community

Leo Lawrence

Prayers for Leo Lawrence, being treated for
kidney cancer.

Karen Anderson

Shirley Kolpin

Shirley Kolpin was hospitalized for hip surgery
after a fall on Jan. 1, 2022.

Cate Milburn

John and Carol Knight

Prayers for Carolyn and John as he continues
care.

Bethel Community

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles
Bard, Patricia Connor
Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor
Music Director
Zoom Host

This week – Jan. 9

Next week – Jan. 16

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Leon LaCross

Pastor Leon LaCross

David Tafone

David Tafone

Ryan Burghard

Volunteer needed!
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