TURNING TO SPRING
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
March 10, 2019
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
YOUR PASTORS
Pastor Christine Core

email: ccore@comcast.net
phone/text: 503-805-3653

Pastor Terry Moe

email: tmoex1@gmail.com
phone/text: 503-702-5453

We are glad you are here and we pray God will be real to you as you
worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God
loves all creation and holds us all, we welcome you who walk through
our doors and you who are outside those doors. We welcome everyone
and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation,
race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital
status and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

Prelude		

WE GATHER TOGETHER

Welcome
Call to Worship
Prayer of Confession and Forgiveness

God has set before us life and death. The choice is ours.
Let us acknowledge our misuse of the liberty of choice. Let us pray.
—silent prayer—
Let us ask to be forgiven for the times when we have chosen badly,
opting for the easy way of habit and social convention,
rather that the higher and harder ways of Jesus.
Let us confess that sometimes our choices have been made
from rank selfishness, with scant concern for those around us,
even for those who love us dearly.
Let us ask to be forgiven for putting off decisions,
for dithering and avoiding choice until opportunity has gone by.
Let us confess that we have at times made outwardly good decisions for the wrong reasons,
driven by selfish motives.
Holy God, Savior and Friend, we thank you that long before we face up to ourselves
and frame our confessions, your mercy in Jesus is here waiting for us.
We rest our mortal lives in your immortal Life, allowing your grace, mercy and peace
to cleanse, refresh and straighten us.
Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender neutral restroom located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There
is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.

Breathe into our humanity, loving God, that we may fully live.
Please breathe your Spirit in our brains,
that our decision making may be pure and wise.
Breathe your Spirit on our lips,
that our speech may witness to life and light and holy joy.
Breathe your Spirit on our hands,
that in their busyness they may serve you before all else.
Breathe your Spirit on our feet, that we may tread this earth with gentleness and respect.
Through Christ Jesus, our liberator.
Amen

Opening Hymn

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery

2

Greeting
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

As the Sun with Longer Journey

Hymn

Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the
wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
Deuteronomy 26:1-11

First Reading

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess,
and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which
you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and
go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the
priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have
come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.” When the priest takes the basket
from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response
before the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and
lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous.
When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to
the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a
terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave
us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that
you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before
the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall
celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.
P: Hear the Word of God.
C: Thanks be to God.

Temptation of Christ (Athos) Icon

Second Reading

After His baptism by John in the Jordan River, the Lord went out into the desert to pray and fast. After
40 days, He was physically weak and the Devil came to tempt Him.
First, he told the Lord to make stones into bread. Second, he took the Lord to the top of the Temple
and told Him to throw Himself off. Third, he showed Him all the nations of the world and promised
unmatched glory if the Lord would bow down and worship him.
P: Hear the Word of God.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the fourth chapter.
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days,
and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does
not live by bread alone.’ ”
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And
the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given
over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”
Jesus answered him, “It is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” Then the devil took him to Jerusalem,
and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down from here, for it is written,‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot
against a stone.’ ”
Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” When the devil
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
P: 		
C:

This is the Gospel of the Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message
Sermon
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Presentation of the Word:
From Baptism to Temptation(Godly Play plaques)
One does not live by Bread Alone
Worship the Lord your God, and Serve only God
Do not put the Lord your God to the Test
When the devil finished every test, he departed until an opportune time.

Tammy Gover
Pastor Moe
Naso Michaels
Tammy Gover
Pastor Moe

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me

Hymn of the Day
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Prayer of the Four Directions

Prayers of the People

East
All good things come from the East The freshening wind brings warm rain and sunshine. Each
day guide us to see you in everything we do, everyone we meet. Be kind in your blessings,
Lord.
South
The warming south winds bring new growth, gentle rain, healing sunshine. Bless us with
enough food and the good things from the earth. As we eat nourishing food help us to know
you as the giver of all good gifts, Lord.
West
The sun sets in the West giving us glorious colors in our life. Night can sometimes be scary. The
darkness can also mean calming, healing sleep. May good dreams and deep sleep cleanse
us from all that is bad or evil. Renew and refresh us, O Lord.
North
North winds sometimes bring stormy weather and snow. Let your warmth in our coldness
wrap us as with a blanket of love to keep away all that hurts. May all our people have warm
houses and full tables against winter’s chill, Lord.

