Seventh Sunday After the Epiphany
February 24, 2018
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church
YOUR PASTORS
Pastor Christine Core

email: ccore@comcast.net
phone/text: 503-805-3653

Pastor Terry Moe

email: tmoex1@gmail.com
phone/text: 503-702-5453

We are glad you are here and we pray God will be real to you as
you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing
God loves all creation and holds us all, we welcome you who
walk through our doors and you who are outside those doors. We
welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that
age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health,
gender identity, marital status and station in life bring to the Bethel
family and our relationships.

Prelude		

Welcome

We Gather Together

Call to Worship
Holy people of God, do not concern yourselves with the wicked,
for in no time they will shrivel like grass in the hot August sun.
Let us place our trust in God. In God’s arms,
we are assured we will live fruitfully and with the delight of all that is good.
Open up before God. Keep nothing back. God will do whatever needs to be done and we
will shine like the bright noonday sun. Justice will reign.
Quiet down before GOD, be prayerful before the Holy One.
Maintain your humility for one day the mighty will be thrown down from their thrones.

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender neutral restroom
located behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for
assistance. There is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Opening Hymn

Greeting
The grace of our Redeemer Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie
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Now the Feast

Hymn of Praise

Prayer of the Day

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may
sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine
master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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We Hear God’s Word
Genesis 45:3-11, 15

First Reading

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there
will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God;
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks,
your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there
are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household,
and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” And he kissed all his
brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.
P: Hear the Word of God.
C: Thanks be to God.

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

Second Reading

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?”
Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not
sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God
gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable.
It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown
a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual
body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became
a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The
first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man
of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are
of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image
of the man of heaven.
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
P: Hear the Word of God.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the sixth chapter.
[Jesus said:] “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek,
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your
shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask
for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good,
and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of
the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father
is merciful.
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give,
and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you
give will be the measure you get back.”
P: 		
C:

This is the Gospel of the Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message
Sermon
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Love Has Come

Hymn of the Day

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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Prayers of the People
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you

WE CELEBRATE THE MEAL
Offering
Offering Hymn

As the Grains of Wheat

Offering Prayer

Let us pray. God of all creation,
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from
the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the
world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our brother, our teacher, and our
Redeemer. Amen
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Great Thanksgiving
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right to give our thanks and praise …

Holy, Holy, Holy

Eucharistic Prayer
Our welcome extends to the Communion Table. We recognize that this is Christ’s Table and Christ’s
invitation. Please come forward as you are invited. If you prefer not to receive Communion at this time,
you are welcome to come forward for a blessing – just fold your arms across your chest so that we know
you prefer a blessing. Wine is served from the first chalice; grape juice is served from the second. We
also offer gluten-free bread and individual cups of wine.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Speak to us, O God, in the breaking of the bread and make us one with you.

10

Communion Distribution

All are welcome to come to the feast.		

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

Communion Hymn

Prayer After Communion

We thank you, Dearest God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread
and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that
we may set the captive free, use your gifts to building one another up, and in everything
reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our brother, our teacher and our Redeemer.
Amen
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We Are Sent in Jesus’ Love
Announcements
Blessing
O Christ, Our Hope

Sending Hymn

Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is your light.
Thanks be to God.

12

Prayer Requested For:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For all those who live their
lives in fear.

Prayers of peace.

Staff

Those unable to worship
with us – Wayne & June
Hassebroek, Dorothy
Hansen, Barbara Lynch

Assurance of God’s presence.

Staff

Those affected by political
and racial discord.

Prayers of peace.

Staff

Jan Kimble

Prayers for healing and effective treatment for
breast cancer.

Tammy Gover

Richard VanDyke

Prayers for healing and peace.

Jim VanDyke

Pepe Rochon

Prayers for healing and comfort.

Faith St. John

Barbara Horne

Prayers of healing and comfort.

Tammy Gover

June Hassebroek

Prayers of healing and comfort.

Pastor Christine

Lisha, a Sunday Guest

A safe return to God and return to home and
family.

Staff

Willie, a Sunday Guest

Prayers for a good job and a home.

Staff

Steve Stoner

Prayers of healing and comfort.

Staff

Joann Noll

Traveling mercies as Joann journeys to
Honduras on a humanitarian mission.

