SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 17, 2020
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
We are glad you are here with us via Zoom and we pray God
will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us all, we
welcome you. We welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity
and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional
and physical health, gender identity, marital status and station in life
bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

We will celebrate Holy Communion together via zoom -- a temporary practice during this time of
forced social distancing. Please have bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready, if you
and those with you would like to participate. If you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may
receive Communion without the cup – Christ is present in the bread, as Jesus said, “I am the bread of
Life.

GATHERING
Call to Worship
In the name of God (+) our Creator, in the Name of Jesus our Savior, and in the Spirit, our Comforter,
we gather to worship and celebrate life!
We have set aside our fear of abandonment and feelings of aloneness-- or brought them with
us-- and we gather!
We have lived so long feeling orphaned and isolated—like we have to do it all on our own, that we
sometimes cut ourselves off from God’s help and the help of others.
But we have heard that Jesus conquered sin and death and all that separates us from God and
each other. And we want to hear that good news again, and find new hope. . . for ourselves and
for all the world.
The One crucified and buried has broken the tomb wide open. Christ has risen from the dead and is
living together with us wherever we are, right now, in this moment, releasing us and making all things
new!
We are Easter People, who proclaim resurrection is for every day, as well as our last day-and especially for these days during a pandemic! We are Easter People, who gather to
celebrate life and worship the Risen One!

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resound

Hymns & Songs of Praise
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Where the Streets Have No Name

Hymn
I want to run, I want to hide
I want to tear down the walls that hold me inside
I wanna reach out and touch the ﬂame
Where the streets have no name
I want to feel sunlight on my face
I see that dust cloud disappear without a trace
I wanna take shelter from the poison rain
Where the streets have no name, oh oh
Where the streets have no name
Where the streets have no name
We’re still building then burning down love
Burning down love
And when I go there, I go there with you
It’s all I can do
The city’s a ﬂood
And our love turns to rust
We’re beaten and blown by the wind
Trampled into dust
I’ll show you a place
High on the desert plain
Where the streets have no name, oh oh
Where the streets have no name
Where the streets have no name
We’re still building then burning down love
Burning down love
And when I go there, I go there with you
It’s all I can do

Easter Greeting and Prayer of the Day
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Let us pray together:
Almighty and All-tender God, You hold us and all things together in your love. In your great mercy
hear the cries and receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of
your advocacy and truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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WORD
Acts 17:22-31

Reading

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in
every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found
among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God
and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him
we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
‘For we too are his offspring.’
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Gospel Hymn

This Is the Feast of Victory for Our God
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John 14:15-21

Gospel Reading
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord!

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he
abides with you, and he will be in you.
“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me,
but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love
me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to
them.”
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
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Children’s Time
Sermon
Spirit of Gentleness

Hymn
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Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be: Hear us, O Lord.
Your mercy is great!

Sharing the Easter Peace
On the first Easter, the disciples were gathered behind locked doors and full of fear. And Christ the
Risen One came to them—the closed doors and the closed hearts and minds could not keep the
Risen One out. And Jesus said to them, “Peace be with you!” and breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit” --the spirit and power of the resurrection!
The peace of Christ the Risen One be with you always.
And also with you!

Offering Music
Offering
Please Donate to Bethel using Give Plus: Donate by Text: (855) 944-1171 or one of our other options:
http://bethelpdx.org/donate/

COMMUNION
Great Thanksgiving and Eucharistic Prayer
The pastor will guide you when to take the bread & cup and eat & drink.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise!
Holy, living, and loving God, we give you praise for creating the heavens and the earth... and for
giving us life.
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a
love stronger than death, gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to disciples, saying, Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, and gave thanks; and gave it for all to
drink, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all people, that
sins may be forgiven. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, Christ’s life-giving
death and glorious resurrection, we await your promise of abundant life for all the world.
Breathe your Spirit upon us and upon our bread and cups, the spirit and power of the resurrection;
carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your precious children, clothed in the
love of Christ. Amen!
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The Lord’s Prayer,
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
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SENDING
Announcements
Sending Hymn

My Life Flows On In Endless Song

Blessing
God our Creator wipe away every tear, and hasten the day when death will be no more; mourning
and crying and pain will be no more; for these first things have passed away and God our Creator is
at work in the world making all things new.
God our Redeemer calm the storms without and within, and bring peace to your mind and body
and relationships.
And may you hear the Spirit (+) sing God’s love song in your heart.
Amen.
Go in Easter peace. Christ the Crucified and Risen One will send you an Advocate.
Thanks be to God!

Here Comes The Sun, The Beatles

Postlude
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Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For the world

Prayers for assurance of God’s love and
healing as we work together during this
global pandemic.

Staff

For all who have lost their jobs

Prayers of strength and counsel as
many cope with job losses during this
global trial.

Staff

For the People of Bethel Lutheran

May the wisdom and counsel of the Holy
Spirit abide within the people of Bethel
during this time of change and transition.

Staff

Katie Reitel & Family

Prayers for peace & assurance of God’s
love.

The Bentleys

Faith St. John

Healing and support as she undergoes
treatment for cancer.

Staff

Jennifer Nevills, former YDIC director Struggling with heart disease.

Karen Anderson

David Gyles

Continued prayers for David and Sandy
as David continues to struggle with his
lung problems

Bethel Care Team

Joan Barber

Peace and comfort and freedom from
discomfort as she begins palliative care.

Pastor Core

Marlo Edman

Prayers of gratitude for Marlo’s healing
as he begins weight bearing on his right
leg during long rehab process.

JulieAnn Edman

The Griffin Family

Prayers for, Rebecca, her son Harry,
husband Ryan & youngest son William.
Harry is hospitalized with cancer and
is receiving chemotherapy. They
are facing extra challenges due to
Covid-19 hospital safety protocols.

Tana & Scott Burris

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Annalu
Lingnau, Ben Lingnau III, David Lingnau, Patricia Connor.

Stewardship of Service
Ministers
Pastor
Music Director
Musician

Today - May 17 Virtual

Next Week- May 24 Virtual

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor Scott Dunfee

Pastor Scott Dunfee

Kathleen Hollingsworth

Kathleen Hollingsworth

Brent Follis
View Bethel News: https://mailchi.mp/22aa21fa8106/bethel-news-05-15-2020
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