The Lakota Prayer Book
By Fr. Charles Flood, SCJ
Edited by Dn. David Nagel, SCJ

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you

WE CELEBRATE THE MEAL
Offering
Offering Hymn Sung by the Bethel Choir
Offering Prayer
God of the wilderness, We give these offerings in gratitude,
rejoicing in the abundance of your gifts to us.
We give these offerings in faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.
We give these offerings in hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your love in this world.
And with these offerings, we give ourselves;
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands.
Amen
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Great Jehovah

By Pepper Choplin

Time for Reflection and Writing of Prayer Intentions
						
						
						
						
				
Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our welcome extends to the Communion Table. We recognize that this is Christ’s Table and Christ’s
invitation. Please come forward as you are invited. If you prefer not to receive Communion at this time,
you are welcome to come forward for a blessing – just fold your arms across your chest so that we know
you prefer a blessing. Wine is served from the first chalice; grape juice is served from the second. We
also offer gluten-free bread and individual cups of wine.
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Lamb of God

Invitation to Communion
Speak to us, O God, in the breaking of the bread and make us one with you.

Communion Distribution

Christ has prepared the feast.Come to the table where all are welcomed home.
During the distribution of Holy Communion, you may wish to light a candle, place your prayer
intention into the frame at the front of the Sanctuary, or come to the prayer station for
personal prayer or anointing.
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As the Deer Runs the River

Communion Hymn

Post-Communion Blessing
Prayer After Communion

Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, turning out
emptiness into joy.Filled with your abundant grace, send us now with to be ministers of
reconciliation, mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for peace among
all people, in the name of Jesus Christ.Amen
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WE ARE SENT IN JESUS’ LOVE
Announcements
Blessing
My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

Sending Hymn

Dismissal
Go in peace. You are God’s hands in the world.
Thanks be to God.
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Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For our LGBTQAI siblings

Peace and healing for all LGBTQAI people
following the United Methodist Church ruling
banning LGBTQAI clergy and marriage for all
people who love another. May all people,
especially the LGBTQAI community, know they
are beloved and created in God’s image.

Pastor Core

Those unable to
worship with us – Wayne &
June Hassebroek, Dorothy
Hansen, Barbara Lynch

Assurance of God’s presence

Staff

Those affected by political
and racial discord.

Prayers of peace.

Staff

Prayers for healing and effective treatment for
breast cancer.

Tammy Gover

Richard VanDyke

Prayers for healing and peace.

Jim VanDyke

Pepe Rochon

Prayers for healing and comfort.

Faith St. John

Barbara Horne

Prayers of healing and comfort.

Tammy Gover

Steve Stoner

Prayers of healing and comfort.

Staff

Joann Noll

Traveling mercies as Joann journeys to Honduras
on a humanitarian mission.

Staff

Becky Edman and her
family

Prayers for peace and comfort. Becky is
JulieAnn and Marlo Edman’s niece. She is in the
late stages of cancer.

JulieAnn and Marlo
Edman

Prayers for Leisha’s safe return and strength for
Willie. Prayers for the safety of Willie’s family

Willie, one of our
Breakfast Guests

Prayers of peace and comfort following his
accidental death on Monday. Anthony is
survived by a four year old daughter and a one
week old son.

Pastor Core

Jan Kimble

Leisha and Willie
Family and Friends of
Anthony Azarian

Stewardship of Service

Today - Mar 10

Next Week - Mar17

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor:

Pr. Christine Core

Pr. Christine Core

Pastor:

Pr. Terry Moe

Pr. Terry Moe

LeAnn Michaels

LeAnn Michaels

Musician

Bethel Choir

Kira Whiting & Gabriel MoodyBurghard

Usher:

The Burdicks

Meghan Cyr and Clare Alvey

Jared Burdick

Brady Burdick

Brady and Stephanie Burdick

Cate Milburn and Shirley Kolpin

Ministers:

Music Director:

Reader:
Communion:
Preparation of the Altar:

