
WE GATHER TOGETHER
Prelude  Clair de Lune, Claude Debussy

Welcome
Call to Worship

Loving God,
you call us to turn away from our own selfish interests, 
to take up our cross, and to follow you.
To find our lives,
may we live them in service of your mission.

As we come before you this morning,
give us open hearts and open hands.
Make us eager to hear your voice
and seek your guidance.

Open our minds to your ever-present spirit
that is always moving within and around us
Open our spirits to your nudging
and open our lives to your love.

13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 8, 2019

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here and we pray God will be real to you as you 
worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves 
all creation and holds us all, we welcome you who walk through our doors 
and you who are outside those doors. We welcome everyone and honor 
the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief, 
emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and station in 
life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships. 

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue  •  Portland, Oregon 97217  •  Email bethel@bethelpdx.org  •  Website www.bethelpdx.org

YOUR PASTOR
Pastor Christine Core

email: ccore@comcast.net 
phone/text: 503-805-3653

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender neutral restroom located 
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There 
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
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Opening Hymn Lift High the Cross
 

Greeting
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.



Kyrie from the Good Shepherd Liturgy by Christopher Wicks
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1.  Kyrie Christopher M. Wicks
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Hymn Hymn of Praise 
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 Hymn of Praise 

Salutation
May God be with you.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day 
Direct us, O Savior God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us 
to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading  Deuteronomy 30:15-20

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your 
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall 
live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to 
possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other 
gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and 
your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that 
means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to 
your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

P:  Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading  Philemon 1-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, 
and to the church in your house:
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all 
the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much 
joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed 
through you, my brother.

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become 
during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and 
to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he 
might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do 
nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 
forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him 
back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but 
how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you 
in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own 
hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have 
this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing 
to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.

P:  Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
C:  Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the fourteenth chapter.

The people respond:  Glory to you, O God.

Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes 
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even 
life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, 
to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is 
not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was 
not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first 
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with 
twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks 
for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all 
your possessions.”

The people respond:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Sermon
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Hymn of the Day O Jesus, I Have Promised 

Prayers of the People
Response:  God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you
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WE CELEBRATE THE MEAL
Offertory  Be Still My Soul  
 Jean Sibelius, with new words/music by Jobe and Ingram 

Offertory Music  Take My Live that I May be 
 verses 1 & 2 
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Offertory Prayer 
God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it.  Accept the 
gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives.  
Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and our 
Teacher.  Amen 

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father and Mother
Who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

Invitation to Communion
Jesus invites all Creation to the table. Come, take your place at the feast.  

Hymn   In the Singing
  Verse 1 and Refrain
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Our welcome extends to the Communion Table. We recognize that this is Christ’s Table and Christ’s invitation. 
Please come forward as you are invited. If you prefer not to receive Communion at this time, you are welcome 
to come forward for a blessing – just fold your arms across your chest so that we know you prefer a blessing.  
Wine is served from the first chalice; grape juice is served from the second. We also offer gluten-free bread and 
individual cups of wine.

Communion Distribution
Communion Hymn  Let Us Break Bread Together
 

Prayer After Communion

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body 
and blood, our hearts have been refreshed.  Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear 
witness to the one we have received, Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.  Amen
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WE ARE SENT IN JESUS’ LOVE
Announcements
Blessing
Sending Hymn Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Dismissal 
Go in peace to share the Good News.

Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  Clair de Lune
 Gabriel Fauré 
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Prayer Requested For: Prayer Concern: Prayer Contact:
For all victims of Hurricane Dorian, 
especially those in the northern 
Bahamas and on the eastern seaboard

Comfort, peace and healing, and energy 
and resources to rebuild and restore their 
lives.

Staff

For the People of Bethel Lutheran 

Strength to advocate for justice, health care, 
education for all, encouragement to learn to 
talk through fears and communicate across 
boundaries, and courage to establish a “Just 
world for all”

Staff

For those who suffer from any affliction

Be close to all who are feeling the bitter 
winds of flagging hope and scarcity.  
Help us remember those who have been 
overtaken by the challenges of poverty, 
loss, unjust discrimination or exclusion.

