3RD SUNDAY IN LENT
The Way of the Celtic Cross
March 7, 2021

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
We are glad you are here with us via Zoom and we pray God will be real to you as you worship.
Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us all, we
welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual
orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and station in
life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

Communion
We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -- a temporary practice during this time of
forced social distancing. Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you
and those with you would like to participate. If you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may
receive Communion without the cup – Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the bread of
Life.

GATHERING
Confession & Forgiveness (in the Celtic Tradition)
Eternal God, Creator of the skies above,
Humble Christ, born amid the growing earth,
Spirit of Life, winging over the ﬂowing waters like the wild goose,
Trinity (+) of Love, you are ever present
in earth and sea and sky,
You are ever present, in and with us, here and now.
O Hidden Mystery, Sun behind all suns, Soul behind all souls,
In everything we touch, in everyone we meet,
You are ever present, all around us,
and we give you thanks!
And we confess:
We have not always touched creation, but rather we have trampled it.
We have not always met you in one another, but rather we have missed you.
We have not always received you in the poor and the outcast and those who are different from
us, but rather we have rejected you.
Forgive us and fill our hearts with your passion!
Hear the words of Jesus:
“I came that you may have life and have it more abundantly. Your sins are forgiven. Come and
follow me.”
(adapted from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, Glasgow, Scotland, c2001)

Hymn

Will You Come and Follow Me, verses 1 & 4
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When I Survey The Wondrous Cross.

Contemporary Song

Adapted, Edward Miller, arr. K Hollingsworth
When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of Glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride
Forbid it Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God
All vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to His Blood
When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of Glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

WORD
Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together:
God of Infinite Goodness and Wisdom, through what the world calls foolish you have called us
to live faithfully and act courageously. Cleanse us and keep us steadfast in your Word of Grace,
and teach us the wisdom that comes through Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Dance and Lover of our
Souls. Amen.

1 Corinthians 1 :18-25

Reading

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God. For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
3

We Are Turning, Lord to Hear You

Lenten Verse

John 2:13-22

Gospel Reading

The Good News according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord!

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves,
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What
sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I
will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and
will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and
the word that Jesus had spoken.
This is the Good News.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Children’s Time
Sermon
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Canticle of the Turning

Hymn
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A Celtic Creed
We believe, O God of all gods,
That you are the eternal God of Life.
We believe, O God of all gods, that you are the eternal God of Love.
We believe, O God and Maker of all creation, that you are the creator of the high heavens,
that you are the creator of the deep seas, that you are the creator of the stable earth.
We believe, O God of all the peoples, that you created our souls and set their warp, that you
created our bodies and gave them breath, that you made us in your image . . . to be friends . . .
with you and with each other, with self and with all of creation.
We give you worship with all of our heart, we give you trust with all of our soul, we give our
lives to you with all of our mind and body, yielding our desires to yours, eternal Fire of Life
and Love.
Amen.
(adapted from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, Glasgow, Scotland, c2001)

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be: Hear us, Good Lord.
Your mercy is great!

Sharing the Peace — using an old Celtic Prayer
Deep Peace of the running wave to you,
Deep Peace of the ﬂowing air to you,
Deep Peace of the smiling stars to you,
Deep Peace of the quiet earth to you;
The Deep Peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you!

Offering
You may use one of our options online at: http://bethelpdx.org/donate/ or by text using
Give Plus: (855) 944-1171. Additionally you may be donate by mail.
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COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer
The pastor will guide you when to take the bread & cup and eat & drink.
Blessed is our Brother Jesus, who walks with us the Way of the Cross;
Who touches us in times of suffering . . . and turns our tears into dancing!
Blessed is the Spirit who soars like the Wild Goose, raising us up to New Life;
Who weaves our lives and all creation together into one great tapestry of love!
To show forth that love in the passion of the cross and the power of the resurrection, in the night in
which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to disciples, saying, Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again,
after supper, he took the cup, and gave thanks; and gave it for all to drink, saying, This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all people, that sins may be forgiven. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
Great is Thy Faithfulness

Communion Hymn
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SENDING
Announcements
Sending Hymn

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing, verse 1
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A Celtic Blessing & Dismissal
God be with you in every pass,
Jesus be with you on every hill,
The Spirit be with you at every stream,
Headland and ridge and lawn;
Each sea and land, each moor and meadow,
Each lying down, each rising up.
In the trough of the waves, on the crest of the billows.
Each step of the journey we go.
Passionately and unconditionally, God loves you.
Completely and utterly, God loves you,
Now and forever, (+) God loves you.
Amen.
Go in peace. Follow the Way of the Cross.
Thanks be to God!

Star of the County Down

Postlude

This Week - March 7 Virtual

Next Week - March 14 Virtual

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee

Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee

Music Director

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

Guest Musician

Jamie Vandenberg

Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor

Zoom Host

Joann Noll
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Summer Kaplan

Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For the world

Prayers for assurance of God’s love and healing as
we work together during this global pandemic.

Staff

For all those affected by wildfires

Prayers of strength and counsel for the
thousands of people affected by the wildfires.

Staff

For the People of Bethel Lutheran

May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy Spirit
abide within the people of Bethel during this time
of change and transition.

Staff

Faith St. John

Healing & support as she undergoes treatment
for cancer.

Staff

David Gyles

Continued prayers for David & Sandy as David
continues to struggle with his lung problems

Bethel Care Team

Joan Barber

Peace and comfort and freedom from
discomfort as she begins palliative care.

Carol and John Knight

Prayers for Carol & John Knight as he’s isolated in
memory care unit during the pandemic.

Pastor Christine and John Core

Prayers for the Cores after they lost their
McKenzie River to a wildfire.

The Griffin Family

Prayer for Harry as he continues physical therapy
& chemo, but is in good spirits.

Kenya, Joann’s neighbor

Prayers of healing after her lung transplant.

Joann Noll

Rob, Joann’s brother

Prayers of strength as Rob is experiencing severe
back pain, complicated by his Parkinson’s.

Joann Noll

Riva, friend of Joann

Prayers for Riva,who lives in her car in Seattle
supervises homes for people with disabilities.
Some of her clients and staff have Covid.

Joann Noll

June and Wayne Hassebroek

Prayers for June after her emergency trip to the
ER while they await further information.

Karen Anderson

Doris Bishop

Prayers of healing while she recovers from a
broken leg.

Karen Anderson

Kristi Mowe and her Family

Prayer for peace and comfort after, Ione Wilson,
Kristi’s mother, passed away shortly after her 97th
birthday.

Holly Redfern

Katie Reitel and her Family

Prayers for peace and comfort as Katie is in
hospice care with a long battle with brain
cancer. She is at home with her husband Matt,
her 7-year-old son Teddy, and her mom Liz.
Please keep her and family in your prayers
during this difficult time.

The Bentleys

Annika Johnson

Prayers for healing as she is having surgery this
week.

Karen Anderson

Jim Van Dyke

Prayers for Jim after his surgery while he
undergoes further treatment for cancer.

Karen Anderson

Pastor Core
Karen Anderson
Joann Noll
Staff

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Annalu
Lingnau, Ben Lingnau III, David Lingnau, Patricia Connor.

Bethel News: https://mailchi.mp/7fbb50c6e894/bethel-news-03-05-21
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Joh n 2 : 1 3 -22

T H E CL EA N SIN G OF T H E TEM PL E
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