
 Holy Trinity Sunday

 May 27, 2018

 Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here and we pray God will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is 
a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us all, 
we welcome you who walk through our doors and you who are outside those doors. We 
welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, 
race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and station in life 
bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

Prelude

WE GATHER TOGETHER
Welcome
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 
your Word you created the world,calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building.  A gender neutral 
restroom located behind the worship space next to the church office.  Please ask the Usher 
or Greeter for assistance.  There is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary.  Please 
use it as you wish.
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Gathering Song    Holy God, We Praise Your Name

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you.
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Glory to God

Salutation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and 
we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in 
all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

First Reading     Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 
hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two 
they flew. And one called to another and said: 
 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled 
with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
  Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the 
altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has 
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; 
send me!”

P:  Holy Word, holy wisdom.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading    Romans 8:12-17

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—for if 
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, 
in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

P:  Holy Word, holy wisdom.
C:  Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel according to John, the third chapter. 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered 
him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 
What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and 
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
1Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things?
  “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life.
  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
  “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.” 

P:  Holy Word, holy wisdom.
C:  Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON
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 Hymn of the Day    Mothering God, Your Gave Me Birth

Affirmation of Faith - from The New Zealand Prayer Book

You, O God, are supreme and holy.
You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.
You are God.

You, O God, are infinitely generous,
good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved
your love for us in Jesus Christ,
who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.
You are God.

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
You are our God. We worship you.
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Prayers of the People
Response to each prayer petition:
God of all mercies, 
Hear us as we pray.

Sharing of the Peace
WE CELEBRATE THE MEAL

Offering

Offertory    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offertory Prayer

Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made known to the 
disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in 
the world. Amen

Our welcome extends to the Communion Table.  We recognize that this is Christ’s Table and Christ’s 
invitation.  Please come forward as you are invited.  If you prefer not to receive Communion at this 
time, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing – just fold your arms across your chest so that 
we know you prefer a blessing.  Wine is served from the first chalice; grape juice is served from the 
second.  We also offer gluten-free bread and individual cups of wine.   
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Great Thanksgiving
 
 God be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them up to God.
 Let us give thanks to God.
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 It is indeed right, out duty and our joy … join their unending hymn. 

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen
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Invitation to Communion
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.

Communion Distribution

Communion Hymn     Eat this Bread

Prayer After Communion
Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but your very 
self, that we may feast on your great love.  Filled again by these signs of your grace, may 
we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are our God 
forevermore.  Amen
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WE GO OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Blessing
Sending Hymn      Come Join the Dance of Trinity

Dismissal 
Go in peace.  The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.

Announcements 

Stewardship of  Service Today - May 27: Next week - June 3 
Ministers: All Baptized Members of Bethel All Baptized Members of Bethel
Pastor: Pastor Christine Core Pastor Christine Core
Musician: LeAnn Michaels LeAnn Michaels
Usher: Dorain and Ruth Bentley
Reader: PJ Bentley Marlo Edman
Communion: PJ and Mary Bentley Sonia Fornoni
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BETHEL NEWS

NEW OVENS FOR THE BETHEL KITCHEN – They came, they saw and THEY CONQUERED!!  A 
new double oven in time for a weekend in which about 350 people were fed with hot and 
delicious food.  Many thanks to everyone involved in this little miracle:  Tana Bishop, Scott 
Burris, Jesse Alvey, Ryan Olson and Nash!

Ready for the NEXT minor miracle?  Printing the money to pay for the oven … Oh wait, no … 
but there’s a challenge grant on the table … your dollar donated to the purchase of these 
ovens will be matched dollar for dollar.  Total cost of the oven $2,069.   Every dollar helps us 
reach our goal.  

BETHEL COOKOUT – Start baking those beans and boiling those taters … 
It’s time for the Bethel Cookout – Sunday, June 10 after worship.  Karen 
Carpenter’s is hosting at DayBreak Commons, 2525 N. Killingsworth.  Bethel 
will provide the grilled burgers and dogs, buns and condiments.  You provide 
a libation and a dish to pass.  Sign up to let us know you are attending.  

SUMMER VACATION - Summer is a time for fun in the sun:  Hiking, Swimming, Singing around 
the Campfire and S’mores. Visiting new places and seeing family.  Summer is a time for 
vacation.  We all scatter a bit during the summer and when you are not here, there is a YOU 
shaped hole in the community and we miss you.  But we look forward to the Fall, school 
starting and re-gathering for the busy Fall.  

This summer, let’s keep each other in our hearts as we travel.  Pick up a small 
plastic bottle from basket at the back of the Sanctuary … take it with you 
when you travel … while you’re away fill it with a bit of the water source 
where you are visiting – Pacific Ocean?  Crater Lake?  Mississippi River?  
Alligator Creek?  Proxy Falls? Where ever you find yourself … dip your bottle 
in the nearest body of water and bring it back.  Then when we re-gather on 
September 9 (after Labor Day), we’ll pour our water to the Baptismal Font, 

remember our Baptism, and rejoice that we are all together in one place!

Coming Up: 
June 10  Church Barbeque - following worship
June 16 & 17 Pride 2018 Weekend!  If you’re interested in being involved:  Staffing the 

Sacred Space Booth – this is a safe place for festival goers to stop for 
conversation, prayer, a blessing or the offer of Holy Communion. We are 
present at the Festival to hold space to serve others, to declare clearly 
everyone is loved and no one is ever excluded from the love of God.  

June 17 Bp. David Braver-Rieke will preach
June 24  Sunday Parkways - please be aware that streets abutting Bethel will be  

closed off for bicyclists and you may need to allow extra time for parking.
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CABARET & CABERNET NIGHT – we cannot thank you all enough for your support of 
#AWESOME – this summer’s day camp program.  Through your generosity, we will be able 
to offer scholarships and financial support for summer students, plus a little left over for 
swimming and an afternoon of laser tag.  You are all #AWESOME!!! 

PIANO RECITAL – Join Jamie Vandenberg on Saturday, June 2 at 11 am for her Students’ 
Piano Recital. A reception follows.

Prayer Requested for: Prayer Concern: Prayer Contact:

For all victims of shooting 
violence

Peace and comfort and that our 
distress of our hearts become ac-
tion to prevent more violence

Bethel Staff

Vance Prayers for healing Gabe Moody-Burghard
Elizabeth Presberg For healing and comfort, as her 

health is fragile
Joann Noll

Katie Reitel Prayers of healing, strength and 
comfort for Katie and support for 
her family

The Bentleys

Shirley and Jeff Kolpin Prayers of healing for Jeff; peace 
and comfort for Shirley

Cate Milburn

Regina Seman Healing, strength and comfort for 
health issues

Svea Erickson

Steve Garrick Peace and comfort for him and 
his family as he enters hospice

 Don Worthington

John Gowdy Thanksgiving for a good recovery  Pastor Christine
The Varela and Mitchell 
families

Prayers of peace and comfort for 
the Varela and Mitchell families 
following the death of their 
grandparents, Dennis and Nancy 
Mitchell

Stephanie Burdick

Mike Baggs Prayers for peace Pr. Christine

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Bertha Anderson, Dale Tersey, Timothy 
Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Annalu Lingnau, Ben Lingnau, Jr., Ben 
Lingnau III, David Lingnau, Mary Rix, Patricia Connor, Bob & Nancy Leon.