Staff

Barbara Horne Prayers of healing and comfort. Tammy Gover

Steve Stoner Prayers of healing and comfort. Staff

Katie Reitel & Family Prayers for peace & assurance of God’s love. The Bentleys

Faith St. John
Prayers of thanksgiving for a successful 
surgery. Peace and comfort as further 
treatment is discerned. 

Pastor Core

Leo Lawrence Prayers for healing. Pastor Core

Jennifer Nevills, former YDIC director Struggling with heart disease. Karen Anderson

Bob Hoggard Prayers of healing. Becky McAllister

Paul Tweten Prayers of peace and comfort following a 
diagnosis of inoperable prostate cancer. Jim VanDyke

Family and Friends of Nicole Hess Prayers for peace and comfort following 
her death. Pastor Core

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Bertha Anderson, Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, 
Miles Bard, Annalu Lingnau, Ben Lingnau III, David Lingnau, Mary Rix, Patricia Connor.

Stewardship of Service Today - Sept 8 Next Week - Sept 15

Ministers: All Baptized Members of Bethel All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor: Pr. Christine Core Pr. Christine Core

Music Director Jamie Webster Jamie Webster
Usher: Joe Tancredi Joe Tancredi
Reader:

Communion:
Preparation of the Altar:
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BETHEL NEWS

COMING UP: 
• September 11 | Drop-In Board Meeting, 6:30 pm Location TBD

• September 11 | Free Lecture from Marilynne Robinson 
Wednesday, 7:15 pm at the University of Portland Chiles Center.

• September 12 | Women’s Spirituality Group, 7pm NW Lucky Lab, 1945 NW Quimby St, Pdx

• September 15 | Choir Rehearsal, 9 am in the Sanctuary

• September 15 | Council Meeting, Following worship

• September 20 | PDX Climate Strike - Join Bethel Community  
10:30 am rally at City Hall followed by a March. Details below

• September 22 | Choir Rehearsal, 9 am in the Sanctuary

For the Future
• Oct. 11-13 | Women’s Retreat at McKenzie Bridge

OTHER NEWS

Worship and Music
Starting this Sunday, we will be learning together a new liturgy, written by internationally 
recognized Oregon musician, Christopher Wicks. This liturgy, written for Christ the Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Salem, uses the traditional liturgical language of the Lutheran liturgies set to 
new and fresh music. This liturgy comes to us from our Music Director, Jamie Webster.

This Sunday, Jamie will introduce us to the Kyrie; and over the next few weeks, we will be learning 
one new portion of the liturgy each Sunday.

A little something about Christopher Wicks
Christopher serves as the organist and choir accompanist at Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in 
West Linn.  He holds a Masters in Music in Organ Performance from the University of Oregon and 
a Masters in Music in Composition from the University of Montreal. His compositions have been 
performed to great acclaim throughout North America, South Korea and in Europe.

Bethel’s Choir
Everyone is welcome to join in on the singing and celebrating.  And, thank you to everyone who 
sang through some of our upcoming music and through bits of others.  Please continue to give 
Jamie your feedback about what piques your interest and is joyful for you to sing.  If the music 
selections are challenging (either positively or negatively), she would like to hear that too.  Your 
feedback is critical as worship planning for the fall continues.

Upcoming Choir Dates for your Calendars:
• Sunday, September 15, 9 am Rehearsal and 10 am Worship Service
• Sunday, September 22, 9 am Rehearsal and 10 am Worship Service
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Women’s Spirituality Group|Thursday 9/12, 7 pm, NW Lucky Lab
Bethel women’s spirituality group is alive & well!

You are welcome to join us:
Thursday evening, 9/12 at 7 pm
NW Lucky Lab 
1945 NW Quimby St
Pdx, OR 97209

We will continue on in Jan Richardson’s book “In Wisdom’s Path”, using pages 111-117 as a reference. 

Care of the soul is a continuous process that concerns itself not so much with ‘fixing’ a central flaw 
as with attending to the small details of everyday life as well as to major decisions and changes. 

