1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 28, 2021

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
We are glad you are here with us via Zoom and we pray God will be real to
you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing
God loves all creation and holds us all, we welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation,
race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status
and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
Communion

We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -- a temporary practice during this time of forced social distancing.
Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you and those with you would like to participate. If
you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup – Christ is present in the bread,
as Jesus said, “I am the bread of Life.”

GATHERING
Prelude
Children’s Time
In an upstairs storage room, Bethel has a beautiful set of materials, made of wood and cloth, to tell
children the stories of scripture, called Godly Play. We will begin each service from now until Christmas with the Godly Play materials for Advent. Basically, they unfold the Christmas story portion by
portion so that children can grasp the story by repetition.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath (light one candle)

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender neutral restroom located behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance.
There is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
Address 5658 North Denver Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97217 • Email bethel@bethelpdx.org • Website www.bethelpdx.org

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, verse 1

Hymn

Greeting and Call to Worship for Advent (based on Luke 1 & John 1)
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,

To give light to those who sit in darkness and to guide our feet in the way of peace.

The True Light, which enlightens everyone, is coming into the world.

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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Have Mercy on Us, Lord

Kyrie

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together:
Stir up your power, O Christ, and come. By your mercy and protection alert us to the threatening
dangers of our brokenness and sin, and redeem us for living lives of justice, love and peace, for
you live and reign with the Creator and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Jeremiah 33:14-16

Reading

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. IIn those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be
saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.”
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!
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Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers, verse 4

Gospel Acclamation
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Luke 21:25-36

Gospel Reading
The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord!

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to
take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength
to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon
Hymn

Hark, The Glad Sound
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Prayers of Intercession

The response to each prayer will be: God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

COMMUNION
Offering and Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your creation.
In your generosity, you give us plenty to share,
and then you meet us at this table,
through Jesus Christ, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.
You many use one of our options for giving online at: http//bethelpdx.org/donate or by text using
Give Plus: (855) 944-1171. Additionally you may donate by mail or, if worshiping in-person, use the
offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for supporting the many ministries of Bethel!

Great Thanksgiving for Advent
The presiding minister will guide you when to take bread and cup to eat and drink.
The Living God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to our God.
Let us give thanks to the Living God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The presiding minister continues with the Prayer at the Table . . .
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Lord, teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
Communion Music
Prepare the Way (Taizé chant)

Song (Canticle) after Communion
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SENDING
Announcements
Blessing
May the Spirit of Christ make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all.
And may God so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Maker at the coming of our Lord (+) Jesus with all the saints.
Amen.

Postlude
Sent to Share the Peace
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
You may remain on zoom to share the Peace and visit with your Bethel Family.

Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor
Music Director
Zoom Host

This Week - Nov 28

Next Week - Dec 5

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Joan Beck

Pastor Joan Beck

David Tafone

David Tafone

Summer Kaplan

Summer Kaplan
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Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

For the world

Prayers for assurance of God’s love and healing
as we work together during this global pandemic.

May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy Spirit
For the People of Bethel Lutheran abide within the people of Bethel during this time
of change and transition.
Pray for health, stamina, well-being, and pasFor all educators, students, famision for learning for all educators, students,
lies, and supporters!
families, and supporters!

Prayer Contact:
Staff
Staff

Ronda Bard

Faith St. John

Healing & support as she undergoes cancer
treatment.

David Gyles

Continued prayers for David & Sandy as David
continues to struggle with his lung problems

Bethel Care Team

The Griffin Family

Prayer for Harry as he continues physical therapy & chemo, but is in good spirits.

Staff

Katie Reitel and her Family

Prayers for peace and comfort as Katie is in
hospice care with a long battle with brain cancer. She is at home with her husband Matt, her
7-year-old son Teddy, and her mom Liz. Please
keep her and family in your prayers during this
difficult time.

The Bentleys

Jim Van Dyke

Prayers for Jim after his surgery while he undergoes further treatment for cancer.

Karen Anderson

Staff

Prayers for Cheyenne and Kent Marx as they
Cheyenne and Kent Marx,
live through the consequences of the accident
Pastor Glenn’s niece & husband
that killed Glenn’s nephew Colton.

Karen Anderson

Mitch Fletcher & Family

Prayers for Mitch Fletcher and his family.

Karen Anderson

The Bethel Call Committee

Prayers for clear thinking, compassion, and
stamina for the Call Committee!

