Welcome
to
Bethel
December 24th, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church. We are glad you are here and we pray God will be real to you as you
worship. Bethel is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. Knowing God loves all creation and holds us all, we
welcome you who walk through our doors and you who are outside those doors. We welcome everyone
and honor the rich diversity and giftedness that age, sexual orientation, race, belief, emotional and physical
health, gender identity, marital status and station in life bring to the Bethel family and our relationships.

PRELUDE
OPENING HYMN

Love Has Come

Restrooms are located in the basement on the east side of the building. A gender neutral restroom is
located behind the worship space next to the church office. Please ask the Usher or Greeter for
assistance. There is also a rocking chair in the rear of the Sanctuary. Please use it as you wish.
Bethel Lutheran Church
5658 N Denver Ave. Portland OR 97217 ~~ 503.285.4919 ~~ www.bethellutheran.com

ADVENT LITANY
Isaiah 63
P: I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord,
C: the praiseworthy acts of the Lord,
P: because of all that the Lord has done for us,
C: and the great favor to the house of Israel
P: that he has shown them according to his mercy
C: according to the abundance of his steadfast love.

STIR UP… A Message for the Children
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that
would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH
ADVENT WREATH HYMN

Candle of Peace (Verse 1-4)

PRAYER FOR ADVENT
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ's advent. As we
light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the
darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this
through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen

FIRST READING

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

1

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good
news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all
who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall
raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.
8
For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and
I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and
their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the
LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
P: Word of God, Word of Life
C: Thanks be to God.

Stewardship of Service

Today:

Next week - Dec 31

Ministers:

All Baptized Members of Bethel

All Baptized Members of Bethel

Pastor:

Pastor Michael Keys

Pastor Michael Keys

Pastor:

Pastor Christine Core

Pastor Christine Core

Musician:

Timmy Straw

Timmy Straw

Usher:

Ronda Bard

OPEN

Reader:

Naso Michaels

OPEN

Communion:

Tammy Gover

Gary Morris

Our welcome extends to the Communion Table. We recognize that this is Christ’s Table and
Christ’s invitation. Please come forward as you are invited. If you prefer not to receive
Communion at this time, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing – just fold your arms
across your chest so that we know you prefer a blessing. Wine is served from the first chalice; grape
juice is served from the second. We also offer gluten-free bread and individual cups of wine.

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

GOSPEL
26

Verse 5

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her,
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be
impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word." Then the angel departed from her.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

HYMN

GOSPEL
39

Blessed Be the God of Israel

Luke 1:39-45

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the
Lord."
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

HYMN

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERTORY

Canticle of the Turning

EUCARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

(We join hands as we pray as we have been taught)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

DISTRIBUTION AND BLESSING HYMN

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rejoice, Rejoice

BENEDICTION
May the God of the angels, who heralded Christ’s birth,
Bring joy to your hearts this day and always.
Amen
May the God of love, who gave his only Son to be born for you,
Fill your life with love and peace.
Amen
May Emmanuel, God with us,
Be with you in all your doings and all your celebrations,
Until he brings you into his eternal realm.
Amen
And may almighty God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer,
Bless you now and forever.
Amen

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

I Wonder as I Wander

Prayer Requested for:

Prayer Concern:

Prayer Contact:

Bertha Anderson

Prayers for healing

Karen Anderson

For all victims of hate speech and prejudice Peace and healing

Bethel Staff

Baby Dot Keener

Joann Noll

Prayers for healing and guidance for the family and
doctors
Prayers that immigrant workers be treated Prayers for peace and justice
justly by employers, supervisors, fellow
workers and all who are in a position of
advantages over these workers
Skip Getman
Prayers of peace and comfort as he battles cancer
Judy Merchant and family in Iowa
Vance Burghard
Steve Greenfelt
Dennis Mitchell
Family and Friends of Deb Cornils (Karen
Anderson’s favorite college roommate)
Dale Tersey (JulieAnn and Marlo Edman’s
son-in-law)
Timothy Collins (JulieAnn’s good friend)
Family and friends of Betty Hahn (Mary
Rix’s Mother)