Staff

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Bertha Anderson, Timothy Collins, Elizabeth,
Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Annalu Lingnau, Ben Lingnau, Jr., Ben Lingnau III, David
Lingnau, Mary Rix, Patricia Connor, Lori Fields.

Stewardship of Service

Today- Feb 24

Next Week - Mar 3

Ministers:
Pastor:
Pastor:
Music Director:

All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pr. Christine Core
Pr. Terry Moe
Jamie Vandenburg
Karen Carpenter &
Sofia Carpenter-Rodriguez

All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pr. Christine Core
Pr. Terry Moe
LeAnn Michaels

Usher:
Reader:
Communion:
Preparation of the Altar:

Simone and Annika Michaels
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Shirley Kolpin
Meghan Cyr
Meghan Cyr and Clare Alvey

Bethel News
Coming Up:
February 24 | Getting ready for Lent – Today is the Sunday the children will be decorating
the Alleluia butterflies during Children’s Time. They will hide the Alleluia
Butterflies on Transfiguration Sunday, March 3 during worship
February 24 | Installation of new council members during worship
February 24
February 28
March 2
March 6

| Congregation Gathering, following worship
| “I WILL BRING YOU HOME” Concert w/David Haas, 7 pm U of P
| Mini-work Party, Games and Dinner, 3 pm until whenever we go home.
| Ash Wednesday Service, 7 pm

Other News
Congregation Gathering
February 24 | Following Worship
Join us as we talk about questions and ideas we heard you raise at the Annual Meeting.
We will be talking a bit more about the Bethel Discernment Team, the wider Synod
Vitality Work, Food Ministry, our Fundraising effort for the parsonage and thoughts about
deepening our spiritual lives.
• Additional Congregational Gatherings: March 24 and May 19.

Mini-Work Party, Games and Dinner
March 2 | 3 pm until whenever we go home
Let’s gather at 3, spend a bit of time with some simple chores that need to be done around
the building. Then we’ll break out board games. We’ll provide a simple supper, but everyone
is invited to bring snacks, salads, drinks of choice. Tentative main course: lasagna

I WILL BRING YOU HOME, Free Concert with David Haas
February 28 | 7 pm, The Chapel of Christ the Teacher / University of Portland
Come join David for an evening of song, prayer, and storytelling – celebrating his 40 years
as a liturgical composer. Book and CD signings follow.
Contact: Maureen Briare / 503-943-7335 / briare@up.edu
The Chapel of Christ the Teacher
University of Portland
5000 N. Willamette Blvd, Portland, OR 97203
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YDIC Summer Camp Preregistration
If you interested read the letter in this weeks Bethel Blast. Join us for a Summer of fun!
Registration forms are our website http://bethelpdx.org/youth-drop-in-center/

Congregation Council News
The new Bethel Lutheran Church Council met last Sunday, February 17 for the first time.
We welcomed new members Carolyn Beck, Paul Gover, Joann Noll, and Marjorie Strieff,
and we got right to work electing new officers.
Your church officers for 2019 are:
•
•
•
•
•

President: Naso Michaels
Vice President: Cate Milburn
Treasurer: Meghan Cyr
Co-Treasurer: Dorian Bentley
Secretary: PJ Bentley

We spent some time learning about the church constitution, picking apart sections to
learn more about the responsibilities of the congregation, council, officers, and members.
If you ever have questions about the church constitution, reach out to a council member
and ask!
We also got updates on the parsonage upgrade project from Tana Bishop. Based on
the congregation’s approval in January, a church officer will sign a contract for the
work soon, and our treasurer, Meghan Cyr, has submitted a loan application to the
Mission Investment Fund. Stay tuned for further updates on the project and details about
fundraising!
The next council meeting will be on Sunday, March 17.

Something to Consider
We are called to be welcoming and hospitable people … and Bethel is most certainly
that! Here’s a way of speaking that does just that – welcomes and demonstrates kindness
and compassion. We hear the term handicapped a lot, but it’s really outdated and we
don’t use it much anymore. But what do we say in its place? Easy! Use Accessible!!
Using this word means you’re not using outdated language and, more importantly, but
the focus on the accessibility of the environment and not anyone’s personal impairment.
So use Accessible as in “Oh dear, she broke her foot, so she has an accessible parking
permit!”
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