
Baptism of Our Lord

January 13, 2018

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church 

We are glad you are here and we pray God will be real to you as you 
worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves 
all creation and holds us all, we welcome you who walk through our doors 
and you who are outside those doors. We welcome everyone and honor 
the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief, 
emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and station in 
life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships. 

Prelude  

We Gather Together
Welcome

Call to Worship

The heavens open. The Spirit descends.
Jesus emerges from the water.

And a voice echoes through the blue expanse.
“This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well-pleased.”

Jesus is named. Claimed.
We come to the water. We remember we are named. Claimed.

Can it be so? What a thing to be named. Claimed.
Let us worship the one who names and claims us still.  

YOUR PASTORS
Pastor Christine Core

email: ccore@comcast.net 
phone/text: 503-805-3653

Pastor Terry Moe 
email: tmoex1@gmail.com 
phone/text: 503-702-5453

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building.  A gender neutral restroom 
located behind the worship space next to the church office.  Please ask the Usher or Greeter for 
assistance.  There is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary.  Please use it as you wish.
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Opening Hymn Here, O Lord Your Servants Gather 

Greeting
The grace of our Redeemer Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

 



3

Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise  Now the Feast

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as 
your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, 
that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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 We Hear God’s Word

First Reading  Isaiah 43:1-7

But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

P:  Hear the Word of God.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading  Acts 8:14-17

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, 
they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only 
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit.

P:  Hear the Word of God.
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the third chapter.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, 
“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.”

P:   This is the Gospel of the Jesus Christ.
C:   Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message
Sermon
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Hymn of the Day O Living Breath of God
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,      
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,      

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,      
born of the virgin Mary,      
suffered under Pontius Pilate,      
was crucified, died, and was buried;      
he descended to the dead.     
On the third day he rose again;      
he ascended into heaven,      
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,      
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,      

the holy catholic church,      
the communion of saints,      
the forgiveness of sins,      
the resurrection of the body,      
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the People 

Please use this space to jot down the prayers of your heart.   
In a moment, if you would like, you will be invited to share your prayer with the congregation.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you
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WE CELEBRATE THE MEAL
Offering  
Offering Hymn As the Grains of Wheat

Offering Prayer 
Let us pray.  God of all creation, 

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  You bring forth bread from 
the earth and fruit from the vine.  Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the 
world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our brother, our teacher, and our 
Redeemer.  Amen 

Our welcome extends to the Communion Table. We recognize that this is Christ’s Table and Christ’s 
invitation. Please come forward as you are invited. If you prefer not to receive Communion at this time, 
you are welcome to come forward for a blessing – just fold your arms across your chest so that we know 
you prefer a blessing.  Wine is served from the first chalice; grape juice is served from the second. We 
also offer gluten-free bread and individual cups of wine.
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The Great Thanksgiving

May God be with you.  
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise … 

 Holy, Holy, Holy

Eucharistic Prayer
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Speak to us, O God, in the breaking of the bread and make us one with you.
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Communion Distribution
All are welcome to come to the feast.  

Communion Hymn  Spirit of Gentleness

Prayer After Communion
We thank you, Dearest God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread 
and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us.  Send your Spirit with us now, that 
we may set the captive free, use your gifts to building one another up, and in everything 
reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our brother, our teacher and our Redeemer.  
Amen
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We Are Sent in Jesus’ Love

Announcements
Blessing

Sending Hymn  Baptized and Set Free 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is your light.

Thanks be to God.
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Prayer Requested For: Prayer Concern: Prayer Contact:
Refugees and immigrants 
and all families who are still 
separated at the border

Prayers for acceptance, safety and just 
treatment Staff

The women served by 
Rahab Sisters

Strength and comfort for these houseless 
women living on the east side of Portland Staff

Those unable to  
worship with us – Wayne & 
June Hassebroek, Dorothy 
Hansen, Barbara Lynch

Assurance of God’s presence Staff

Jan Kimble Prayers for healing and effective treatment for 
breast cancer. Tammy Gover

