5TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
February 7, 2021
Reconciling In Christ (RIC) SUNDAY: “Coming Together to
Build Community”
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
We are glad you are here with us via Zoom and we pray God will be real to you as you worship.
Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us all, we
welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual
orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and station in
life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
Communion
We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -- a temporary practice during this time of
forced social distancing. Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you
and those with you would like to participate. If you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may
receive Communion without the cup – Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the bread of
Life.
Today is “RIC Sunday”--Reconciling In Christ, of which Bethel is a member congregation.
Recently renamed, “ReconcilingWorks”, the new mission statement reads:
“Working at the intersection of oppressions, ReconcilingWorks embodies, inspires,advocates and
organizes for acceptance and full participation of all sexual orientations and gender identities within
the Lutheran communion and its ecumenical and global partners.”

GATHERING
Confession & Forgiveness
O God, our hearts are broken.
We don’t know how to love one another as You have loved us.
Our trust is broken.
We don’t know how to earn trust faithfully or give it freely.
Our community is broken.
We don’t know how to love our neighbors as ourselves.
We confess:
We are both victims and perpetrators of this brokenness.
We implore You, O God:
Break this cycle of brokenness. Provide the grace and trust we cannot provide ourselves. Open
our eyes to our neighbors who are near to us, and those who are far away. Heal our hearts.
Restore our trust. Build our community; to the glory of your Holy Name. Amen.
The God who created you, knows you intimately and calls you “good”. As a servant minister of Jesus
Christ and in (+) Jesus’ Holy Name, I proclaim to you that God loves you and forgives you all of your
brokenness and sin.

And this forgiveness and love is not just for you. We live as forgiven people in cycles of oppression,
and as forgiven Children of God, created in God’s image, we are called to challenge and change
the unjust systems in which we find ourselves.
God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, to bring good news to the poor, to
proclaim release to the captive and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free
and to proclaim the grace and favor of God. Amen!

We Are Called, verses 1 & 2

Hymn
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True Colors, Cyndi Lauper

Contemporary Song
You with the sad eyes
Don’t be discouraged, oh I realize
It’s hard to take courage
In a world full of people
You can lose sight of it all
The darkness inside you
Can make you feel so small
Show me a smile then
Don’t be unhappy
Can’t remember when
I last saw you laughing
This world makes you crazy
And you’ve taken all you can bear
Just call me up
‘Cause I will always be there
And I see your true colors
Shining through
I see your true colors
And that’s why I love you
So don’t be afraid to let them show
Your true colors
True colors are shining through (true colors)
Ooh can’t remember when
I last saw you laughing
Ooh oh oh oh
This world makes you crazy
And you’ve taken all you can bear
Just call me up
‘Cause I will always be there

WORD
Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together:
God of New Names that speak beauty and blessing, You sent Jesus to dissolve the binaries
between clean and unclean, holy and unholy, saved and unsaved—even between human and
divine and death and life! Grant that we, following in the footsteps of Jesus, may see our whole
lives as continuing this mission, that wherever binaries divide and are destructive, Your love will
move us beyond them and bring healing and wholeness; through Jesus Christ the Healer and
Lover of our Souls.
Amen.

3

Isaiah 40:21-31

Reading
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
   Has it not been told you from the beginning?
   Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
   and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
   and spreads them like a tent to live in;
who brings princes to naught,
   and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
   scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows upon them, and they wither,
   and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
To whom then will you compare me,
   or who is my equal? says the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high and see:
   Who created these?
He who brings out their host and numbers them,
   calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength,
   mighty in power,
   not one is missing.
Why do you say, O Jacob,
   and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord,
   and my right is disregarded by my God”?
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
   the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
   his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint,
   and strengthens the powerless.
Even youths will faint and be weary,
   and the young will fall exhausted;
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
   they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
   they shall walk and not faint.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Glory to God In the Highest

Gospel Hymn
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Mark 1:29-39

Reading

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord!

