CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
December 24, 2020 at 7pm
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
Communion
We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -- a temporary practice during this time of
forced social distancing. Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you
and those with you would like to participate. If you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may
receive Communion without the cup – Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the bread of
Life.
Advent/Christmas
Please have your Advent Wreath nearby with a 5th candle in the center. If you don’t have a Wreath,
please have a single candle ready for lighting during the service when instructed.
You will also need a candle you can hold—one for each person who shares your space and is able—
for use during the singing of “Silent Night”.
Tonight you are also invited to have some jingle bells or any small bell to ring by hand. It would be
great if everyone—especially the children—had a bell to ring.

Call to Worship (based on Isaiah 9 & John 1)
The people who walked in darkness—and 2020 has been a year of much darkness—have seen a
great light.
Life has come into the world in Christ, and that life is the Light of all people.
(First Advent Candle is lit)
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them Light has shined.
The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
(Second Advent Candle is lit)
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us.
To all who receive this child, power is given to become children of God.
(Third Advent Candle is lit)
This child’s name is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
And the Word became ﬂesh and lived among us.
(Fourth Advent Candle is lit)
The authority of this child grows continually, and there shall be endless peace.
From the fullness of this child we have all received, grace upon grace.
(Christ Candle in center of Wreath is lit, or single candle if you don’t have a Wreath)

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Hymn

2

Hope Was Born This Night,

Contemporary Song

Ben MacDonald, Dave Frey
Tonight I can see a star shine
And its splendor fills up the sky
It’s the same that appeared and the wise men revered
When hope was born this night
Out upon the snowy fields
There’s a silent peace that heals
And it echoes the grace of our Savior’s embrace
Because hope was born this night
Glory to God in the highest
Peace on Earth, good will to all men
Let all of the world sing the chorus of joy
Because hope was born this night
I can hear the Christmas bells ring
As softly as a church choir sings
It’s the song used to praise the ancient of days
When hope was born this night
There are angels in this place
And my heart resounds with the praise
Like a shepherd so scared, I’ll rejoice and declare
That hope was born this night
Glory to God in the highest
Peace on Earth, good will to all men
Let all of the world sing the chorus of joy
Because hope was born this night
Gloria, Gloria
Gloria, Gloria
Oh Gloria
Gloria, Gloria
Oh Gloria
Gloria, Gloria
Glory to God in the highest
Peace on Earth, good will to all men
Let all the world sing the chorus of joy
Because hope was born this night
Glory to God in the highest
Peace on Earth, good will to all men
Let all the world sing the chorus of joy
Because hope was born this night
I know hope was born this night
Because Christ was born this night
3

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together:
Almighty and All-tender God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the Light of Jesus’ presence, until the day when we wake
to the fullness of Christ’s glory; through Jesus Christ the Light of the World, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen.

Matthew 1:18-25

First Reading

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a
son; and he named him Jesus.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Second Reading

Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went
to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn

Away In a Manger
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Luke 2:8-14

Third Reading

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Angels From the Realms of Glory, verses 1 & 2

Luke 2:15-20

Fourth Reading

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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O Little Town of Bethlehem, verses 1, 3 & 4

Hymn
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Come One, Ring Those Bells

Children’s Time and Song

by Andrew Culverwell
Everybody likes to take a holiday,
Everybody likes to take a rest.
Spending time together with the family
Sharing lots of love and happiness.
Chorus:
Come on, ring those bells, light the Christmas tree,
Jesus is the King , born for you and me.
Come on, ring those bells, Everybody say,
Jesus, we remember this your birthday!
Celebrations come because of something good.
Celebrations we love to recall.
Mary had a baby boy in Bethlehem
The greatest celebration of them all!
Chorus

Sermon
Hymn

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be: Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer

Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ and Christmas be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Please donate to Bethel using Give Plus to donate by text: (855) 944-1171. You may use one of our
other options online http://bethelpdx.org/donate/

Eucharistic Prayer for Christmas
The Pastor will guide you when to take the bread & cup and eat & drink
The name of the town where Jesus was born, Bethlehem, means “House of Bread”.
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life, whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.”
On this night, we get to go to Bethlehem, when we take the bread and the cup!
Jesus said, “I am the bread come down from heaven, and anyone who comes to me I will never
drive away.”
In another dark night, the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to disciples, saying, Take and eat; this is my body broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, and gave thanks: and gave it for all to
drink, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all people, that
sins may be forgiven. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
Communion Music

O Magnum Mysterium, Evan Ramos,

performed by the Bethel Singers
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Announcements
Candle-lighting

You and the people in your space who are able may each light a candle—taking the light from the
Christ Candle in the center of your Advent Wreathe or the single candle you lit earlier.
Once all the candles are lit, the Pastor will say the following prayer—then we sing!
All-powerful and All-merciful God, the coming of your Light into the world has warmed and
brightened weary hearts with peace and joy. Call us out of darkness and empower us to proclaim
the birth of Jesus, our Savior and Lover of our Souls, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn

Silent Night, Kathleen Hollingsworth & Jared Burdick
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Blessing

God grant you the joy of the Christmas Angels,
the audacity of the Shepherds,
the faith of Mary,
the courage of Joseph,
and the peace (+) of the Christ Child, now and forever.
Amen.
Go in peace. Let your light shine!
Thanks be to God!
You may extinguish your candles

O Christmas Tree, Ernst Anschutz

Postlude

Decorate Your Christmas Tree
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