18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 4, 2020
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here with us via Zoom and we pray God
will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us all, we
welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity and
giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender
identity, marital status and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.
Communion
We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -- a temporary practice during this time of
forced social distancing. Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you
and those with you would like to participate. If you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may
receive Communion without the cup – Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the bread of
Life.
Pet Blessing
We will have the Blessing of Pets during the ﬁrst part of the service--right after the Prayer of the Day.
Please have your pet(s) ready. The Blessing will involve you laying a hand on your pet(s) and the
Pastor saying a prayer of blessing. God created these magniﬁcent creatures, saved them in the ark,
and promised them a place in heaven according to the vision in Revelation!In that vision, St. John
writes, “I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
singing,‘To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and
might forever and ever! Amen’!” (Rev. 5:13)

GATHERING
Call to Worship(based on Psalm 148)
Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise all you saints in heaven.
Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise all you shining stars.
Praise the Lord, all you creatures in the sea; sing praise all you wild beasts and cattle, creeping things
and ﬂying birds; all people, young and old together.
Praise the Lord, ﬁre and hail, snow and fog, wind and rain; mountains and hills, fruit trees, pine and
cedar; Let all creation praise the Lord, whose splendor is over all the earth.

Hymn

All Creatures, Worship God Most High, verses 1, 2 and 3
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Contemporary Hymn

Lord Make Us Instruments of Your Peace
Arr. Don Moen, adapted for Bethel

Lord, Make us instruments of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let your love increase Lord,
make us instruments of your peace,
Walls of pride and prejudice shall cease
When we are your instruments of peace. 2X
Where there is hatred, we will show his love
Where there is injury, we will never judge
Where there is striving, we will speak his peace
To the millions crying for release,
We will be his instruments of peace Lord,
Make us instruments of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let your love increase Lord,
make us instruments of your peace,
Walls of pride and prejudice shall cease
When we are your instruments of peace.
Where there is blindness, we will pray for sight
where there is darkness, we will shine his light
Where there is sadness, we will bear their grief
To the millions crying for relief,
We will be your instruments of peace.
Lord, Make us instruments of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let your love increase Lord,
make us instruments of your peace,
Walls of pride and prejudice shall cease
When we are your instruments of peace.

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together:
Beloved God, from you come all good and beautiful things. Lead us by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit and the example of your faithful servant, Francis, to treasure and care for all that you have
made, and to proclaim the reality of your reign of love, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lover
of our Souls.
Amen.
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Blessing of Pets

WORD
Philippians 3:4b-14

Reading

[Paul writes:] If anyone else has reason to be confident in the ﬂesh, I have more: circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews;
as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that,
I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and
the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Hymn Now the Feast and Celebration
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Matthew 21:33-46

Reading
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord!

Jesus said to the people:] “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it
to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to
the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the
same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’
So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to
a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls.”
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as
a prophet.
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Children’s Time
Sermon
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All Are Welcome, verses 1, 2 & 4

Hymn
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Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be: Hear us, O Lord.
Your mercy is great!

Sharing the Peace
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy and peace. The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

Offering and Afﬁrmation of Giving (based on Matthew 13:22 and 1 Timothy 6:7-9, 18-19)
Jesus said that the cares of the world and the lure of money and material things can choke the Word
in us, so that it yields nothing.
We bring nothing into this world, and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord devote ourselves to resisting greed, which plunges the human heart
into ruin, and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts, ﬁxing our hope on God and not the
uncertainty of wealth.
We desire to be rich in good deeds and willing to share all that we have, laying up for ourselves
treasure that will not decay but will shine in the age to come.
Please Donate to Bethel using Give Plus: Donate by Text:
(855) 944-1171 or one of our other options:
http://bethelpdx.org/donate/

COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer
The pastor will guide you when to take the bread & cup and eat & drink
Holy God, Mighty Wind, Gentle Presence:
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, and on these gifts of bread and fruit of the vine.
Bless this meal and breathe new life into us.
Come, Holy Spirit.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to disciples, saying, Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, and gave thanks; and gave it for all to
drink, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all people, that
sins may be forgiven. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Lord’s Prayer,

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

SENDING

Announcements
Sending Hymn

The Lord bless you and keep you
May His face shine upon you and be gracious to you
The Lord turn His
Face toward you
And give you peace
Amen, amen, amen
Amen, amen, amen

The Blessing

Blessing(based on the Prayer of St. Francis)
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes!
The Lord of all hopefulness and joy (+) bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Thanks be to God!

Find The Light Inside

Postlude
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Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For the world

Prayers for assurance of God’s love and
healing as we work together during this global
pandemic.

Staff

For all those affected by wildfires

Prayers of strength and counsel for the
thousands of people affected by the
wildfires.

Staff

For the People of Bethel Lutheran

May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy Spirit
abide within the people of Bethel during this
time of change and transition.

Staff

Katie Reitel & Family

Prayers for peace & assurance of God’s love.

The Bentleys

Faith St. John

Healing and support as she undergoes
treatment for cancer.

David Gyles

Continued prayers for David and Sandy as
David continues to struggle with his lung
problems

Joan Barber

Peace and comfort and freedom from
discomfort as she begins palliative care.

The Griffin Family

Prayers for, the Griffin family, their son
Harry, is hospitalized and is receiving
chemotherapy cancer.

Bethel’s guests and volunteers

Peace and safety for Bethel’s guests and
volunteers who we cannot be with at this
time, and especially for Rich Blackwood
and Leo.

Joann Noll

Paul Hansen (Joyce & Warren’s oldest
son)

Healing, strength and comfort after colon
cancer diagnosis; surgery scheduled for
July.

Bethel Care Team

Carol and John Knight

Prayers for Carol and John Knight as he’s
isolated in memory care unit during the
pandemic.

Karen Anderson

Pastor Christine and John Core

Prayers of strength and courage for them
as they lost their home a wildfire after
evacuated from their home at Mackenzie
River without notice.

Rowan Renner

Prayers of gratitude and healing for Rowan,
13, after his successful surgery.

Staff
Bethel Care Team
Pastor Core
Tana & Scott Burris

Joann Noll

Summer Kaplan

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Annalu
Lingnau, Ben Lingnau III, David Lingnau, Patricia Connor.

Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor
Music Director

Today - Oct 4 Virtual

Next Week-Oct 11 Virtual

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Scott Dunfee

Pastor Scott Dunfee

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth

View Bethel News: https://mailchi.mp/82c64ae1845b/bethel-news-10-02-20

10

St. Francis of Assisi
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