22nd Sunday after Pentecost
October 24, 2021
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
We are glad you are here with us, whether in-person or via Zoom, and
we pray God will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling
in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds
us all, we welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich
diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief,
emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and
station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

Communion

We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -- a temporary practice during this time of forced social
distancing. Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you and those with you would like
to participate. If you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup – Christ is
present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the bread of Life.”

Prelude
Call to Worship (based on Psalm 126)
The Lord has done great things for us, let us rejoice in the Lord!
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy!
Those who go out with weeping, carrying their seed for sowing,
Shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying in their sheaves!

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender neutral restroom located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
Address 5658 North Denver Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97217 • Email bethel@bethelpdx.org • Website www.bethelpdx.org

Hymn

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!, verses 1, 2, 3 & 5
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Holy Holy Holy, John Bacchus Dykes

Contemporary Hymn
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert, and art, and evermore shall be.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name,
in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

THE WORD
Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together:
Eternal Light, shine in our hearts. Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal
Love, have mercy on us and forgive our refusal to accept that your ways are not our ways. Turn us
to seek you face, and enable us to embrace your goodness and grace, through Jesus Christ the
Healer and Lover of our Souls.
Amen.
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Jeremiah 31:7-9

Reading
Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
   and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,
   the remnant of Israel.”
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
   and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
   those with child and those in labor, together;
   a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
   in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn..
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Mark 10:46-52

Gospel Reading
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord!

4As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a
blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to
shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet,
but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said,
“Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.”
So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you
want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to
him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the
way.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Children’s Time
Sermon
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Amazing Grace

Hymn

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be: God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Offering and Affirmation of Giving (based on Matthew 13:22 and 1 Timothy 6:7-9, 18-19)
Jesus said that the cares of the world and the lure of money and material things can choke the Word
in us, so that it yields nothing.
We bring nothing into this world, and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord devote ourselves to resisting greed, which plunges the human heart
into ruin, and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts, fixing our hope on God and not the
uncertainty of wealth.
We desire to be rich in good deeds and willing to share all that we have, laying up for ourselves
treasure that will not decay but will shine in the age to come.
For Christ has died. Christ is risen. And Christ will come again!
Donate online at http://bethelpdx.org/donate/ or by text using Give Plus: (855) 944-1171 or donate by mail.
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COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer
The pastor will guide you when to take the bread & cup and eat & drink.
Living God, Giver of Life, as your Spirit moved over the waters at creation,
Move over bread and cup and grace our table with your life-giving presence!
As your Spirit filled disciples on the day of Pentecost,
Set our hearts on fire with your love and empower us for ministry through this meal!
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to disciples, saying, Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks; and gave it for all to drink, saying,
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all people, that sins may be
forgiven. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us when you come again in your glory, and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Communion Music

7

SENDING
Announcements
Sending Hymn

The Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you
May His face shine upon you and be gracious to you
The Lord turn His
Face toward you
And give you peace
Amen, amen, amen
Amen, amen, amen

Blessing

Gracious God, Creator, (+) Christ, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

I Want Jesus To Walk With Me, Trad. Spiritual

Postlude
Sharing the Peace
The Peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You may remain on zoom to share the peace and visit with your Bethel Family.

Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor
Music Director
Zoom Host

This Week - Oct 24

Next Week - Oct 31

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee

Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

Summer Kaplan

Ryan Burghard
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Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

For the world

Prayers for assurance of God’s love and healing
as we work together during this global pandemic.

Prayer Contact:
Staff

May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy Spirit
For the People of Bethel Lutheran abide within the people of Bethel during this time
of change and transition.
For all educators, students,
families, and supporters!

Pray for health, stamina, well-being, and
passion for learning for all educators, students,
families, and supporters!

Faith St. John

Healing & support as she undergoes cancer
treatment.

David Gyles

Continued prayers for David & Sandy as David
continues to struggle with his lung problems

The Griffin Family

Prayer for Harry as he continues physical
therapy & chemo, but is in good spirits.

Katie Reitel and her Family

Prayers for peace and comfort as Katie is in
hospice care with a long battle with brain
cancer. She is at home with her husband Matt,
her 7-year-old son Teddy, and her mom Liz.
Please keep her and family in your prayers
during this difficult time.

Jim Van Dyke

Prayers for Jim after his surgery while he
undergoes further treatment for cancer.

Staff

Ronda Bard
Staff
Bethel Care Team
Staff

The Bentleys

Karen Anderson

Prayers for Cheyenne and Kent Marx as they
Cheyenne and Kent Marx,
live through the consequences of the accident
Pastor Glenn’s niece & husband
that killed Glenn’s nephew Colton.

Karen Anderson

Mitch Fletcher & Family

Prayers for Mitch Fletcher and his family.

Karen Anderson

The Bethel Call Committee

Prayers for clear thinking, compassion, and
stamina for the Call Committee!

Rhonda Bard

Mary Hollingsworth
(Kathleen’s mom)

Prayers of healing for Mary Hollingsworth,
recovering from a broken leg

Holly Redfern

Rose Marie
(Ray Bard’s niece)

Prayers for Rose Marie, in the midst of wildfires
and evacuated from her home.

