Welcome to Bethel
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 11th, 2018
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church. We are glad you are here and we pray
God will be real to you as you worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us all, we welcome
you who walk through our doors and you who are outside those doors. We
welcome everyone and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age,
sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical health, gender identity, marital status and
station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

GATHERING
GATHERING SONG

Jesus is a Rock

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you
Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender neutral restroom is located
behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for assistance. There is
also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.

GLORY

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued
us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING

Numbers 21: 4 - 9

From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but
the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and
we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they
bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by
speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So
Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a
pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.

P: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

Ephesians 2: 1 - 10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those
who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God,
who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the
ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
P: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

LENTEN ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

John 3: 14 - 21

[Jesus said:] “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed,
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is
the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that
their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Beneath the Cross of Jesus

MEAL

OFFERING

OFFERTORY

Let the Vineyards be Fruitful

OFFERING PRAYER

Our welcome extends to the Communion Table. We recognize that this is Christ’s Table and
Christ’s invitation. Please come forward as you are invited. If you prefer not to receive Communion at this time, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing – just fold your arms across your
chest so that we know you prefer a blessing. Wine is served from the first chalice; grape juice is
served from the second. We also offer gluten-free bread and individual cups of wine.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
We give you thanks, Father,
through Jesus Christ,
your beloved son, whom you sent
in this end of the ages
to save and redeem us
and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word,
inseparable from you.
Through him
you created all things,
and in him you take delight.
He is your Word,
sent from heaven
to a virgin’s womb.
He there took on our nature
and our lot and
was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit
and of the virgin Mary.
It is he, our Lord Jesus,
who fulfilled all your will
and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands
in suffering
in order to free from suffering
those who trust you
It is he who,
handed over to a death
he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death,
to break the bonds
of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot,
to give light to the righteous,
to establish his covenant,
and to show forth

ABBA PRAYER
Abba,
Holy be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
For we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.
Amen

the resurrection,
taking bread and
giving thanks to you, said:
take and eat:
this is my body, broken for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup,
gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood
poured out for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering , then,
his death and resurrection,
we lift this bread and cup
before you,
giving you thanks that
you have made us worthy
to stand before you
and to serve you
as your priestly people.
And we ask you:
Send your Spirit
upon these gifts of your Church;
gather into one
all who share
this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit
to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise
and glorify you
through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him
all glory and honor are yours,

COMMUNION

Come to the Table

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION HYMN

What Feast of Love

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord.
Amen
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
SENDING HYMN

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Coming Up:
Sunday, March 18
Community Breakfast 9am
Worship 10am
Church Council Meeting 11:30 - 1pm
Saturday, March 24

Neighborhood Hygiene Program 9am - noon

Sunday, March 25: Palm Sunday
Community Breakfast 9am
Worship 10am

Stewardship of Service Today:

Next week - March 18:

Ministers:

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor:

Pastor Michael Keys

Pastor Michael Keys

Pastor:

Pastor Christine Core

Pastor Christine Core

Musician:

Timmy Straw

Timmy Straw

Usher:

Dorian and Ruth Bentley

OPEN

Reader:

OPEN

Karen Anderson

Communion:

PJ and Mary Bentley

E’llee Lambourn-Milburn and

O God, Hear Our Prayer

Prayer Requested for:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

For all victims of shooting violence

Peace and comfort and that our distress of our
hearts become action to prevent more violence
For healing and comfort, as her health is fragile
Prayers of healing, strength and comfort for
Katie and support for her family
Prayers for healing and comfort; prayers for
Stephanie and the rest of the Burdick family

Bethel Staff

Elizabeth Presberg
Katie Reitel
David Lingnau
Shirley and Jeff Kolpin

Joann Noll
The Bentleys
Pr. Christine

Prayers of healing for Jeff; peace and comfort for Cate Milburn
Shirley

Our prayers continue for many among us: for Bertha Anderson, the family of Skip Getman, Vance
Burghard, Dennis Mitchell, Dale Tersey, Timothy Collins, Elizabeth, Rob, Jacob Bard, Miles Bard, Annalu
Lingnau, Ben Lingnau, Jr., and Ben Lingnau III, Paul Beezhold, Dorothy Hansen, Mary Rix, Patricia
Connor, Bob and Nancy Leon. Steve Garrick, Wayne & June Hassebroek

14

Brendan Dunnigan

Upcomng

16

Barb Keys

22

Naso Michaels

birthdays!

24

Sue Ruth

26

Annika Michaels

29

Jim Beck

30

Harry Griffin