Rhonda Bard

Mary Hollingsworth
(Kathleen’s mom)

Prayers of healing for Mary Hollingsworth, recovering from a broken leg

Holly Redfern

Rose Marie
(Ray Bard’s niece)

We can give thanks that Rose Marie's house survived the Caldor Fire and remember those who
lost everything to this year's wildfires.

Leo Lawrence

Prayers for Leo Lawrence, being treated for
kidney cancer.

Karen Anderson

The Hassebroek Family

Prayer’ for the family of Wayne Hasssebroek
following his death on Novemeber 18.

Pastor Joan Beck

Ronda Bard

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Patricia
Connor.

Bethel News: https://us18.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=de62ac9195b867478ad8a19cd&id=b3b3a27814
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Full news online bethelpdx.org/weekly news

Passing of Wayne Hassebroek
Long-time member Wayne Hassebroek died on November 18, following the passing on his
wife June in March this year. Their daughter Janet would like the congregation to know that
there will not be a memorial service any time soon, just a graveside service for the family on
Jan. 14, 2022 (Wayne’s birthday). Calls are welcomed.

Meet Pastoral Candidate, Leon LaCross! 12/5 after worship, in-person and online
As you know by now, the Council voted to recommend Leon to the congregation for a vote
as Bethel’s new pastor. This is exciting news! You have an opportunity to visit with Leon on
12/5, as he will preside and will stay after service for conversation. We hope you can join us
in person; however, for those of you who will attend via Zoom, we will facilitate the questions
and make sure that everyone, whether in person or Zoom, hears the conversations. Please
continue to pray for our congregation during this time of discernment!

Excerpts From Pastor Joan Beck, 11/19
I am delighted to be back at Bethel to support you until your new chapter with a new pastor
begins. I feel like parenthesis symbols around your interim/transition time (I was with you in
2019 before Pr. Scott came and now will be with you after Pr. Scott’s departure). I’ve been
following your news in the Bethel Blast and know how dedicated you have been to adapt to
the challenges of the pandemic and the needed repairs and the pastoral transition. Thank
you for your faithfulness to each other with the Spirit’s help.
What to Expect
You can expect to see me Sunday mornings at worship in person and on Zoom—except for
Dec. 5 when your pastoral candidate guest preaches and presides. I’m not sure if or how
I will see the people who attend on Zoom, but of course I will be with those who are there
in person. I’m sure I’ll be surprised how the kids have grown. I know I’ll remember faces but
probably not all the names. You can help me with that.
I’ll also be on call for any meetings it makes sense for me to attend and any emergencies
that it makes sense for me to attend to.
Joan L. Beck
503-804-3384 (text first)
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Bethel Angel Project 2021 Needs Volunteers
Last year the Angel Project helped 11 families have a better holiday and prepared 100 gift
bags of hats, gloves, hygiene items, etc. to the Neighbors Helping Neighbors project.
Ways to Help:
Adopt a Family
• Buy gifts, outfits for children,fulfill one or two family needs. Families with 1 - 7 family members.
• Donate money (any amount) so our trusty shoppers can buy gifts.
• Donate a $50 Fred Meyer or Walmart gift card.
• Donate laundry detergent, paper products, dish soap, bath soap, shampoo, lotion, etc.
(These items cannot be bought with a family’s food stamps and always appreciated)
Donate Items
Donate items for 100 gift bags for Neighbors Helping Neighbors: hats, gloves, packets of cocoa, leftover Halloween candy, small hygiene items, Hand warmers. Gallon size ziplock bags.
Items can be left at church on Sundays or we can arrange to meet you at church at a convenient time.
Other Ways to Help
Wrap gifts, shop for a family with donated funds, shop for food, prepare food baskets, pack
gift bags, make deliveries to families December 18 or 19.
Contact Joann Noll with offers of help, questions, donations, etc.
joann.noll@gmail.com or 314-680-1257

Upcoming
12/05 Leon La Cross (pastoral candidate) presides, opportunity to visit with Leon after service, either in person, or via Zoom
12/12 Special Congregational Meeting - Vote on
pastoral candidate
12/18-12/19 Angel Project Deliveries
12/19 Children’s Program
12/24 Christmas Eve service
12/26 1st Sunday of Christmas
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November Birthdays
5
8
16
21
25
26
30

Carol Knight
John Core
Barbara Lynch
Collin Burdick
Myrna Dunnigan
Phyllicia McGowan
John Knight