By Thomas Moore
September meetings: 9/12 - 7 pm and 9/28 - 8:30 am

Parsonage Update 
Antoinette Leis, of Dwell Realty and an FOB and Bethel Drop-In Supporter, met with me at the 
Parsonage to see the remodel and help us with a rental agreement. Her opinion…..the remodel 
has been done extremely well in that everything we did added value to the home, but we did 
not overdo anything. It is a great rental, and should we ever need or want to sell, we have done 
all the right things to increase its selling power without going overboard. And, it is also a great 
home as a parsonage, should we, in the future, want to offer it as a part of a package like we did 
with Pastor Keys. 

Parsonage Work Recap Thanks to Your Investment
• 6 Bedrooms
• 2 Full, Newly Remodeled Bathrooms
• New Gas Heat and Air Conditioning
• Decommissioned oil tank has been
• Updated Legal Bonus Room
• Brand New Electric Panel and Wiring 
• Remodeled Kitchen with All New Appliances: 
• Refinished Beautiful Oak Floors 
• 100% New Interior Paint 
• New Safe Half-Wall for the Stairwell
• Added Upstairs Hall Closet 
• New Windows
• New French Doors
• New Waterline
• Extensive Yard Cleanup
• Garage Door Repaired
• Rental Value Increased by around $1500 a month

I say we celebrate our good work. Watch for an open house announcement to do just that...

Thanks everyone!!!
Tana Bishop
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Free Lecture for all the bibliophiles of Bethel 
Wednesday, September 11 |  7:15 pm at U of P, Chiles Center

You are invited to hear Pulitzer Prize winning author, Marilynne Robinson, speak at the University 
of Portland.  She is speaking on Wednesday, September 11, 2019 at 7:15 pm at the University of 
Portland Chiles Center. Her lecture is free.
 
In addition to her Pulitzer, President Obama awarded her the National Humanities Medal in 2012 
for “her grace and intelligence in writing.”  She won the Pulitzer for her novel Gilead.  Her first 
novel Housekeeping, won the Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award.  She is Professor Emerita at the 
University of Iowa and taught at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop for 25 years.

Bethel Women’s Retreat | October 11-13, McKenzie Bridge
Come join us for a weekend of learning, prayer, reflection, relaxation, and relationship. We’ll start 
with Compline on Friday evening and then ease our way into blessed conversation on Saturday 
morning. 

Let our Registrar, Jackie Calder, know if you would like to go. We are working on the costs for 
the weekend and will have that number soon. And let Pastor Christine know if you will need 
scholarship help for the retreat or for the book purchase. 
 
 A small group of women decided that we would use a book by Brene Brown as a jumping off 
point. That book, Daring Greatly: How the Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live, 
Love, Parent, and Lead. The book is available on amazon.com in paperback for $9.34 and we 
urge you to read through this book between now and the retreat. 

Join the PDX Climate Strike with the Bethel Community | 9/20 at 10:30am, City Hall
This year saw unprecedented warming across the planet, including record-breaking fires, storms, 
and drought. Our kids’ future depends on all of us acting now.

• Strike at City Hall
• March Across the Hawthorn Bridge
• Climate Festival outside OMSI

You are invited to join the PDX Climate Strike with others from 
the Bethel community on Friday, September 20 at 10:30am. 
We will meet for a rally in front of Portland City Hall and then 
march across the Hawthorne Bridge to the Eastside Esplanade 
where there will be a Climate Festival. This is part of a massive, 
youth-led global strike to bring attention to the climate crisis 
and the need for action.

If you would like to meet up with others from Bethel for the 
rally, please call or text PJ Bentley at 503-313-7431.

Find out more at:
https://actionnetwork.org/events/pdx-climate-strike-4

Thank You to Nash, Rich and Leo 
For their unwavering support of our Food Ministry program.

 

 

Strike
 

March
 

Festival
 

Mobilize with us! 

Portland City Hall 
@ 10:30 am

Across the Hawthorne Bridge
to Eastbank Esplanade by

OMSI

Trainings, Art Builds, Music,
Education, Action, Fun, 

Family Friendly! 
Join the Climate Movement!

climatestrikeoregon.org


