
 1 Bethel Beacon 

Sunday 11 
Community Breakfast  9am                                  
Worship 10am 
 

Sat. 17 
Soul Collage 9-12 
Neighborhood Hygiene Program 9-12 

Sunday 18 
Community Breakfast  9am                                  

Worship 10am                                                                     

Tue. 20 Council 7pm 

Sunday 25 
Community Breakfast  9am                                  

Worship 10am                                                                     

The Bethel Beacon is published by Bethel Lutheran Church. You can find our members and friends scattered 

throughout North Portland, the metro area, and beyond. As a community, we worship God together,                         

proclaim the Good News of grace, and show hospitality to all people.                                                         

Join us as we live out Christ’s command to love each other.  
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June 2017 

June Bir thdays! 
1 Shirley Kolpin 

5 Ryan Burghard 

20 E’llee Lambourn-Milburn 

21 Tina Jimenez 

22 Karen Anderson 

22 Ryan Olson 

  

PRIDE WEEKEND – JUNE 17 & 18 
   

Opportunity #1 – Help staff the Sacred Spaces Booth – on the 
festival grounds in Waterfront Park.  This is a lovely way to show 
your commitment to radical welcome to all of God’s people.  We 
are there to share a greeting or a prayer, listen to someone’s  
story, or to offer Holy Communion. 
Opportunity #2 – Walk with the Welcoming Lutherans of  
ReconcilingWorks -- Join the Pride parade to show your loving  
welcome, inclusion, and celebration for LGBTQ people!  We will 
meet between 10-11 am on NW Park  between NW Everett and 
Flanders.  
Opportunity #3 – Participate in the Fourth Annual Greater  
Portland Trans March – This march will be held on Saturday, 
March 17.  Rally at the North Park Blocks at 2 pm, the march 
starts at 3:30 for a one mile walk from Park and Burnside to the 
Pride Festival Grounds at Waterfront Park.  Welcomed are all 
trans and non binary people and all allies.  
 

Talk to Pr. Christine for more information. 
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Notes from the Pasture: 

Gardening with God 
 
And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 
And He tells me I am His own, 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known. 
 
This refrain from the hymn In the Garden resonates with my spiritual life.  Not that God has ever shown up 
to weed, but God’s power is manifested in the miracle of seeds so tiny you can hardly see them to become 
bushes six feet tall and bearing dozen of juicy tomatoes (and the sunshine and the water and the wormy 
ground).  God is there in the wonder and the disappointment (when the seeds all drown in the rain).  
Sometimes I talk, sometimes I just listen, sometime it is only at the end of hours working that the smile of 
satisfaction breaks across my face and I say “Thanks!” 
 
But gardening with God at 5937 N Denver is also different.  It is not like most backyard gardening I have 
done over the past 55 years (I started early with my dad).  Gardening at the parsonage requires me to be 
on the sidewalk and in the street where everyone goes by.  Many a greeting comes with “Nice gardening” 
or “What plant is that?” and continues into what they are growing or often why they did not plant a garden 
this year followed by “Maybe next year.”  In past newsletters, I have written about the number of people 
who stop their cars in the middle of the street or pause walking with their dog or kid and start up a  
conversation.  Sometimes it slips out that I work down the street at Bethel; and I am always surprised that 
some have no idea there is a church here.  This fact can (1) close down a conversation or (2) start one on a 
more spiritual track.  Yet, in those faces, greetings and questions I can hear and see God doing God’s  
gardening.   
 
Being in the garden with my bench and straw hat lets God do the work of evangelizing… Share the Good 
News.  It is rarely about Jesus or the Holy Spirit but it does come around to community and life together.  It 
occasionally leads into political pronouncements (both from the left and the right) to which I often remain 
unspoken.  The friends from Bethel breakfast say hi and some ask for bottles. Gardening in this “sidewalk” 
way brings the community to me.  I know many children from the neighborhood, yet most often pass me 
by for a look at Bun-Bun, the new chickens, the doves (which sometimes escape) and whistling  
cockatiel.  And God is here.  God is in this hood! 
 

Pastor Mike 



 3 
Notes from Pastor Christine... 

The Stories of Our Lives 
 

Dear People of Bethel,  
 
I have shared with a number of you my experience of standing vigil in front of the Immigration and Customs 
Detention Center in Tacoma, Washington over the Mother’s Day weekend. I shared the day with Mary and 
Dorian Bentley, Karen Carpenter, and Pastor Mike Keys. We joined about 150 others from throughout the 
Pacific Northwest who stood in solidarity with the people inside, especially those who were on a hunger 
strike protesting the stark and unjust conditions to which they were subject. 
 