Richard VanDyke Prayers for healing and peace. Jim VanDyke

Pepe Rochon Prayers for healing and comfort. Faith St. John

Barbara Lynch

Prayers for healing and peace while.  
Barbara continues recovery at the home of 
her daughter and you may send your get 
well greetings to her at 803B NE 166th Ave., 
Vancouver, WA 08684  

Pastor Christine

Barbara Horne Prayers of healing and comfort. Tammy Gover

June Hassebroek Prayers of healing and comfort. Pastor Christine

Carl Olson, Ryan Olson’s 
father

Prayers of healing and comfort as Carl 
recovers from surgery. Pastor Christine

John Houdeshell Prayers of comfort for John Houdeshell and his 
family Pastor Christine

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Bertha Anderson, Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, 
Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Annalu Lingnau, Ben Lingnau, Jr., Ben Lingnau III, David 
Lingnau, Mary Rix, Patricia Connor, Lori Fields.

Stewardship of Service Today - Jan 13 Next Week - Jan 20

Ministers: All Baptized Members of Bethel All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor: Pr. Christine Core Pr. Christine Core
Pastor: Pr. Terry Moe Pr. Terry Moe
Music Director: LeAnn Michaels LeAnn Michaels
Usher: The Bentleys
Reader: Jeff Landon Cate Millburn
Communion: Tammy Gover
Preparation of the Altar: Tammy Gover
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Bethel News

Coming Up: 
1/13  | Q & A with Council - following worship in the Sanctuary 
1/19  | Bethel Drop In Center Board Planning Retreat
1/19  | Bethel Kitchen Deep Clean 9 am - noon
1/20  | Congregation Council Meeting – following worship 
1/27  | Annual Congregational Meeting – following worship – We’ll start with a potluck 

lunch and then move into the meeting.  Bring a dish to pass.
1/28  | Bethel Discernment Team - 6:30
2/2  | Bethel Game Day and Dinner – 3 pm on 

Other News

Seeking Nominations for Council
We will be electing some new members to the Bethel Council at our annual meeting this 
month, and we need nominees!  
 
2019 is an exciting year for Bethel, and we need council members who can represent 
the diversity of perspectives from our congregation. No previous experience is required. 
Nominees simply need to members of the congregation and be willing to learn, listen, and 
lead. Have someone in mind? Submit their name for nomination and someone from the 
current council will reach out to determine if the nominee is interested.   
Direct URL: https://goo.gl/forms/xZyFiz2NeOrZ33HI3 

Q&A with Council
Join us on Sunday, January 13 after worship for a brief, informal information session about the 
parsonage, staffing, and the church’s finances. A lot happened in 2018 and we’ve got some 
decisions to make for 2019, so we know folks have questions. Although we can’t guarantee 
to have all the answers, this is a great opportunity for conversation and to get a little more 
informed before the annual congregational meeting at the end of the month.

Reminder! 
Let Meghan Cyr know ASAP if your kiddos would like to join us for

on Saturday, April 6 (2 pm)

We’ll be purchasing tickets for the group the week of January 20.  
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Bethel Game Day and Dinner | Feb 2 at 3 PM
Everyone is invited to an afternoon of games, snacks, and a simple dinner. 
Starting at 3 pm, we’ll put our hands to work making sandwiches for our community.  Then 
we’ll break out the board games and the decks of cards for a bit of friendly competition. 
(Hint:  Any challengers to Marlo and the pinochle deck are in for an uphill climb!) 
  

Bring a snack to share and Pastor C. and Nash will prepare a simple supper for everyone to 
share.  We’ll serve dinner about 6.  Come for all or part of the merry making.

In partnership with Bienestar Oregon,  
the Open Spirit Gallery welcomes…

January 2019
Community of ChristChurch

5170 NE Five Oaks Drive, Hillsboro 97124 
Gallery hours: 

T, W, TH 9am – 4pm 
Sundays 9am – noon

Join us for a reception & presentation, including a panel discussion with some of the 
Dreamers featured in the exhibit on

Thursday, January 24 @ 6:30 pm
Attendance is free but please RSVP:
Meetup.com/Open-Spirit-Hillsboro 
Facebook.com/comchristchurch

www.comchristchurch.org – Admin@comchristchurch.org – 503-617-9526