As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him
about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and
she began to serve them.
That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the
whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases,
and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.
In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there
he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him,
“Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Children’s Time
Sermon
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All Are Welcome, verses 1, 4 & 5

Hymn
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Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be: Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer

Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ the Healer be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering and Affirmation of Giving (based on Matthew 13:22 and 1 Timothy 6:7-9, 18-19)
Jesus said that the cares of the world and the lure of money and material things can choke the Word
in us, so that it yields nothing.
We bring nothing into this world, and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord devote ourselves to resisting greed, which plunges the human heart
into ruin, and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts, fixing our hope on God and not the
uncertainty of wealth.
We desire to be rich in good deeds and willing to share all that we have, laying up for ourselves
treasure that will not decay but will shine in the age to come.
Please donate to Bethel using Give Plus to donate by text: (855) 944-1171. You may use one of our
other options online http://bethelpdx.org/donate/

COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer
The pastor will guide you when to take the bread & cup and eat & drink
The eyes of all turn to you, O Lord,
And you give them their food in due season.
You multiply loaves and fishes; You turn water into wine.
You give us spiritual food that feeds our soul and endures forever!
And so in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to disciples, saying, Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, and gave thanks; and gave it for all to
drink, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all people, that
sins may be forgiven. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
8

Sharing the Bread and Cup
Communion Music

Somewhere Over The Rainbow, Arlen/Harburg

SENDING
Announcements
Sending Hymn

On Eagle’s Wings
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Blessing

Almighty and All-tender God, who sits above the circle of the earth,
The Lord, the Creator of all the ends of the earth,
Raise you up on wings like the eagle,
That you may run (+) and not be weary, walk and not be faint.
Amen.
Go in peace. To be the healing hands of Christ!
Thanks be to God!

Born This Way, Lady Gaga

Postlude
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Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For the world

Prayers for assurance of God’s love and healing as
we work together during this global pandemic.

Staff

For all those affected by wildfires

Prayers of strength and counsel for the
thousands of people affected by the wildfires.

Staff

For the People of Bethel Lutheran

May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy Spirit
abide within the people of Bethel during this time
of change and transition.

Staff

Faith St. John

Healing & support as she undergoes treatment
for cancer.

Staff

David Gyles

Continued prayers for David & Sandy as David
continues to struggle with his lung problems

Bethel Care Team

Joan Barber

Peace and comfort and freedom from
discomfort as she begins palliative care.

Carol and John Knight

Prayers for Carol & John Knight as he’s isolated in
memory care unit during the pandemic.

Pastor Christine and John Core

Prayers for the Cores after they lost their
McKenzie River to a wildfire.

The Griffin Family

Prayer for Harry as he continues physical therapy
& chemo, but is in good spirits.

Staff

Jim Van Dyke

Prayers for Jim after his surgery while he waits to
find out whether further treatment is needed.

Karen Anderson

Kenya, Joann’s neighbor

Prayers of healing after her lung transplant.

Joann Noll

Rob, Joann’s brother

Prayers of strength as Rob is experiencing severe
back pain, complicated by his Parkinson’s.

Joann Noll

Riva, friend of Joann

Prayers for Riva,who lives in her car in Seattle
supervises homes for people with disabilities.
Some of her clients and staff have Covid.

Joann Noll

June and Wayne Hassebroek

Prayers for June after her emergency trip to the
ER while they await further information.

Karen Anderson

Doris Bishop

Prayers of healing while she recovers from a
broken leg.

Karen Anderson

Pastor Core
Karen Anderson
Joann Noll

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Annalu
Lingnau, Ben Lingnau III, David Lingnau, Patricia Connor.

Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor
Music Director
Zoom Host

This Week - Feb 7 Virtual

Next Week - Feb 14 Virtual

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee

Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

Joann Noll

Ryan Burghard

Bethel News: https://mailchi.mp/6ec483a66a1e/bethel-news-02-05-21
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The healing of Peter’s mother-in-law

12

