CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP
December 26, 2021

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
We are glad you are here with us via Zoom and we pray God will be real to
you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing
God loves all creation and holds us all, we welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation,
race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
Communion

We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -as well as gathered in person. Please have bread/cracker(s) and
a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you and those with you would like to participate. If you do not have access to wine/
grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup – Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the bread
of Life.”
To get ready for worship today:

At home: Please have a candle you can hold—one for each person who shares your space and is able—for use during the
singing of “Silent Night” and the reading of the Gospel for Christmas Day.

At Bethel’s building: Please pick up a candle you can hold for use during the singing of “Silent Night” and the reading of
the Gospel for Christmas Day.

GATHERING - ANGELS ANNOUNCE
Prelude

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender neutral restroom located behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance.
There is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
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Go Tell It on the Mountain

Hymn

Greeting and Prayer of the Day
Good news of great joy—The grace and truth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray together:
All-powerful and unseen God,
the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts with peace.
Call us out of depression and dread, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Song of Praise (“Gloria in excelsis Deo—Glory to God in the highest!” is the song the angels sang
to the shepherds near Bethlehem)

Angels We Have Heard on High
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WORD – THE BABE OF BETHLEHEM
Isaiah 52:7-10

Reading (from the prophet)
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”
Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy.
When the Lord returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.
Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Away in a Manger

Children’s Song
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Children’s Time (using Godly Play materials to proclaim Luke 2:1-14)
All light their candles for the song “Silent Night” and for the Gospel reading from John 1

Silent Night, Holy Night, verses 1-2

Gospel Acclamation (with candles lit)
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John 1:1-14

Gospel Reading (with candles still lit)
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord!

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome[a] it.
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a
witness to the light.
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which
was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent,
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Silent Night, Holy Night, verse 3

Gospel Acclamation reprise (with candles lit)
Silent night, holy night
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth

Sermon
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hymn

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be: God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

COMMUNION MEAL – COMMUNION WITH CHRIST
What Child Is This

Offering and Musical Offering

You many use one of our options for giving online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate or by text using
Give Plus: (855) 944-1171. Additionally you may donate by mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the
offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting the many ministries of Bethel!
7

Great Thanksgiving for Christmas
The Great Thanksgiving is sung to the familiar tune of “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”
The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread and cup and eat and drink.

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

All sing:

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!

Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings grace and truth to the earth. As we offer ourselves
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
and these gifts that came from your generous hand, prepare us to receive the power provided at
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
this table to become your children, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
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We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!
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The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,
come, see what God makes known for you

SENDING – DISCIPLES DEPART
Announcements
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Joy to the World

Sending

Blessing (from Luke 1:46b-55, one of today’s readings)
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ (+) Jesus, the Word made flesh, who dwells among us.
Amen.

Sent to Share the Peace
Go in peace. Rejoice in the gift of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
You may remain on Zoom to share the Peace and visit with your Bethel family. The Peace is also
shared in-person at Bethel.

Go Tell It on the Mountain

Postlude
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Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For the world

Prayers for assurance of God’s love and
healing as we work together during this global
pandemic.

Staff

For the People of Bethel
Lutheran

May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy Spirit
abide within the people of Bethel during this
time of change and transition.

Staff

For all educators, students,
families, and supporters!

Pray for health, stamina, well-being, and
passion for learning for all educators,
students, families, and supporters!

Ronda Bard

David Gyles

Continued prayers for David & Sandy as
David continues to struggle with his lung
problems

Bethel Care Team

Harry Griffin

Prayers of Joy for the Griffin Family as Harry’s
good news was delivered on December 1,
2021 that Harry is cancer free.

Tana Bishop

Katie Reitel and her Family

Prayers for peace and comfort as Katie is in
hospice care with a long battle with brain
cancer. She is at home with her husband
Matt, her 7-year-old son Teddy, and her
mom Liz. Please keep her and family in your
prayers during this difficult time.

The Bentleys

Jim Van Dyke

Prayers for Jim after his surgery while he
undergoes further treatment for cancer.

Karen Anderson

Cheyenne and Kent Marx,
Pastor Glenn’s niece &
husband

Prayers for Cheyenne and Kent Marx as
they live through the consequences of the
accident that killed Glenn’s nephew Colton.

Karen Anderson

Rose Marie
(Ray Bard’s niece)

We can give thanks that Rose Marie's house
survived the Caldor Fire and remember those
who lost everything to this year's wildfires.

Ronda Bard

Leo Lawrence

Prayers for Leo Lawrence, being treated for
kidney cancer.

Karen Anderson

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles
Bard, Patricia Connor.

Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor
Music Director
Zoom Host

This Week - Dec 26

Next Week - Jan 2

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Joan Beck

Pastor Joan Beck

David Tafone

David Tafone

Joann Noll

Jamie Vandenberg

Bethel News: https://us18.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=de62ac9195b867478ad8a19cd&id=b3b3a27814
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Full news online bethelpdx.org/weekly news

Bethel Angel Project 2021 - Thank you, 12/23/21
Angel Project helped 12 families with needed items, holiday food, and gifts for children. In
addition, 110 bags for the Neighbors Helping Neighbors (NHN) project were packed with
warm socks, hats, gloves and hygiene products; 30 were especially for women.
Thanks for the many donations, sponsorship of families, volunteers who helped to shop and
pack the bags for NHN and who helped to deliver gifts!
One family is still in need a of: kitchen table/folding table, a sofa, chair, and a floor lamp.
Please contact Joann if you have any items in decent condition to donate.
314-680-1257, joann.noll@gmail.com.

Bethel Has a New Pastor, 12/17/21
With a Unanimous Vote, Bethel Congregation Voted to Select Scott “Leon” La Cross as Our
New Pastor - Whoooohoooooo!!!!!! Start date, as well as ordination and installation date(s)
to be determined, but Pastor Leon is ready to start and we are ready to have him in our
midst!
So many thanks to the Call Committee for all of their diligence, prayerful discerning, and
commitment to Bethel’s future that helped us reach the decision!! Thanks to Juan Carlos
Puente, assistant to the Bishop for shepherding us through the voting process and keeping us
on task! Thanks to the technical committee (Ryan Burghard) for making sure the connections
stayed up for the vote.
I know I am forgetting people, and as we know - it takes the entire congregation to get
these tasks done!
With much gratitude for the work done!
Your Bethel Council

Thank You Pastor Dunfee!, 12/17/21
As the transition to a new pastor continues, we want to extend
a heartfelt thank you for Pastor Scott Dunfee, who shepherded
Bethel for nearly two years as our interim. Thank you for your guidance, your wisdom with the Call Committee, your patience, and
your flexibility as COVID brought a new and different way of worshiping. Thanks also to Suzie, who became Bethel’s technical guru
for Sunday morning service set-up!! We wish you both well on the
next ‘adventure’, and hope you’ll come visit from time to time!!
From the entire Bethel community, Thank you!!

January

Birthdays

1 Robert Knight
8 Sara Pennington
13 Clare Alvey
24 Finn Lambourn
25 Holly Hassebroek
29 Jesse Alvey
30 Holly Redfern

