
WE GATHER TOGETHER
Prelude  I Surrender All 
 (Incorporating Beethoven’s Pathetique theme) arr. Cindy Berry

Welcome
Call to Reconciliation

Despite all the ways we speak of sin – failures, mistakes, intended acts, 
Scripture tells us that we are stubborn-hearted, wanting only our way.  
But if we pause to listen to God, if we open our mouths (and our hearts) to confess our sin, 
God will fill our emptiness with forgiveness and hope. 
Let us pray together, as we say,

We are always uncomfortable, Watching God, 
when you notice how we want to sit in the seats of honor. 
We can be so proper, so good, so well-off, 
that it is easy to imagine we are superior to the poor. 
We are so busy completing our ‘To Do’ list each day, 
that we forget to do good when we have the chance.

Forgive us, Welcoming God. 
Fill our emptiness with your grace and humility 
that we would spend our lives alongside Jesus, our Savior and Friend, 
throwing a party for the poor, the damaged, the prisoner, the lost, the oppressed.

Silence is kept

Assurance of Pardon
 

12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 1, 2019

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here and we pray God will be real to you as you 
worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves 
all creation and holds us all, we welcome you who walk through our doors 
and you who are outside those doors. We welcome everyone and honor 
the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief, 
emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and station in 
life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships. 

Address 5658 North Denver Avenue  •  Portland, Oregon 97217  •  Email bethel@bethelpdx.org  •  Website www.bethelpdx.org

YOUR PASTOR
Pastor Christine Core

email: ccore@comcast.net 
phone/text: 503-805-3653

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender neutral restroom located 
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There 
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
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This is the good news: 
after what God has done for us, 
what can anyone or any thing do to us? 
We are new people, graced by our loving God.
Forgiven, embraced, welcomed by our God, 
we will offer open hearts and serving hands 
to everyone we meet. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen

Opening Hymn Gather Us In
 

Greeting
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.
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Hymn This is the Feast 
 (continues on next page)
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Hymn This is the Feast 

Salutation
May God be with you.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day 
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the 
humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading  Proverbs 25:6-7

Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great;
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

P:  Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were 
in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 
Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge 
fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what 
you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, 
 
“The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Through 
him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his 
name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God.

P:  Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
C:  Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the fourteenth chapter.

The people respond:  Glory to you, O God.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on 
the sabbath, they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. “When you are 
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone 
more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may 
come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the 
lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all 
who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite 
your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, 
and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.”

The people respond:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Sermon
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Hymn of the Day Let Us Go Now to the Banquet 

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
Response:  Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you

WE CELEBRATE THE MEAL
Offertory  It Is Well with My Soul 
 (Incorporating Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata) arr. Cindy Berry 

Offertory Music  Come, All You People 
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Offertory Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to share 
and for this bread and wine.  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and 
drink, our lives my reflect your generosity, through Christ our Redeemer.  Amen. 

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father and Mother
Who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

Invitation to Communion
God invites you to this table of bounty.  Come, the banquet is ready.

Hymn  Taste and See

Communion Distribution

Our welcome extends to the Communion Table. We recognize that this is Christ’s Table and Christ’s invitation. 
Please come forward as you are invited. If you prefer not to receive Communion at this time, you are welcome 
to come forward for a blessing – just fold your arms across your chest so that we know you prefer a blessing.  
Wine is served from the first chalice; grape juice is served from the second. We also offer gluten-free bread and 
individual cups of wine.
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Communion Hymn  On Eagle’s Wings

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
 who abide in this shadow for life,
 say to the Lord: “My refuge,
 my rock in whom I trust!”

Refrain
 And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
 bear you on the breath of dawn,
 make you to shine like the sun,
 and hold you in the palm of his hand.

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
 and famine will bring you no fear;
 under God’s wings your refuge,
 with faithfulness your shield.  Refrain

3 You need not fear the terror of the night,
 nor the arrow that flies by day;
 though thousands fall about you,
 near you it shall not come.  Refrain

4 For to the angels God’s given a command
 to guard you in all of your ways;
 upon their hands they will bear you up,
 lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Final refrain
 And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
 bear you on the breath of dawn,
 make you to shine like the sun,
 and hold you in the palm of his hand;
 and hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.

Prayer After Communion

Holy One, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table.  Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with 
all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through 
Christ, our Redeemer.  Amen
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WE ARE SENT IN JESUS’ LOVE
Announcements
Blessing
Sending Hymn The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to share the Good News.

Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  Dance, L. Van Beethoven
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Prayer Requested For: Prayer Concern: Prayer Contact:

For the People of Bethel Lutheran 

Strength to advocate for justice, health care, 
education for all, encouragement to learn to 
talk through fears and communicate across 
boundaries, and courage to establish a “Just 
world for all”

Staff

For all who labor in God’s world

Prayers of thanksgiving for all volunteers 
who devote their time to our many ministries 
to each other and to the community, 
including and most certainly not limited to 
our breakfast ministry workers; those who 
serve to take care of our buildings; those 
who clean and garden,those working to 
promote and encourage the well-being 
of others, and those who extend love and 
care to everyone they meet

Staff

Barbara Horne Prayers of healing and comfort. Tammy Gover

Steve Stoner Prayers of healing and comfort. Staff

Katie Reitel & Family Prayers for peace & assurance of God’s love. The Bentleys

Faith St. John
Prayers of thanksgiving for a successful 
surgery. Peace and comfort as further 
treatment is discerned. 

Pastor Core

Leo Lawrence Prayers for healing. Pastor Core

Jennifer Nevills, former YDIC director Struggling with heart disease. Karen Anderson

Family & friends of Don Connor Peace and comfort following his death. 
Don was Phyllicia’s stepfather. Phyllicia McGowan

Bob Hoggard Prayers of healing. Becky McAllister

Paul Tweten Prayers of peace and comfort following a 
diagnosis of inoperable prostate cancer Jim VanDyke

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Bertha Anderson, Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, 
Miles Bard, Annalu Lingnau, Ben Lingnau III, David Lingnau, Mary Rix, Patricia Connor.

Stewardship of Service Today - Sept 1 Next Week - Sept 7

Ministers: All Baptized Members of Bethel All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor: Pr. Christine Core Pr. Christine Core

Music Director Jamie Webster Jamie Webster
Usher: Joe Tancredi Joe Tancredi
Reader:

Communion:
Preparation of the Altar:
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BETHEL NEWS

COMING UP: 
• September 6, 7 and 8 | Congregation Camp Out, Talk to Scott and Tana for sign-up. Details below

• September 11 | Drop-In Board Meeting, 6:30 pm Location TBD

• September 11 | Free Lecture from Marilynne Robinson 
Wednesday, 7:15 pm at the University of Portland Chiles Center.

• September 12 | Women’s Spirituality Group, 7pm TBD

• September 15 | Choir Rehearsal, 9 am in the Sanctuary

• September 15 | Council Meeting, Following worship

For the Future
• Oct. 11-13 | Women’s Retreat at McKenzie Bridge

OTHER NEWS

Women’s Spirituality Group|Saturday, August 31, 8:30 am at the Edman’s home

YES, we are meeting regularly now to gather, to pray together, to find ways listen to each other and 
to God. We will be meeting every two weeks, alternating between Saturday mornings at 8:30 and 
Thursday evenings at 7. NOTE: 7 is a change from 6:30 due to travel concerns. 

Next meetings: Thursday, 9/12 at 7 pm and Saturday, 9/28 at 8:30AM

We have copies of In Wisdom’s Path, by Jan Richardson, the book we are using. Right now. If you 
plan to participate in the women’s group, you may want a copy so let me know. For those who can 
afford it, they are $25 each. If you can pay even part of that it is appreciated. It is the kind of book 
that can be used for spiritual refreshment throughout your life! At least it is for me! 

We need a volunteer to be the hostess for the Thursday meeting of 9/12 because I will be inundated 
with a brief slew of family!  What JOY!  An adult vacation with my adult kids! 

The Great Bethel Camp Out 2019! | September 6, 7, and 8
Campers will descend on Milo McIver Park near Estacada at the Steelhead Group Site on Friday 
and Saturday night.

The cost is $20 for the weekend per person. All food, parking and campsite amenities are available 
to you. Come as soon as you can on Friday, the site is available in the afternoon. Find your perfect 
spot to set up your tent and enjoy the weekend. Bring any adult beverages you wish to consume or 
share and any specialty food items you need. This is what we will have available. Snacks and soft 
drinks and s’mores at night. All firewood provided.

To reach the campgrounds, your best bet is to put Milo McIver state park into your maps app and 
off you go.

If you don’t wish to camp with us, drive out anytime, it’s about 45 minutes from downtown Portland. 
We will have plenty of food and snacks to share.
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Bethel Women’s Retreat | October 11-13, McKenzie Bridge
Come join us for a weekend of learning, prayer, reflection, relaxation, and 
relationship. We’ll start with Compline on Friday evening and then ease our way 
into blessed conversation on Saturday morning. 

Let our Registrar, Jackie Calder, know if you would like to go. We are working on 
the costs for the weekend and will have that number soon. And let Pastor Christine 
know if you will need scholarship help for the retreat or for the book purchase. 
 
 A small group of women decided that we would use a book by Brene Brown as a 
jumping off point. That book, Daring Greatly: How the Courage to Be Vulnerable 
Transforms the Way We Live, Love, Parent, and Lead. The book is available on 
amazon.com in paperback for $9.34 and we urge you to read through this book between now and 
the retreat. 

Parsonage Update 
From Pastor Core
We thank everyone who has given time and effort to this project, those who have pledged and 
given funds toward the remodel. But we especially applaud the efforts of Scott Burris and Tana 
Bishop who have shepherded this project from the very start!  Everything has been accomplished 
within budget and each improvement has added value to the house. 