Holly Redfern

Leo Lawrence

Prayers for Leo Lawrence, being treated for
kidney cancer.

Bethel Community

Prayers of gratitude for the family of Bethel.
Your warm welcome, help, and inspiration,
back into communion and community have
been a healing blessing.

Karen Anderson

Ginamarie L. Pezzi

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Patricia
Connor.

Bethel News: w://us18.campaign-archive.com/
home/?u=de62ac9195b867478ad8a19cd&id=b3b3a27814
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CHRIST HEALING THE BLIND MAN BARTIMAEUS
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Full news online bethelpdx.org/weekly news
*Please access the online versions to view links.

Call Committee Updates, October 22
Who will be the next pastor called to ministry at Bethel?
That’s a question hanging over all us Bethelites as we ponder how to share our Good News, how to
be good stewards, how to love our neighbors (and each other!), and how to regroup in the new
COVID era. There’s plenty of scope here for the Holy Spirit to speak and act and lead.  
The Spirit wants our help! Let’s pray that she continues to break into our call process, working through
(and occasionally stepping over) all the rules and guidelines and pushing past our human frailty to
help the Call Committee discern the best pastoral match for Bethel.
Maybe you could stop reading this article (just for a minute) and pray for the committee that you
blessed to do this work: Andrew, Cate, Jared, Jamie, Marlo, Ronda, and Ryan B.
Thanks for that. We need your prayers!
So where are we? The Committee continues its work of interviewing candidates.
First-round online interviews are completed. We have shared information and resources with the
candidates and received theirs. We are collecting input from each candidate’s references, and the
candidates are speaking to the references we listed on our Ministry Site Profile (MSP available HERE).
In-person, pandemic-safe formal interviews have been scheduled.
We strive to follow the guidelines provided in the Synod’s resource, Congregations in Transition:
Discerning our Future Together, available HERE.
The steps in Phase III of the transition, The Call Process
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Establishing and installing a Call Committee: DONE
Receiving candidates for evaluation and a possible call: DONE
Initial online interviews of candidates: DONE
Preparation for formal interviews: ALMOST DONE!
Formal interviews of candidates: SCHEDULED
Post-interview discernment of best candidate
Post-interview communications with candidates
Recommendation of best candidate to Council
Preliminary compensation discussion among candidate, Call Committee Chair, & Council Pres.
Special Council meeting:
◊ Vote on candidate recommendation
◊ Vote on compensation
◊ Scheduling of congregational meeting
◊ Notification of the Synod Bishop
Special Congregational meeting:
◊ Vote to call the pastoral candidate
◊ Vote to approve compensation package

For questions about the call process, contact me, any Call Committee member or Pastor Dunfee.  
Ronda Bard, ronda.bard@gmail.com, 503 307 5706

11

Except From Letter from Your Interim Pastor
October 15

Dear Bethel Family:
This year Reformation Day and Halloween fall on the same day: Sunday, October 31st.
I love it when that happens because, historically, that is when Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses on
the door of the castle church in Wittenberg, Germany—the act that is credited with beginning the
Reformation. He did it on Halloween in 1517.
WEAR RED or WEAR A COSTUME
So, in the spirit of joy and fun, this Reformation Day and Halloween, October 31st at our Worship
Celebration at 10am in-person or on zoom, children and adults may choose: you may wear
something red if you are able—the color of the Spirit’s fire, or you may wear your Halloween costume
if you have one. You may be able to do both if your costume also has red in it! There will also be a
BLESSING OF TRICK-OR-TREATERS as part of the the Worship Service. We want everyone to have a safe
and happy Halloween. And a joyful and blessed Reformation celebration.
FAREWELL, KATHLEEN
October 31st will also be Music Director Kathleen Hollingsworth’s last Sunday at Bethel. She has some
special music planned and we will pray with her at this time of transition in her life and the life of
the Bethel Community. I have personally known and worked with Kathleen in various churches and
venues over the last six years and I have been mightily blessed by her music and her good heart and
spirit. She is one of “the saints” who has made my life the better for her being in it! I will miss working
with her and hearing her music on such a regular basis. It’s been a joy. Thank you, Kathleen!
Let’s celebrate and give thanks on October 31st!
Peace and joy and love,
Pastor Scott Dunfee

Celebrate REFORMATION DAY
Sunday, October 31,10am  
Worship in-person & on zoom

October Birthdays
4 Solveig Elise Spencer
7 Joann Noll
10 Marlo Edman
16 Beverly Cleverly
21 Michelle Schilz
23 Ryan Marquardt
24 Lisa Siems
26 Mary Bentley
29 Marion Acevedo
30 Breziah Dunnigan
30 Robin Moody

BLESSING of TRICK-OR-TREATERS
☺ Wear red, if you are able, the color of the Spirit’s fire!
☺ Or wear your Halloween costume, if you have one!
☺ Farewell for Music Director, Kathleen Hollingsworth
☺ Lots of special music being planned!
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