
Communion
We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -- a temporary practice during this time of forced social distancing. 
Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you and those with you would like to participate. If 
you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may receive Communion without the cup – Christ is present in the bread, 
as Jesus said, “I am the bread of Life.”

 

Prelude 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 146) 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long! 

Do not put your trust in rulers, in mortals, in whom there is no help. When their breath departs, 
they return to the earth and their plans perish. 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Abraham and Sarah, whose hope is in the Lord who 
made heaven and earth, who keeps faith forever!

We are glad you are here with us, whether in-person or via Zoom, and 
we pray God will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling 
in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us all, 
we welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity 
and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional and 
physical health, gender identity, marital status and station in life bring 
to the Bethel family and our relationships.

15th Sunday after Pentecost

September 5, 2021

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
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Hymn  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, verses 1 & 3
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Contemporary Song This Day, by Lowell Alexander 

This day is fragile - soon it will end
And once it has vanished, it will not come again
So let us love with a love pure and strong
Before this day is gone

This day is fleeting when it slips away
Not all our money can buy back this day
So let us pray that we might be a friend
Before this day is gone

This day is fleeting
When it slips away
Not all our money can buy back this day
So let us pray that we might be a friend
Before this day is spent

This day were given is golden
Let us show love
This day is ours for one moment
Let us sow love

This day is frail - it will pass by
So before its too late to recapture the time
Let us share love, let us share God
Before this day is gone
Before this day is gone

 

THE WORD

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray together:

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and wholeness, scarcity 
into abundance, prejudice into diversity, and death into life.  Open us to the transforming 
power of your presence, and make us people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole 
world, through Jesus the Healer and Lover of our Souls. Amen. 
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Reading James 2:1-10, 14-17
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 
person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and 
say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 
feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 
Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have 
dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not 
they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?
  You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 
  What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good 
of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation     



5

Gospel Reading Mark 7:24-37
The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord!

[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone 
to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,but a woman whose little daughter had 
an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now 
the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 
crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So 
she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
  Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in 
the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; 
and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, 
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he 
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, 
his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more 
he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, 
saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Children’s Time

Sermon 

Hymn  O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come
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Prayers of Intercession 
The response to each prayer will be: God, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Offering  and Affirmation of Giving (based on Matthew 13:22 and 1 Timothy 6:7-9, 18-19)

Jesus said that the cares of the world and the lure of money and material things can choke 
the Word in us, so that it yields nothing. 

We bring nothing into this world, and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord devote ourselves to resisting greed, which plunges the human heart 
into ruin, and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts, fixing our hope on God and not the
uncertainty of wealth. 
We desire to be rich in good deeds and willing to share all that we have, laying up for ourselves
treasure that will not decay but will shine in the age to come.
For Christ has died. Christ is risen. And Christ will come again!

Donate online at http://bethelpdx.org/donate/ or by text using Give Plus: (855) 944-1171 or donate by mail.

COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer 
The pastor will guide you when to take the bread & cup and eat & drink. 

Living God, Giver of Life, as your Spirit moved over the waters at creation,
Move over bread and cup and grace our table with your life-giving presence!

As your Spirit filled disciples on the day of Pentecost,
Set our hearts on fire with your love and empower us for ministry through this meal!

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to disciples, saying, Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks; and gave it for all to drink, saying, 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all people, that sins may be 
forgiven. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
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Communion Hymn 

SENDING
Announcements 
Sending Hymn  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ, verses 1 & 3

Blessing
Gracious God, Creator, (+) Christ, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.
Postlude  

Sharing the Peace  
The Peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

You may remain on zoom to share the peace and visit with your Bethel Family.

Stewardship of Service This Week - Sept 5 Next Week - Sept 12
Ministers All Baptized Members of Bethel All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee

Music Director Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

Musician Laura Cunard
Zoom Host Jamie Vandenberg Ryan Burghard
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Prayer Requested For: Prayer Concern: Prayer Contact:

For the world Prayers for assurance of God’s love and healing 
as we work together during this global pandemic. Staff

For the People of Bethel Lutheran 
May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy Spirit 
abide within the people of Bethel during this time 
of change and transition.

Staff

Faith St. John Healing & support as she undergoes cancer 
treatment. Staff

David Gyles Continued prayers for David & Sandy as David 
continues to struggle with his lung problems Bethel Care Team

Joan Barber Peace and comfort and freedom from 
discomfort as she begins palliative care. Pastor Core

Pastor Christine and John Core Prayers for the Cores after they lost their 
McKenzie River to a wildfire. Joann Noll

The Griffin Family Prayer for Harry as he continues physical 
therapy & chemo, but is in good spirits. Staff

Katie Reitel and her Family

Prayers for peace and comfort as Katie is in 
hospice care with a long battle with brain 
cancer. She is at home with her husband Matt, 
her 7-year-old son Teddy, and her mom Liz. 
Please keep her and family in your prayers 
during this difficult time.

The Bentleys

Jim Van Dyke Prayers for Jim after his surgery while he 
undergoes further treatment for cancer. Karen Anderson

Cheyenne and Kent Marx, 
Pastor Glenn’s niece & husband

Prayers for Cheyenne and Kent Marx as they 
live through the consequences of the accident 
that killed Glenn’s nephew Colton.

