FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
December 27, 2020
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here with us via Zoom and we pray God will be real to
you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing
God loves all creation and holds us all, we welcome you. We welcome
everyone and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual
orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity,
marital status and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

Communion
We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -- a temporary practice during this time of
forced social distancing. Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you
and those with you would like to participate. If you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may
receive Communion without the cup – Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the bread of
Life.
Advent/Christmas
Please have your Advent Wreath nearby, if you have one, or the appropriate number of candles, or
at least one candle if you are able, for lighting during the service when instructed.

GATHERING
Call to Worship (based in part on Luke 2:29-32)
It’s the last Sunday of the year—2020 is almost over!
Thanks be to God! Lord, let this year depart in peace!
And we are still celebrating Christmas—there are 12 days of Christmas!
With our own eyes, we have lived to see your salvation, a light for revelation, the light of
your glory, grace and love!
The Advent Wreath and Christ Candle are lit.

Once in Royal David’s City, verses 1, 3 & 4

Hymn

Some Children See Him

Contemporary Song

Music by Wihla Hutson, with Lyrics by Alfred Burt
The children in each different place
Will see the Baby Jesus’ face
Like theirs but bright with heav’nly grace
And filled with holy light!

Some children see Him bronzed and brown
the Lord of heav’n to earth come down
Some children see Him bronzed and brown
with dark and heavy hair
( with dark and heavy hair! )

O lay aside each earthly thing
and with thy heart as offering
Come worship now the infant King
‘tis love that’s born tonight!

Some children see Him almond-eyed
This Saviour whom we kneel beside
Some children see Him almond-eyed
With skin of yellow hue!

. . . ‘tis love that’s born tonight!
Some children see Him dark as they
Sweet Mary’s Son to whom we pray
Some children see Him dark as they
And, ah! they love Him so!
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WORD
Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together:
Almighty and All-loving God, you have filled all the world with the light of your Word made flesh in
the Child who was laid in a manger. By your grace, empower us to reflect that light in all that we
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lover of our Souls, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Galatians 4:4-7

Reading

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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What Child Is This, verse 1

Gospel Acclamation
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Luke 2:22-40

Reading

The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord!

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall
be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the
law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under
the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your
servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband
seven years after her marriage, hen as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple
but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began
to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God
was upon him.
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Children’s Time
Sermon
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Hymn

In His Temple Now Behold Him, verses 1 - 3

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be: Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer

Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ and Christmas be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Please donate to Bethel using Give Plus to donate by text: (855) 944-1171. You may use one of our
other options online http://bethelpdx.org/donate/
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COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer for Christmas
The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread & cup and eat & drink
The name of the town where Jesus was born, Bethlehem, means “House of Bread”.
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life, whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.”
We go to Bethlehem, every time we take the Bread and the Cup!
Jesus said, “I am the bread come down from heaven, and anyone who comes to me I will never
drive away.”
And so, in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to disciples, saying,Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, and gave thanks; and gave it for all to
drink, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all people, that
sins may be forgiven. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
A Child Is Born,Thad Jones

Communion Music

SENDING
Announcements
Litany for New Year’s

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, eventually bears all our years away;
And you, O God, are the Lord of all time and space! You are the Healer of all our memories.
Grant that in this New Year we may know your presence, see your love at work, and live in the light of
the one event that gives us joy forever-The coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Help us keep that focus, and it will be a Happy New Year!
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten, verses 1-3

Sending Hymn
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Blessing

God grant you the joy of the Christmas Angels,
the audacity of the Shepherds,
the faith of Mary,
the courage of Joseph,
the hope of Simeon and Anna,
and the love and peace (+) of the Christ Child, now and forevermore.
Amen.
Go in peace. Guided by the Spirit!
Thanks be to God!

Joy To The World

Postlude

arr. John Turk
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Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For the world

Prayers for assurance of God’s love and
healing as we work together during this global
pandemic.

Staff

For all those affected by wildfires

Prayers of strength and counsel for the
thousands of people affected by the wildfires.

Staff

For the People of Bethel Lutheran

May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy Spirit
abide within the people of Bethel during this time
of change and transition.

Staff

Faith St. John

Healing and support as she undergoes
treatment for cancer.

Staff

David Gyles

Continued prayers for David & Sandy as David
continues to struggle with his lung problems

Joan Barber

Peace and comfort and freedom from
discomfort as she begins palliative care.

Pastor Core

Bethel’s guests and volunteers

Peace and safety for Bethel’s guests and
volunteers who we cannot be with at this time,
especially for Rich Blackwood and Leo.

Joann Noll

Carol and John Knight

Prayers for Carol & John Knight as he’s isolated
in memory care unit during the pandemic.

Karen Anderson

Pastor Christine and John Core

Prayers of strength and courage for them after
the loss of their home along the McKenzie River
to a wildfire.

Joann Noll

The Griffin Family

Prayer for Harry who will need to continue
physical therapy and chemo, but is in good
spirits.

Jim Van Dyke

Prayers of healing and support as Jim will have
cancer surgery some time in December.

Kenya, Joann’s neighbor

Prayers of healing after her lung transplant.

Joann Noll

Rob, Joann’s brother

Prayers of strength as Rob is experiencing
severe back pain, complicated by his
Parkinson’s.

Joann Noll

Riva, friend of Joann

Riva lives in her car in Seattle and supervises
homes for people with disabilities. Some of her
clients and staff have Covid. Your prayers are
appreciated.

Joann Noll

Pastor Scott Dunfee

Prayers of healing after his gall bladder
removal surgery.

Bethel Care Team

Staff
Karen Anderson

Summer Kaplan

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard,
Annalu Lingnau, Ben Lingnau III, David Lingnau, Patricia Connor.

Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor
Music Director

This Week - Dec 27 Virtual

Next Week - Jan 3 Virtual

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee

Rev. Dr. Scott Dunfee

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

View Bethel News: https://mailchi.mp/7d848d93e523/merry-christmas-bethel?fbclid=IwAR3sQdvp8oA0NNYzsS52qu351gduJI0ter1Fnthc_O6HYdgOfys22eKXCn4
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