Many of you have not heard this story, so bear with me now.  I tell this story as the experience of standing 
vigil has affected my heart deeply. Located in the Tacoma tidal flats, it’s damp, windy and chilly.  And no 
matter the actual air temperature, there is drear chill in your bones.  The building itself is bleak, built of  
concrete, surrounding by a tall chain link fence.  It’s one of the most dispiriting places I’ve ever  
experienced.   
 
As I stood and prayed for the women and men inside, who are so unjustly separated from their families, 
their lives, and their work – unjust because it is likely their only true crime was to come to this country to 
find something better for their families. 
 
That day, as in our meetings with the Interfaith Movement for Immigration Justice (IMIrJ), we heard the 
people’s stories.  It does not escape me that there are eerie parallels between the stories of my Latino/a 
brothers and sisters and the stories of my Italian immigrant great-grandparents and grandparents.  
Uruguayan writer Eduardo Galeano wrote “History never really says goodbye. History says, 'See you later’.” 
 
I suppose this is the reason we study history and learn the stories of the people who have lived full and rich 
lives before us.  Today, we have been told by some that Mexico does not send their best people to the US. 
That is exactly the same story told about my immigrant ancestors in the early 20th century.  Natives of  
Cosenza, Italy, they arrived to an ingrained belief that because they were short, dark skinned, hairy with 
larger noses and ears, they could be compared to lower primates.  More Americans were adopting a  
nativist outlook and people, falsely, believed those of Italian descent were more likely to commit violent 
crimes. 
 
Of course, as we know, none of that was true. It seems that history has indeed come around to say hello to 
us once again.  The women and men incarcerated at the Tacoma Detention Center, not unlike the women 
and men who gave birth to my large and devoted family, came to build a better life, earn a living, to live 
moral and righteous lives, and love into existence a whole clan of Morellis and Serpes who grew up to be 
engineers and police officers and geriatric specialists and pastors.  
 
I stand at the Tacoma Detention Center in remembrance of the sacrifices made by my ancestors and in  
solidarity with those making those same sacrifices now.  I stand at the Tacoma Detention Center because 
Jesus calls me to stand there – with those who are persecuted and standing at the margins.   
 

Peace, Justice, Respect, Pastor Christine  



 4 Luther Sermon Series  Summer 2017 
 
“I must still read and study the catechism daily, yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a child and a  
pupil of the catechism, and I do it gladly.” -Martin Luther 
 
Martin Luther posted his “Ninety-Five Theses” in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, and the resulting debate about 
Christian teaching and practice led to changes that have shaped the course of Western Christianity for almost 500 
years. At the heart of these wide-reaching changes was a deep conviction that God’s mercy or grace in Jesus is 
given freely to all. When Luther and others learned to trust God’s mercy with “a living, daring confidence,” they 
discovered in that faith the freedom to give themselves generously, lovingly in all of life’s undertakings with  
everyone they met.  
 
The changes began with a critical look at confession and forgiveness, preaching and the sacraments — what  
Luther called the “means of grace.” The sale of indulgences, the practice of penance, the content of preaching, 
the administration of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper — all the restrictions that impeded the message of God’s 
mercy from being heard and received fully by all came under close scrutiny. Repeatedly, Luther made changes 
and took initiatives to give full and free expression to the gospel, the message of God’s liberating mercy in Jesus 
Christ.   
 
 
June 11  Luther, the Word and the Bible  

18     What is the Church?   

25    What is sin?  What is Salvation? 

 

Summer Topics: 

July 2   Person of Christ—Theology of the Cross 

9     Justification through faith – What comes first?  My faith or God’s? 

16    Law and Gospel 

23     Free Will or Predestination? 

Aug 6   `  Who is called by God?  Vocation of each person.  

13     Sacraments and Worship. 

20     Marriage and family. 

27     Luther’s Controversial Views-Jews, Muslims and War 

Sept 3     Public role of the Lutheran Church? 

 

Worship Leaders Needed: 
 

A new sign-up sheet for Worship Leaders is on the bulletin board in the back of the Sanctuary.  It is most 
helpful for your pastors if you would take a moment to sign up for helping in Sunday worship – Ushers,  
Readers and Communion Assistants are all needed throughout the summer and into the fall. 
 
Many thanks.  
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Summer Time   

   and the Giving is Easy 

Summer is a great time to get out, go away, take a break, and have some fun. 

And Bethel is here every Sunday (and during the week) even when you are gone.  It is easy to slide a bit when 

summer comes…attending worship, continuing contributions, and volunteering.  Even when you are out and 

about, please keep Bethel folk and friends in your prayers. 