Karen Anderson

Mitch Fletcher & Family Prayers for Mitch Fletcher and his family. Karen Anderson

Miles Bard Prayers of gratitude for the healing of Miles 
Bard’s broken wrist! Ronda Bard

Gina Marie Prayers of healing for Gina Marie as she recovers 
from injuries at Emanuel Hospital. Holly Redfern

The Bethel Call Committee Prayers for clear thinking, compassion, and 
stamina for the Call Committee! Rhonda Bard

Mary Hollingsworth  
(Kathleen’s mom)

Prayers of healing for Mary Hollingsworth, 
recovering from a broken leg Holly Redfern

Rose Marie 
(Ray Bard’s niece)

Prayers for Rose Marie, in the midst of wildfires and 
evacuated from her home. Holly Redfern

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Patricia 
Connor.

Bethel News: w://us18.campaign-archive.com/
home/?u=de62ac9195b867478ad8a19cd&id=b3b3a27814 
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GOD IS LOVE - 1 JOHN 4:8
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NEWS
9/25 Oregon Synod Day of Learning
9/03 Letter from Your Interim Pastor

9/03 Oregon Synod article on Wildfires that includes the Cores
9/03 September Birthdays

From Your Interim Pastor
September 3

Dear Bethel Family:

There’s been a lot of chaos lately. When one thing is chaotic, that can be challenging 
enough. But it seems we’ve been experiencing chaos on multiple fronts! 

GLOBAL & NATIONAL CHAOS 
There’s the chaos of “Hurricane Ida” and its aftermath—flooding, power outages, and 
the images of cars and houses and trees turned upside down in tangled messes. People 
are homeless, hungry and feeling helpless. The military withdrawal from Afghanistan and 
evacuation of civilians was chaotic—a chaos that killed 13 U.S. Service members and dozens 
of Afghans. The political debate about it all is hardly being conducted in a civil manner—
only adding to the chaos. Wildfires rage and thousands of people are being evacuated, as 
hundreds of thousands of acres burn. It’s chaos in all kinds of ways. The COVID surge and 
inconsistent response—even denial-- is chaotic. The rules about masks keep changing and 
are being resisted. Will we need a vaccine booster? (Yes, it looks like). Will vaccine mandates 
be enforced and what will be the consequences? Will hundreds of thousands of people be 
evicted now that the rent moratorium has ended? Is it safe—or worth the risks—for children to 
return to in-person learning? School Boards are firing Superintendents. Parents are attacking 
Teachers. It’s chaos! 

LOCAL & PERSONAL CHAOS 
Members of the “Proud Boys” and “Antifa” battle it out in the streets of Portland—even 
exchanging gunfire—while local elected leaders wring their hands and do little, if nothing, 
and limit the response of law enforcement. As we approach Fall and Winter, municipalities 
drag their feet over plans for warming centers and sheltering the homeless . . . and tent 
camps grown and garbage piles up . . . and the chaos increases. In the midst of it all, 
Bethel is in transition, entering the Call Process—a time of excitement and also a time of 
uncertainty. We’re being asked to “let go” of trying to be in control of the Call Process and 
to trust the leading of the Holy Spirit. It can feel like more chaos! 

EXTERNAL & INTERNAL CHAOS 
We’ve all got personal crises that create chaos in our lives. And all this chaos around us 
can create a feeling of chaos within us. Our bodies can literally feel it—a tingling and a 
numbness, a feeling of floating and being tossed about, feeling tired and achy. Our minds 
can feel fuzzy and like they might explode, it can be difficult to concentrate and it’s like we 
are on overload. Our hearts may feel heavy and anxious or afraid, sad and sick. We need to 
be anchored, to find calm and “the peace that passes all understanding” (Philippians 4:6). 
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“BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD” (Psalm 46:10) 
In times like this we need God. “Only in God will my soul be at rest; from God comes my 
hope, my salvation.” (Psalm 62:1). It’s time to get anchored in the Divine Presence promised 
when we gather to worship. As Summer comes to a close, I encourage you to return to the 
rhythm of weekly Sunday gatherings and worship. Whether on zoom or in-person, make the 
Divine Presence a priority. Sit in that Presence. Sing in that Presence. Pray in that Presence. 
Eat the Bread and drink the Cup in that Presence—taking in the Divine Presence—and let it 
fill you and dwell in you, calm you and flood you with peace. 

For “wherever two or more of you are gathered in my name,” Jesus promised, “there am I in 
the midst of you” (Matthew 18:20) . . . breathing peace, stilling the storms, moving over the 
chaos and bringing order and wholeness. The chaos on the outside may rage, but nothing 
can shake that inmost calm, as the Divine Presence holds us and heals us! I hope to see you 
in church or on zoom! 

In the peace that Christ gives—and so nothing in this world can take it away, 
Pastor Scott Dunfee

From Oregon Synod

Synod Day of Learning, September 25 on Zoom, 9:15 am to 3:45 pm.

Conversations and workshops will follow the theme of the year here in the Oregon Synod: 
Faithful in the Fray. This fall we will be looking at faithfulness as it applies to faith and racism, 
and we are delighted to share that local leader and author Pr. Lenny Duncan has agreed 
to be our keynoter. Workshops will be both morning and afternoon, and will include themes 
such as anti-racist reading of the Bible, facing the climate crisis with honesty and hope, 
hidden stories from the margins and our own lives, crafting new liturgies as sacred collective 
action, how to have tough conversations in congregations, and honoring our grief around 
the history of racism in our state and world.

Register here: https://oregonsynodelca.regfox.com/2021-oregon-synod-day-of-learning

September Birthdays
4 Brady Burdick

4 Karen Carpenter
13 Ray Bard

14 Cate Milburn
15 Emily Noll

17 Brezdan Dunnigan
25 Miriam Moody Burghard