From Tana Bishop
Last Monday, Antoinette Leis, of Dwell Realty and an FOB and Bethel Drop-In Supporter, met with 
me at the Parsonage to see the remodel and help us with a rental agreement. Her opinion…..the 
remodel has been done extremely well in that everything we did added value to the home, but 
we did not overdo anything. It is a great rental, and should we ever need or want to sell, we have 
done all the right things to increase its selling power without going overboard. And, it is also a 
great home as a parsonage, should we, in the future, want to offer it as a part of a package like 
we did with Pastor Keys. 

Parsonage Work Recap Thanks to Your Investment
• 6 Bedrooms: 3 on the main floor and 3 upstairs. One of each of these bedrooms on each floor 

could also be a considered an office.

• 2 Full, Newly Remodeled Bathrooms: Replacing 1 old half bath and one old full bath. The old 
bath/shower combo was completely awful, and we now have a new bath/shower combo in the 
downstairs main bath. We have double sinks in the main bath and previously had only one sink. 
We now have cabinet doors and drawers that close in the main bathroom sink cabinet. We have 
a sink cabinet in the upstairs bath when before there was none. We have a new tiled shower and 
new window upstairs in a brand new full bath.

• New Gas Heat and Air Conditioning: There is now gas heat and air times two - 2 systems in the 
house....in order to maintain a comfortable temperature year-round inside the house. The old 
oil furnace  quit sometimes in the winter and in the summer the house heated up to a fairly 
unbearable heat index in all of the house, except perhaps in the unfinished basement. The oil 
furnace is gone and the tank has been properly decommissioned.

• Updated Legal Bonus Room: Before, we had an illegal gathering space in the basement without 
an egress window which was sometimes used as a bedroom. The space is now a legal bonus 
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room with a brand new egress window that Antoinette said adds tremendously to the value of the 
house because it could be used as a bedroom or living space in the future.

• Brand New Electric Panel and Wiring 
• Remodeled Kitchen with All New Appliances: Gas stove with vented ceiling fan, microwave, 

dishwasher, large two section granite sink with disposal, and refrigerator with ice maker. New 
island in the kitchen for gathering. New oak cabinets and counter tops throughout with tile 
backsplashes throughout.

• Refinished Beautiful Oak Floors 
• 100% New Interior Paint 
• New Safe Half-Wall for the Stairwell: Replacing unsafe 20” railing
• Added Upstairs Hall Closet 
• New Windows: We have 10 brand new windows and window wells in the entire basement. We 

have new egress windows in the upstairs bedrooms and new windows where the old ones were 
broken.

• New French Doors: They lead out to a small wood deck in the backyard and none of that existed 
prior to the remodel.

• New Waterline: To the house from the street, and the old galvanized pipe that ran through the 
basement, under the front steps and sidewalk and might have broken at any time.

• Extensive Yard Cleanup: Prior to the construction starting on the inside, 3 trailer loads of bushes 
causing rot on the outside west walls of the house were removed.

• Garage Door Repaired

Rental Value Increased!
When Antoinette saw the house before the remodel, her lengthy evaluation process came up 
with a rental price of around $2200 based on the condition of the home at that time. Now with 
the improvements to the property, we have added tremendously to the value of the home and 
have an offer closer to $3700 per month.
So, thank you, the value of the home was significantly increased by this investment, and thank 
you for being good stewards of your property.

I say we celebrate our good work.
Watch for an open house announcement to do just that...

Thanks everyone!!!
Tana Bishop

Free Lecture for all the bibliophiles of Bethel: 
Wednesday, September 11 |  7:15 pm at U of P, Chiles Center

You are invited to hear Pulitzer Prize winning author, Marilynne Robinson, speak at the University 
of Portland.  She is speaking on Wednesday, September 11, 2019 at 7:15 pm at the University of 
Portland Chiles Center. Her lecture is free.
 
In addition to her Pulitzer, President Obama awarded her the National Humanities Medal in 2012 
for “her grace and intelligence in writing.”  She won the Pulitzer for her novel Gilead.  Her first 
novel Housekeeping, won the Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award.  She is Professor Emerita at the 
University of Iowa and taught at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop for 25 years. 
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Bethel GivePlus 
Give by Text Number: 503-608-7267
Texting Code Fund Name

General Operating  
Default Fund

Parsonage Parsonage Project

Ticket Cab & Cab Ticket 

Auction Cab & Cab Auction

Breakfast Help Needed
If you are not camping with the group during the weekend of 
September 6 – 8, it would be great to have a couple of extra 
pairs of hands in the kitchen. We are likely to be short staffed 
a tad and will be making some adjustments in the menu so 
that everyone has something nutritious to eat. If you’re in town, 
please let us know.

And if you are camping, have a wonderful time!  Hug a Doug 
Fir or a Larkspur for the rest of us. 

The Parable of the Great Banquet