Jackie Calder
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Coming Up:
March 12
March 13
March 16
March 17
March 23
March 24

|
|
|
|
|
|

Drop-In Center Board Meeting
Fundraising Committee Meeting, 6 pm in Library
Confirmation Class for our Youth – in Pastor Christine’s office
Council Meeting
Hygiene Program, 9 -12 pm
Congregation Gathering, following worship

Other News
Our Lenten Prayers
“Lent,” wrote Thomas Merton, an American Trappist monk, “is not just a time for squaring
conscious accounts: but for realizing what we had perhaps not seen before.” For many
Lent, is a traditional time of preparation, a time for penitential practices and a time
for almsgiving. Some people give up something, some adopt and observe a spiritual
practice. Here at Bethel, we are offering a couple of opportunities during Lent to deepen
our spiritual lives.
We invite you to light a candle, whenever you are moved to do so – for example at the
beginning of the service during the Prelude music, during the time of Confession and
Forgiveness, Offering, or the Distribution of Communion.
We will also have a station for individual blessing and prayer during Holy Communion.
On Sunday, the First Sunday in Lent, you will see a large frame with chicken wire stretched
in the frame. There will be a supply of paper (purple) with a space for writing a prayer;
something that is resting on your heart. When you are ready, you are invited to write
your thoughts and prayers on the paper, roll it up and place it in one of the holes of the
chicken wire. We will be collecting your prayers in this way during the entirety of Lent.

Food Ministry News
We have heard your very valid concerns about the presence of dogs in the Fellowship
Hall during the Sunday morning breakfast. We thank you for talking with us about this. We
have instituted a policy, in accordance with applicable laws and procedures to admit
Service Dogs. “Companion” dogs, pet dogs and all other animals shall not be admitted.
The Breakfast volunteers have been trained in proper procedures around this issue. We
ask if you see a dog on premises that you contact one of the following individuals: Pastor
Core, Sonia Fornoni, Paul Gover, Tammy Gover, Shirley Kolpin, Becky McAllister or Cate
Milburn. They will be able to determine whether the dog and its owner are in compliance
with regulations about this issue and take appropriate action.
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Our next meeting is Monday, April 1.
Please join us if you wish, or please do contact a member of the Food Ministry Team with
your questions or concerns. We are working hard to address all of the issues before us,
while performing this ministry of hospitality for our community.

Celebration for Tammy Gover | March 31
Help us celebrate and give thanks for Tammy Gover’s tenure at the BethelYouth Drop-In
Center.

Congregational Gathering Recap |From February 24  
Based on the feedback we received at the Annual Meeting, we are holding a series of
gatherings and conversations with the congregation about issues that surfaced. Our first
meeting was last Sunday. A brief recap of what we heard:
Many thanks to Scott Burris and Tana Bishop who are coordinating the parsonage
remodel. We are moving forward – the oil tank will be decommissioned (there was no
detected soil decontamination); the old furnace will be coming out to make way for a
new and efficient gas furnace. Contracts will be signed and we expect word from the
Mission Investment Fund about our loan application.
We are forming a fund raising team to help with the costs of the parsonage remodel.
We will be encouraging widespread participation from all of our members and
supporters. The congregation approved a minimum fundraising goal of $30,000. We know
appliances, the cost of the oil tank decommissioning and excess contract costs will make
our fundraising effort all the more important! Tana Bishop, Scott Burris, Naso Michaels and
Lisa Siems, along with Pastor Core will be heading up this team.
The Food Ministry Team is up and running; active in putting in place procedures and
processes that will address the numbers of people we are feeding every week. The Team
is working with the Property Team to address ingress and egress issues. Holy Redeemer
Catholic Church is partnering with us to defray the costs.
JulieAnn Edman is passionate about finding ways to encourage the spiritual formation
of the congregation. While we are starting with a group for women, we know there are
needs for all of the people of the congregation.
Next steps:
• March 24 | Congregational Gathering
Topic: A look back at the call processes in 2018, clarification about the differences
between a term call (P Moe is on a term call) and a “standard” pastoral call (Pastor
Core’s call is “standard”). A look ahead at pastoral staffing after P Moe’s term call
ends June 30, 2019.
• May TBD | Congregational Gathering
• June 9 | Congregation Spiritual Retreat
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