Bethel runs a pretty lean ministry.  It takes about $ 11,500 per month in donations along with $3,000 in other 

income to meet our expenses.  This spring we have been running a deficit in anticipated revenue and giving 

from the congregation.  This deficit now exceeds $5,000 year-to-date.  With summer almost upon us, we 

hope to make up some of the deficit and certainly not slide any further behind.  We ask you to be intentional 

about your support for the ministry of your faith community. 

A couple of facts:  

+Bethel has 39 households that contribute through the offering.   

+Youth Drop-In Center reimburses the congregation for most of their expenses.  YDIC is funded by fees from 

families, donations, grants, and fundraisers. 

+Many households contribute by direct deposit (e.g. Simply Giving) or electronic checks. 

We can help with that if you are interested. 

 

Ideas: 

If each household gave $10 more each month, it would mean $ 4,680 more revenue a year. 

                                           $5 more each week it, would generate $ 9,000 more a year 

 

We welcome your ideas, thoughts and prayers.  

 

Bethel Council and Long Range Planning Team 
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Prayer Requested for: Prayer Concern: Prayer Contact: 

Bertha Anderson Prayers for healing Karen Anderson 

For all people displaced from their 

homes due to conflict and persecution 

Prayers of peace and comfort Bethel  Staff 

All those beloved children of God who 

live on the margins 

We continue to practice welcome and hospitality 

to all 

Bethel Staff 

Wayne Hassebroek Preparing for surgery Pr. Christine 

Brent Keys Prayers for healing and comfort during chemo Pr. Mike 

Betty and Rennie Ferguson Peace and comfort Meghan Cyr 

Patricia Conner For grace as Alzheimer's progresses Phyllicia McGowan 

Diego Healing, health, and peace PJ Bentley 

Norma Moody Healing, health, and peace Robin Moody 

Prayers for The Transgender Community Together with the community, we grieve the 

death of the ten transgender women murdered in 

the U.S. so far this year merely for being their 

authentic selves.  We pray all who mourn these, 

your precious children, will know the consolation 

of your love, knowing these women now rest in 

your everlasting peace 

Phyllicia McGowan 

For all victims of hate speech and 

prejudice 

Peace and healing Bethel Staff 

Micah Fletcher and the families of those 

who died in the Trimet stabbings 

For physical, emotional, and spiritual healing Bethel staff 

Baby Logan Kenney Prayers of healing and comfort as Logan, son of 

Harmony Milburn, was hospitalized with viral 

pneumonia 

Bethel Staff 
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Ongoing prayers for healing for the following: 

Paul Beezhold                                                                 

Dorothy Hansen                                                               

David Lingnau                                          

Phyllicia McGowan                               

Mary Rix                                  

Patricia Conner                        

Bob and Nancy Leon                    

Steve Garrick                       

Loretta Van Dyke                    

Christine Downing      

Kathy Buss 

Skye                                               

END OF SCHOOL YEAR PRAYER 
 

Dear God, we thank you for the gift of this school year.  It has been a time filled with grace and blessings, 
challenges and opportunities, joys and sorrows.  We know that you have been with us throughout the 
year.  Give us the rest we need this summer.  Refresh our spirits.   
 
Watch over us in the weeks of rest and vacation ahead and guide us each day as you have done in our class-
room work.  Help us to return to school with a new spirit and a new energy.  May we  
continue to grow in age, wisdom, knowledge and grace all the days of our lives.  Amen 

A Prayer for Immigrants  
 
We gather with gratitude for earth and all who journey in it.  
Let us not swerve from the path of righteousness that leads to just and equitable relationships. 
The farmworkers, the hotel worker, the line cook, the childcare provider, the healthcare worker. 
Give us the will to leave behind the safety of our sanctuaries to become your living sanctuary; 
And claim our place in the Movement to Transform creation – that our voice, our heart, our spirit will join 
the voice, heart, and spirit of all who demand to live with Respeto, Justicia, y Paz. 
Amen  

Faith Family and Fun Days   

 
Summer:  July 1, August 12 and September 16 – Celebrating Creation. 
We are also interested in feedback from parents on the time this program is offered.  We have been offering 
the program starting at noon with a lunch and going until about 3.  Does that still work with the rhythm of 
your family’s life? Or would a 3 pm start time, ending with a dinner work better for your family?  Let us hear 
from you! 
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5658 N Denver Ave                     

Portland OR 97217                      

503-285-4919                            

www.bethelpdx.org 