Bethel Sanctuary
Justice Team

Bethel Players and
Congregation
Prayers for peace and comfort as Judy prepares to go Mary Rix
home to her Lord
Prayers for support and healing as he works through The Burghard/
medical issues
Moody family
Prayers for peace and comfort as her battles brain
Pr. Mike
cancer
Prayers of healing and comfort as his throat cancer Stephanie Burdick
has returned
Prayers for peace and comfort upon the death of
Karen Anderson
Deb
Prayers of healing and comfort as he battles a very
rare and potentially aggressive form of cancer
Prayers of healing and comfort as he battles a very
rare and potentially aggressive form of cancer
Prayers for God’s peace following Betty’s death
Monday 12/11

Coming Up:
Mon. Dec 25:
Christmas Brunch for Neighborhood
Sat. Dec 30:
Neighborhood Hygiene Program
December 31:
Community Breakfast 9am
Worship 10am

Sun Jan 7:
Worship Epiphany

JulieAnn Edman
JulieAnn Edman
Bethel Staff

Advent Emphasis

Glimmers of Hope
Boise, Idaho
ELCA.org/hunger
At Boise Rescue Mission Ministries (BRMM) the meal is the first step.
“A warm meal can offer that first glimmer of hope,” says BRNN President and CEO Bill
Roscoe. “From there BRNN is able to address the root cause of homelessness and work
with individuals to break the cycle of homelessness and transition to independent
living.”
In his more than 25 years of ministry, Bill has come to see that homelessness is not an
isolated issue. That’s why he insists on a holistic approach -- addressing barriers to
employment, untreated mental illness, spiritual thirst and more.
At five facilities in Southwest Idaho, BRMM offers three meals a day; emergency services like shelter, clothing and showers’ employment programs; mental health services;
a children’s program; and drug and alcohol addiction recovery programs. In 2016, the
mission served 347,477 meals, and provided 144,930 warm beds, handed out 72,400
articles of clothing and helped 600 individuals transition from homelessness to
independent living. BRMM’s work is supported by ELCA World Hunger.
Craig is a participant in BRMM’s programs. Some of Craig’s earliest memories are of
growing up in a home where substance abuse was the norm. By the time he was 12, he
was using drugs and alcohol. As an adult, he spent years living either in jail or on the
streets. When he came to BRMM, it was for an immediate need.
“I didn’t have any money, Craig says. “I came to the Mission to eat”
That meal led to something much bigger.
“That plate of food did more than just quiet Craig’s growling stomach,” Bill says. “It
spoke to his soul and opened the door to three of our other key ministry areas that have
profoundly changed his life”
Now, Craig not only has a safe place to live, but he is in recovery and has a
relationship with GOD.
Your support of ELCA World Hunger helps make programs like these possible. Thank
you.

See Advent/Hunger Materials at the back of the church.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TONIGHT
5pm - Family Friendly Service with Holy Communion
10 pm with a Musical Prelude of Carols at 9:30

Children’s Library has expanded!!
We’ve added a few more titles to the children’s book section in the Fireside Room. Come check out the new
books on the bookshelves … The Holy Moly Christmas Story, God Made Feelings, God’s Great Big World, and
Maybe God is Like That Too are among the new titles.

Laundry is my Life!
Help is always appreciated for laundry generated each week by the Drop-In Center and the Sunday Morning
Breakfast Service. Stop by after any Sunday worship service and talk to Nash. He’ll supply you with a basket
full of wet and soiled towels. A capful of detergent, a splash of bleach and return the basket with clean and
folded towels is all it takes.
Thank you and your laundry facilities. Know that St. Hunna, who died in 679 and who is the patron saint of
laundry workers is smiling down on you with the deepest affection.

